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Indigenous Peoples are disproportionately affected by the multiple global health, food, 
climate, security, economic, and environmental crises. The COVID-19 pandemic exposed 
and worsened the underlying structural and social inequalities besetting Indigenous 
Peoples (IP).  
 
Oppressive governments and authoritarian regimes continue to present significant threats 
to IP lives. They continue to treat IP lands and territories as a resource base leading to 
widespread plunder, environmental destruction, and dispossession of IP. Destructive 
projects like large-scale mining, energy, agri-business plantations, and profit-seeking land 
conversion schemes worsened the deteriorating state of our planet and poverty.  
 
Indigenous Peoples are the frontline defenders of our environment. Yet, the state and 
profit interests set aside their rights and concerns about land and resources and their role 
as crucial development actors. Global warming and advanced environmental degradation, 
leading to climate change, severely impact the lives, culture, livelihood, and ways of living of 
IP.  
 
In response to IP democratic assertions and protection of Mother Earth, states militarized 
IP communities and carry-out counter-insurgency policies leading to grave violations of 
their rights.  
 
The Indigenous Peoples Constituency of the CSO Partnership for Development 
Effectiveness asserts the critical role of IP in development cooperation and in achieving 
development goals. The IP Constituency recommends pursuing development initiatives 
and partnerships that prioritize the rights and interests of the people and the planet.  
 
 

Indigenous Peoples Constituency Key Asks 
 

1. Effective Development Cooperation Commitments  
• Uphold Indigenous Peoples’ rights to self-determination, which is 

fundamental for the economic, social, and cultural development of 
Indigenous Peoples (as recognized in the UN Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples and other international human rights instruments.)  

• Respect Indigenous Peoples as equal partners in development cooperation.  



 

 

• Ensure the full, effective, and meaningful participation of Indigenous 
Peoples in the discourse and decision-making on aid and development 
effectiveness at all levels.  

• Strengthen the application of culturally-sensitive approaches that recognize 
and respect Indigenous Peoples’ ownership of land and territories, 
Indigenous Peoples’ political systems, knowledge, positive values, and 
beliefs.  

 
2. CSO Enabling Environment  

• Revoke policies and laws criminalizing Indigenous Peoples' human rights 
defenders and contributing to brutal attacks on Indigenous Peoples and 
their advocates.  

• End military aid, including joint military exercises in IP lands and territories 
and state militarization of Indigenous communities.   

• Respect the consolidated expression of Indigenous Peoples to claim their 
rights and hold governments and private institutions accountable.  

 
3. Private Sector Accountability 

• Implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and 
other relevant human rights mechanisms, in addition to the Kampala 
Principles.  

• Ensure that the right to Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) is fully 
recognized and applied in all activities and development projects on 
ancestral lands and territories. 

• Ensure that the processes of FPIC respect Indigenous political institutions 
and structures and reflect the principles of transparency and 
accountability.  

• Guarantee that private sector-led development projects are 
environmentally sustainable, address the actual needs of marginalized 
communities, and respect human rights.  

 
4. On Conflict, Occupations, and Wars 

• Address the root causes of conflict, poverty, and inequality affecting 
Indigenous Peoples and communities.  

• Support actions and mechanisms for justice and accountability for 
Indigenous Peoples and communities in conflict areas.  

• Support mechanisms for dialogues between co-belligerent forces in the 
conflict. 

• Divert military aid to humanitarian and relief actions led by IP.  
• Adhere strongly to international human rights standards and humanitarian 

laws. 
 
 



 

 

5. Climate Finance 
• Ensure that Indigenous Peoples have direct access to and direct 

management of climate finance to ensure effective solutions based on their 
right to self-determination. 

• Ensure those development and climate finance plans, initiatives, projects, 
and actions include the decision of Indigenous Peoples and respond to their 
needs and Mother Earth’s sustainability.  

• Regulate or stop unsustainable practices and activities, such as large-scale 
mining, destructive or large-scale hydropower projects, oil and gas 
exploration, and others. 

• Stop financing unsustainable and false “climate solutions” which include 
forest conservation schemes that violate the rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

• Recognize the role of Indigenous Peoples as environmental custodians and 
knowledge-keepers in conserving the environment and biodiversity.  

 
 


