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Economic Impact



External border restrictions 188 96.4%
Closure of schools 171 87.7%

Quarantine/lockdown 165 84.6%
Restrictions on mass gathering 165 84.6%

Policies to secure health resources 160 82.0%
Restriction of non-essential businesses 143 73.3%

Public awareness measures 140 71.8%

Social distancing 139 71.3%
Other measures 137 70.2%

Internal border restrictions 119 61.0%
Declaration of Emergency 115 59.0%

Health monitoring 114 58.5%
110 56.4%

Restriction of non-essential government services 107 54.9%

Health testing 101 51.8%
Curfew 96 49.2%

CHART 1

Government measures 
to stem the COVID-19 
pandemic



Impact on Regions







FIGURE 1

Comparison of 2019 and 2020 GDP (annual percent 
change) for countries included in the global synthesis 
report 

Africa

COUNTRIES 2019 GDP
POST-COVID-19 (2020) 

GDP PROJECTION

Gabon 3.4% -2.7%
Kenya 5.7% 1.0%
Nigeria 2.0% -4.30%
Zimbabwe -8.1% -10.4%
Cameroon 4.0% -2.8%

Asia

COUNTRIES 2019 GDP
POST-COVID-19 

GDP PROJECTION

South Asia 4.3% -6.8%
Southeast Asia 4.4% -3.8%
India 4.2% -9.0%
Indonesia 5.0% -1.0%
Kyrgyzstan 4.5% -10%
Philippines 6.0% -7.3%
Thailand 2.4% -8.0%
Hong Kong -1.2% -6.5%
Afghanistan 3.0% -5.0%

Europe

COUNTRIES 2019 GDP
POST-COVID-19 

GDP PROJECTION

Albania 2.2% -7.5%
Armenia 7.6% -4.5%
Bulgaria 3.4% -4.0%

Latin
America  
and the 

Caribbean
(LAC)

COUNTRIES 2019 GDP
POST-COVID-19 

GDP PROJECTION

LAC 0.0% -8.0%
Argentina -2.10% -11.8%
Bolivia 2.2% -7.9%
El Salvador 2.4% -9.0%
Guatemala 3.8% -2.0%
Honduras 2.7% -6.6%
Mexico -0.30% -9.0%
Nicaragua -3.9 -5.5%
Peru 2.20% -13.9%
Venezuela -3.9% -25.0%
Ecuador 0.1% -11.0%

Middle East 
and North

Africa
(MENA)

COUNTRIES 2019 GDP
POST-COVID-19 

GDP PROJECTION

Algeria 0.8% -5.5%
Iraq 4.4% -12.1%
Lebanon -5.6% -25.0%
Yemen 0.8% -5.0%
Egypt 5.6% 3.5%



Impact on Marginalised and Vulnerable 
Sectors







Social Protection and Economic Measures 
to Minimise the Impact





A Disabling Environment for the People 
and CSOs

Freedom of movement



Freedom of information Gender-based violence





A Strain on Development Finance?

OECD-DAC Response in Addressing the 
COVID-19 Pandemic





CHART 2

Aid commitments by key bilateral donors, IFIs and multilateral institutions, 2018-2020 (January to July) 
in US$ millions

ODA OOF



CHART 3

Sector allocation of aid, 2018-2020

Governance, peace and securityEconomic Infrastructure Production Social Infrastructure



REGION IMF  (45 COUNTRIES AS OF 24 APRIL) WORLD BANK  (63 COUNTRIES AS OF 27 APRIL)

US$ (MILLION) % COMMITMENT US$ (MILLION) % COMMITMENT

22 0.02 755 0.47

Europe & Central Asia 1,167 1.17 770 0.48

Latin America & Caribbean 1,627 0.90 734 0.46

The Middle East & North Africa 765 0.77 361 0.23

South Asia 1,422 1.42 1575 0.98
Sub-Saharan Africa 4,306 4.31 466 0.29

90,691 90.69 145,338 97.09

FIGURE 2

Estimated amount and % commitment of funding to the COVID-19 response for 2020

COVID-19 Priority Areas of Donor Countries





EDC Principles in the Time of COVID-19

1. Country Ownership
2. Inclusive Partnerships



3. Transparency and Accountability

Focus on Results

Leave No One Behind



EDC Principles
in the Time of COVID-19



Analysis of the Effectiveness of COVID-19 
Response 

A. On the Principle of Ownership

REGIONS





SECTORS





B. On the Principle of Inclusive Partnerships 

REGIONS





SECTORS



C. On the Principle of Transparency and 
Accountability  



REGIONS





SECTORS



D. On the Principle of Focus on Results

REGIONS





SECTORS



E. On the Principle of Leaving No One
Behind and Application of Human Rights in
COVID-19 Response

REGIONS





SECTORS







National and Local Relief Operations



Facilitating International Humanitarian Aid

Information Dissemination and Education



Legal Assistance and Monitoring

Research and Needs Assessments of 
Constituencies

Policy Advocacy, Ensuring Transparency 
and Accountability
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Government Measures

The measures introduced by the government to contain the spread of 
the virus are similar to those taken in Europe and, more particularly, 
in France. Among these measures are:

a. Partial and total containment of Greater Libreville, including 
the capital and the neighbouring communes of Port-Gentil, 

infection in the country were recorded. This policy lasted for 
about two months.

b. Suspension of travel between the capital and the provinces and 
between cities, except in cases of absolute necessity, such as 

Data Collection to Assess the Application
of Effective Development Cooperation (EDC)
Principles in the Response to COVID-19
in Gabon
Dynamique OSCAF - Gabon

Introduction

most of the actions initiated have had a very low impact in terms of assistance and support to the population.

related policies involve the closure of land, air and sea borders, 
and limiting the number of passengers in public transport.

c. 
drinking establishments, motels and hotels, as well as places 
of worship and non-food businesses, cessation of activities in 
economic sectors deemed non-strategic, and suspension of 
classes in schools, colleges, high schools, and universities.

d. Mandatory wearing of masks in public spaces and 
implementation of a curfew from 2 p.m. to 6 a.m. at the 
beginning of the curfew in March, which was later reduced to 

from 8 p.m. to 6 a.m. at present.

CPDE
Africa
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Meanwhile, the measures imposed by the government restricted 

working in the informal economy.

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

Economy.

Like all economies that depend on the export of raw materials such as 

by the decline in global prices and international trade. As a result, 

are transport, commerce, restaurants and hotels industries. The 

of procedures and regulatory mechanisms to access the promised aid.

People. 

the Gabonese, such as malaria, tuberculosis or infant mortality (<5 

may seem small. And yet, these pathologies have never led to the 
deployment of mass resources or to the paralysis of social and 
economic activities on the scale that the pandemic did.

Job losses, related to the cessation of activities and the reduction 

Poor households whose members were unemployed, unskilled 

sector workers are left to their own devices, forced to operate in a 

the national level, the suspension of intra-urban travel hampered 
the access of small rural producers to inputs, thus reducing their 
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access to markets for these small producers.

This unfavourable context could contribute to increasing the 

most at risk are Libreville and Port-Gentil, where employment is 
concentrated. The impact of employment is gendered, with women 

linked to the pandemic have made women more vulnerable 
because they work mainly in the informal sector which, to begin 
with, does not receive the technical unemployment benefits 
provided by the government.

Gabon has also proven ill-prepared for the implementation of 
distance education given the lack of digital teaching materials in 
line with national curricula, the wanting provision of equipment and 
other resources needed for distance education (learning platforms, 

With respect to healthcare, the requisitioning of the main hospital 

secure appointments for consultation. With no other recourse, some 
have been hospitalised in the main public hospitals, where many 
interned patients have been expelled to free up beds in anticipation 
of an overwhelming outbreak of the pandemic.

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

a technical committee, composed of public health and military health 

involved for obvious reasons, as the response to the pandemic would 
require the kind of support and assistance they could provide.

the national response strategy or plans drawn up by the government. 
More than six months since the start of the health crisis, there is 
still no comprehensive report published by the government on its 
management of the pandemic.

position on the adequacy of measures given the realities on the 

much to be desired. To the extent that the response strategy has 
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Moreover, the crisis has provided an opportunity for the government 

civil society actors could only initiate, without resistance from the 
government, certain advocacy activities and additional logistical 
support such as making and distributing masks to vulnerable groups.

On predictability

As most funding is provided in the context of a health crisis, it is 

pledged by multilateral and bilateral donors and the actual assistance 
provided. The urgency of the situation means that this aid is provided 

made available within approximately one month.

On harmonisation

Humanitarian and development strategies and policies do not 
complement each other, as balancing the budget and absorbing 

partners and the government do not seem to have taken into account 

a lack of transparency both in the operation and in the actions and 
.

b. Inclusive partnerships

groups, committees and other multi-stakeholder bodies. Precautionary 
containment measures have also initially been used as a pretext to 

accessible online in a very scattered way. So far, the government 
has not developed a database that synthesises online data on donor 
commitments and transfers. As a result, in the face of donor funding 

what information they can gather to try to assess the volume of aid 
received and how it is spent.

epidemiological data are readily accessible. There is, however, no tool or 
method used to verify the accuracy of such information, much less that 
on government-reported aid. This naturally fosters distrust between the 
public and the government because the former does not understand 

existent intensity of the disease on the ground.

Under the pretext of the health emergency and compliance with 

thus limited to the distribution of donated food products or masks in 
disadvantaged neighbourhoods in the capital.

More appallingly, the government has adopted a provision that further 
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to reconsider the funding channels of certain bodies, particularly 

The state of health emergency decree has become a means for the 

oversight. Against this backdrop, civic and democratic spaces are 
shrinking at a time when vulnerable groups need them the most. 

new reality of teleworking and virtual online meetings.

c. Leave No One Behind (focus on human 
rights at the core of pandemic response)

While certain social and economic rights of employees have been 

often resulted in violations of human rights such as the freedom of 
movement, freedom to worship, and respect for privacy. Furthermore, 

of the state of health emergency has led to numerous abuses 
and cases of police violence and arbitrary arrests, in addition to 

unfortunately become a threat to human rights. There have been 

recorded cases of arbitrary arrest and intimidation and abuse by 

and civil society actors, including a trade union leader, for alleged 

treated fairly and properly by medical facilities. A medical doctor 

work-related. 

the economic and social fabric because the government insists on 
maintaining restrictive measures, even though the reality and the 

committed and the actions and measures implemented. Therefore, a 

Gabonese government is desirable.

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

Political advocacy and actions towards the government to 
denounce both the inequity of certain measures and the lack 
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The challenges encountered include the opposition of the public 
prosecutor, the attempts at intimidation, and the suspicion of 

to destabilise the government and foster insecurity in the country; 
threats of arrest for disturbing public order or for defamation; 
the refusal of access to the public media; and the pretext of 

2. 

an operational plan focused on community mobilisation for the 
defence of political prisoners. Gabon has very old, insalubrious 
and overcrowded prisons, with appalling hygiene conditions. 

in prisons in Gabon are in preventive detention (i.e., awaiting trial, 

grounds to the President of the Republic, referring in particular 

of detainees, particularly political prisoners, throughout the world, 
as living conditions in overcrowded prisons are a potentially 
aggravating factor for the large-scale spread of the virus.

women and youth movements, religious denominations and local 

interpellation, a parliamentary enquiry was demanded to shed 

4. 
alongside religious communities and members of parliament and 
local authorities:

Mobilisation of the population through awareness-raising 
on the violation of their rights;

power and the food aid supply structures of which they 

collective advocacy actions through the establishment of 

 

 These are main results achieved: 

p.m. to 6 a.m., and then from 8 pm to 6 am at present;

The Gabonese stranded abroad have been repatriated. 
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

a. Financial institutions should be more attentive to the governance of the country, and aid made conditional 
on transparency and accountability.

b. Mechanisms for granting aid and nature of partnerships should be explained to the public.

c. 

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

a. 

b. Measures that take into account local realities and take into account people in precarious situations, women, 
and young people should be implemented.

c. Government measures should take into account the informal sector.
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Government Measures

The government implemented containment measures that include 

Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID- 19 
Response – The Kenyan Case
Reality of Aid Africa Network

Background

infected by the virus may be higher than what is reported.

enforcement of curfew hours. 

CPDE
Africa
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The government has also implemented key economic measures, 
which include increasing the budget allocation for health care and 

to the employment of new health workers to strengthen the public 

also implemented the following measures:

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 
elderly and orphans.

e. 

negative social and economic impacts, both at the household and 
national levels.

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

Economy.

by supply and demand shocks due to global and domestic restrictions 
on the transportation of goods and the associated measures. (World 

Loss of lives.

rural areas. While the numbers are not as high as other regions in the 

who have lost their loved ones. Most of those who succumbed to the 
virus were breadwinners of their families.

Job losses.

Decline in household earnings. The hardship from the crisis has 
disproportionately impacted the poorest and the most vulnerable 
households in Kenya. Many of these households depend on farming 

experienced prolonged drought and locust infestation, those in 

several companies. These have resulted in income loss and increased 
borrowing at the household level. 
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Food insecurity and hunger. The enforcement of stringent measures 

and quality of diet have worsened, as measured by the food insecurity 
experience scale and the frequency of consumption of nutritionally-
rich foods. The proportion of food insecure population has increased 

dependent on labour income have become more vulnerable to income 

pandemic. As such, they have employed food-based coping strategies 
compared with those pursuing alternative livelihoods. 

Increased vulnerability of women and children.
pandemic has worsened the vulnerability of women and young girls. The 
country has registered an increase in cases of gender-based violence on 

of Kenyans had witnessed or heard cases of domestic violence in their 

The workload of women and girls have increased, and the demand for 
improved hygiene to combat the pandemic have become prevalent 
among Kenyan households. Women and young girls spend many 
hours looking for water for sanitisation that, in turn, exposes them to 
incidences of molestation and abuse. The closure of schools have also 
contributed to a high incidence of teenage pregnancies. 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

The country has a national contingency plan to respond to and 

sector and foundations have not been tapped to help develop the 
plan. Government-created task forces, meanwhile, have mainly 

Beyond such government plans, there is no strategy for development 

government has mainly sought partnership with the private sector 
considered as the main engine for driving economic recovery. They 

the pandemic. However, most development partners have allocated 
their resources towards the contingency plan with no window of 

of the government or that their groups have been compelled to 

disbursement and reduced funding or cancellation of calls for 
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b. Inclusive partnerships

CSO engagement

While the pandemic response had initially been a government-only 

as community-based advocacy groups, in awareness-raising, resource 

providing PPE and stocks of food and essential materials to those 
living in vulnerable conditions.

Enabling conditions for CSO operations

additional challenges presented by the pandemic. The right to selforganise 
has not been enabled or facilitated by both the government and the 

programmes that have to be in line with the country strategy.

c. Transparency and accountability

are given via live broadcasting networks, by which the government 
provides opportunities to address questions and give statements to the 

opportunities to engage with the government on issues regarding 

memoranda and petitions, but there has not been a meaningful response 
from the government. There is also no structured forum for feedback to 

d. Impact on human rights

Freedom of association and movement has been greatly hampered 
by the cessation of movements in certain regions, as well as the 
implementation of curfew hours. There has also been a suspension 
of religious gatherings, including Friday prayers in mosques, Sunday 
church services, and weddings. The government has eventually 
allowed the reopening of these institutions, albeit under strict 
measures to maintain social distancing.

However, during the initial phase of the implementation of containment 
measures, there were severe human rights violations. The police killed 

Lessos, when police shot at a crowd of motorcycle taxi drivers protesting 
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to get home. Political activities have since, however, continued unabated, 
with crowd gatherings being witnessed across the country without 
regard to containment measures put in place by the government.

Recommendations 

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

current form defeats the transparency and accountability of deploying these resources to determine the 

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

freedom of movement. There also appears to be no proper legal representation of the communities that 
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Government Measures

Several measures have been implemented to contain transmission 
and infection. These include travel bans and restrictions, closure 
of international airports, public and private schools, universities, 
stores and markets, and suspension of public events and gatherings 

supplemented by work from home setups in several states and 
government institutions. The president has also ordered the release 

Evidencing Effectiveness of COVID-19 
Response in Nigeria
Africa Network for Environment & Economic Justice (ANEEJ)

Background

managing a health crisis and responding to a deep economic downturn.

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

Economy. Government measures and the unprecedented collapse in 

largest economy is heavily dependent on oil revenues, representing over 

been devalued, and the government has resorted to more loans on top 
of its existing debt burden. 

CPDE
Africa
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People. 

children tested positive and received treatment at the government 

The local lockdowns have further led to an escalation of cases of 
sexual exploitation, abuse, and harassment. Since the closure of 

University of Benin. There have also been reports about the rape and 

communities have continued their farming activities and trading to 

a subclinical coronavirus infection, along with co-morbidities, have 
gone to hospitals while hiding vital information from health workers 

isolation centres is another reason why some health workers have 

unethical practices by some medical practitioners who run private 
hospitals in locations such as Lagos. At one point, private hospitals 
were said to be treating patients who had tested positive, without 

Official Development Assistance

loans with conditionalities.

stakeholders, this remains far from what is required. 
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needed. The Quarantine Act Amendment Bill will hopefully address 
the gaps in the Public Health Management legislation. 

media representatives are appointed as members of sub-national 
task forces, which derive their operational guidelines from the 

b. Inclusive partnerships

in the country, the national and sub-national governments, the private 
sector, civil society, and the media have continued to play their roles in 

has been the strong collaboration among Federal Government 
Ministries, departments, agencies, development partners, civil society, 

petroleum industry. This entails the removal of subsidies on petroleum 

deregulation has exacerbated the state of the poor and marginalised 

which even some doctors and other health workers participated.

Analysis of the Application of EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

been formulated and now serves as the blueprint for a whole-of 

has developed a set of protocols for sub-national governments. A 
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and that the new law provides for even a takeover of a registered 

and backlash against the law has led to widespread protests and 
condemnation from key stakeholders.

c. Transparency and accountability

to contain the pandemic, detailed accounts of how funds have been 
spent are hardly made public. There are no clear systems put in place 
to account for funds and materials pooled from various sources. At 
state levels, there are allegations of contracts questionably awarded for 

d. Focus on results

there has been an unsteady downward rate of infection nationwide, 

preventing the spread of the virus, and testing, tracing, and treatment of 
infected persons.

e. Human rights at the core of the 
 pandemic response

implementation of lockdowns and promotion of social distancing to 

of human rights violations perpetrated by security agents in the 

sexual and gender-based violence, discrimination, torture, inhumane 
and degrading treatment, and extortion.

f. Leave no one behind

pandemic,the federal government made a cash transfer of 
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Bank under a Memorandum of Understanding signed in Washington, in 

though the money was meant to be distributed to 24 states, the poor in 

be extended to those poor left behind.

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

despite the lack of an enabling environment. 

while raising concerns about gaps and areas of improvement. Press 
statements, memos, and policy papers have been published by 

transfer programme for the January-April payment rounds (Sumaina, 

household, representing four 

A consortium of anti-corruption organisations under the Upright for 

also issued a press release calling for accountability and transparency 

a couple of policy advisory papers on preventing genderbased violence 
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

gaps in the Public Health Management legislation. There should be a broad-based public hearing on the bill 

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

a. 

b. 

c. Provision of palliative and medical care should be inclusive of underrepresented groups, thus leaving no one 
behind. This means including provisions for gender-sensitive needs, such as sanitary pads and baby foods.

d. The government should ensure an independent, transparent, and conclusive investigation into all allegations 

ensure that victims of violations and their families obtain commensurate remedies.

e. 
and international human rights obligations.

FOCUS ON RESULTS

a. 
been a consistent downward rate of infection nationwide, this observation is still being contested by 

a. Government at all levels must focus on ramping up prevention measures and increasing testing capacity 
and treatment of all infected patients.
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TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

a. 

the use or disbursement of funds. Likewise, the principles of inclusion, equality, human rights, and rule of 
law should be demonstrated in the process of managing the pandemic.

b. 
donations and expenses to promote accountability and transparency.
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Introduction

lockdown might have been necessary, its severe enforcement turned out to be more of a spectacle than governance. The 
impacts of the lockdown were felt particularly by those in precarious employment, including migrant workers, the homeless,
sanitation workers, and sex workers. Eighty per cent of urban labourers surveyed in April and May reported having lost work 

economic activities. Meanwhile, the government passed bills that were meant to privatise public enterprises, to challenge 
labour laws and deprive workers of many protections, including legal working hours, and to liberalise agricultural markets.

representatives were involved in the decision-making. There were many human rights violations during lockdowns. The State 
was controlling the people while every other aspect of governance was relegated to the markets. The lockdowns were used 
to clamp down on dissent. Actions by local community groups, social movements, and civil society actors provided relief and 
welfare to vulnerable groups during the lockdown and beyond. There is still a need for greater accountability. Ultimately, a 
bottom-up, community-based model could underpin a faster and more robust recovery.
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Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

Lockdown impact on the people.

physical distancing and isolation measures while suspending movement 
and economic activity. However, the central government failed to 

enforcement was criticised as more spectacle than governance, with the 
lockdown geared to achieve maximum visibility for the government.

Job losses, loss of income. 
nation have reported an income drop as compared to the previous 

hand, the plight of salaried employees has worsened since the 

classes tended to cut their spending, with clear repercussions for 

million-strong workforce that accounts for roughly one-third of 

on the informal economy to make ends meet. This sector is reliant

The impacts of lockdown were felt particularly keenly by those in 
precarious employment, including migrant labourers, sanitation 
workers, and sex workers. Eighty per cent of urban labourers

Reopening of the economy (Unlock). To revive the economy,
the government announced several relaxation measures in
geographical areas designated as non-hotspots. By the end of April 

people, including migrant workers. Some gradual relaxation for 
economic activities were allowed in so-called orange and green 

phased re-opening of activities across the country that limited the 

reopening of the economy happened in August under the “Unlock 
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Multi-faceted impacts of the lockdown and unlock episodes 
on the poor. Workers in the informal economy include countless 
housemaids, millions of farmhands, unskilled labourers in 
construction sites, contract labourers like masons, carpenters, 

gender, race, religion, and ethnic lines. Precarious, marginalised, and 

of mainstream development experienced these impacts most acutely. 

and rural settings. The lockdown, for instance, highlighted how many 

distributing, and exporting produce due to the strict lockdown 
restrictions. Lockdown measures also interrupted the sowing of Kharif 

availability of labour and agricultural inputs. The lockdown also 
stressed the relationship between produce and credit markets, with 
agents taking advantage of the economic uncertainty to manipulate 
prices. Some farmers dumped perishable goods or used crops for 
animal feed while others were forced to rent storage space for 

aimed to deregulate the agricultural sector and facilitate contract 

and, at the peak of the pandemic, these economic activities came 
to a complete standstill. The pandemic added new uncertainties to 

pastoral livelihoods all over the country, due again to restrictions on 

Impact on women. 

for rural women, who were cultivators or worked as wage labourers, 

male family members employed in other states and their subsequent 

were not as available to help pregnant and lactating women and 

not get pregnancy check-ups and vaccinations during the lockdown 

family planning services have been impeded, resulting in increased 
cases of unwanted or teenage pregnancies and unsafe abortions. 

Impact on the elderly. The pandemic and the lockdown badly 

isolation, including problems in accessing necessary palliative care 
and lack of contact with loved ones living in other parts of the country 
or abroad. 

Impact on young children. With high levels of unemployment and 
reduced incomes, millions of children were pushed out of school. 

considered pulling children out of education. While children in urban 
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and poor urban households encountered challenges with mobile 
phone access and stable network connection. This coincided with 

were also reported, as lockdown provided cover for weddings held 
with limited spending. At the same time, the shuttering of schools and 
Anganwadi child care centres interrupted the distribution of take-home 
rations to combat malnutrition in mothers and young children and the 
provision of mid-day meals for those of school-going age. 

Official Development Assistance

Group, announced support for MSMEs to increase the liquidity access 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

National Strategy and Government Strategic Plan. Unfortunately, 

response to ensure protection from this outbreak or secure 

Parliament for initiating structural reforms that would likely increase 

the lockdown was relaxed did migrant labour return to some cities. 
However, in a bid to revive the economy, several state governments 
announced relaxations to labour laws, allowing the working day 

requirements for overtime pay. The government did not want to 
introduce a wealth tax and/or borrow money, following the widening 

bureaucrats from the Finance Ministry were suspended for suggesting 
enhanced corporate taxes, along with a wealth tax. 
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predictability. Although three economic support packages worth 

much of the announced support was credit-based or stemmed from a 

barriers in accessing relief. Women enrolled in the Pradhan Mantri 

deposited in their accounts. Widows, pensioners, and people with 
disabilities received a lump sum and an advance on pension payments. 
State governments took further advantage of existing schemes and 
policy apparatuses tailored to local needs. But many groups and 
households had to contend with issues related to accessing these 

those with active bank accounts or those who had enrolled in previous 

the economy so that the money will help MSMEs to produce goods 
and that employment potential could be increased. The demand for 

involve the private sector, except for big corporations. Unlike Kerala 

sub-national governments. The central government downgraded 
these kinds of interventions. Except for bilateral development 

organisations, very few multilateral development partners were seen 
during the lockdown. 

 Much of the funding 

in the current year as an emergency response to the impact of the 

preexisting national platforms and programmes such as the Public 

systems against infectious diseases. 

b. Inclusive partnerships

Elected representatives or CSOs were not allowed in planning. 

in Parliament. Question-and-answer sessions were suspended, 
and days of the sessions were cut short, allegedly due to the 

its pandemic response to control relief activities. For example, a 

also forced to open their bank accounts in the national capital 
and kept under regular surveillance. The government gave orders 
to the private sector, mostly industrial, corporate and MSMEs, to 



92

provide food and accommodation for migrant workers on lockdown, 
but monitoring mechanisms were not created. 

c. Transparency and accountability

Non -Transparent PM-CARES.

from corporations and individuals to this initiative was not widely 

formed part of the fund would be made public. Government and 

d. Focus on results

expected for MSMEs and small investors. The scheme was linked to 
bank loans and under the discretion of bank managers. This was further 
complicated by many confusing rules, which resulted in a cash crunch for 

spending, which was meant for the vulnerable. The actual amount for 

to dispose at their own discretion, while the economy is badly in need of 
liquidity for its recovery.

e. Leave no one behind

 A third of 

such documents despite repeated appeals. Sex workers are afraid to get 

itinerant lifestyle, but governments designate them as people without 

sidewalks, at railway platforms, bus stops or stations, in street corners or 

people need to stay indoors, and it does not make sense to ask them to 

dilapidated structures lack basic facilities like urinals, drinking water, 
toilets or running water, which could be accessed in public utilities like 
rail or bus stations. The PLPs are left to the mercy of philanthropists 
or charitable persons, who are not obligated or given any mandatory 
responsibility to care for them. Any form of public and private aid has 
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CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

actions by local community groups, social movements and 

the lockdown and beyond. There were remarkable stories of 
solidarity, pooling of resources and food supplies, and inspiring 

farmers organised to protect their livelihoods. Building on an 
existing self-help group, the group pioneered a direct farm-tohome 
delivery model using a small fleet of vans to transport essential 
food and produce directly to customers. Elsewhere, farmers turned 
to digital platforms, using Twitter, WhatsApp, or new dedicated 

prices for crops. Such strategies were, however, contingent on 

establish a mass-user base.

f. Human rights-based approach

Lockdown used for enacting anti-people acts: Parliament has passed 

enterprises that would help already-dominant industrial houses to 

liberalisation of agricultural markets that have provoked huge protests

Violation of human rights during the lockdown. Authorities used
the controversial Unlawful Activities Prevention Act to arrest activists,

the provision of daily needs, though it neither supplied these essentials 

shortages, including children who needed milk and chronic patients
who needed medicine. Migrant workers were sprayed with a chemical 

or manhandle protesters.
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

There is a need for greater accountability around funds mobilised by the central and state governments. 
This includes auditing and publication of expenditures, and development of standards and best practices for 

health care and education.

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

bottomup, community-based model could underpin a faster and more robust recovery while granting 

right to speech and dissent must likewise be upheld.
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Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country
Economy. 

illustrates the contraction in some economic sectors.
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year. Figure 2 

Fig. 1. Growth rate in GDP and key sectors
(as of January - June 2020)
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Fig. 3. Decline in the services sector
( January - July 2020)
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Fig. 2. Foreign Trade Turnover
( January - May 2020)
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comparison to the corresponding period of the previous year, the 

Agricultural sector.

Services sector. The trade and consumer services sector in the 

as illustrated in Figure 3.
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The services sector is concentrated mainly in the central cities. The 
quarantine paralysed retail and wholesale trade in non-food products, as 
well as domestic services such as car and home repairs, hairdressing, dry 
cleaning and others. The hotel and restaurant business is also expected 

People. 

participants reported that they had had lower income during the 

their relatives and friends had not applied for social support to gain 
access to social protection.

The survey also included their perceptions on the extent of the impact 

food provision during the pandemic while the rest thought that food 
provision would be provided by external assistance. Forty-six per cent 

and students, and internal migrant workers had not received quality 

Official Development Assistance

Figure 4
Figure 5

Fig. 4. Financial Assitance to the Kyrgyz Republic from IFIs to combat COVID-19
(as of August 2020)
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total amount of assistance pledged by the donors had been received. 
All declared amounts went through the national system, as the 

bilateral donors and the actual aid provided

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

developed it, together with development partners.

civil society and the private sector were also unable to actively engage 
in the development and implementation of the strategic plans. 

b. Inclusive partnerships

Fig. 5. Credits and Grants to the Kyrgyz Republic from IFIs to combat COVID-19
(as of August 2020)
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represented in the following:

commission comprised representatives of state bodies, 

were active in giving their suggestions and recommendations.

c. Human rights at the core of the 
 pandemic response

rights situation below:

“The violation of human rights of prisoners deteriorated 

including lawyers, was prohibited, and by the order of the 
State Penitentiary Service, visits and monitoring of closed 
institutions were prohibited. To visit a pre-trial detention 

days, which made it impossible for lawyers in the regions to 

to medical care turned out to be the most problematic due 
to the unwillingness of the State Penitentiary Service, which 

and doctors who had expressed dissatisfaction with the inaction of the 
authorities were forced to publicly rescind their criticisms, repent, and 

social networks became more and more persecuted by law enforcement 
agencies, with some even being summoned for interrogations to the 
appropriate authorities.

1 The list of CSOs invited to become part of the Commission for the distribution 
of COVID-19 donations can be accessed at https://economist.kg/2020/03/31/
obnarodovan-sostav-komissii-po-raspredeleniju-pozhertvovanij-na-COVID-19/
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 d. Transparency and accountability

involvement. The degree of participation of other sectors in the 
process and how they do so in the mutual assessment of strategies 

media reports.

published regularly. The government uses management information 

domain, there are government reports on the costs of development 
assistance and humanitarian aid. There are oversight and complaint 

way to ask questions or participate in various polls and reach hotlines. 
The Republican headquarters have created this mechanism.

there full information on commitments and donor transfers. But the 

Ministry of Finance regularly publishes and updates data on foreign aid 
on the website of the state body. The Minister of Finance also has pages 

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

segments of the population, as well as to advocate better compliance with 
quarantine policies. All organisations regularly publish information about 
their activities in social networks and on their websites.

of state bodies and organised a working group on public monitoring of 

The working group plans to use the monitoring results to conduct 

technical experience and capacities of the members. 
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

a. 

b. 
plan. 

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

a. Strengthen multi-stakeholder engagement 

b. 

c. 

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

FOCUS ON RESULTS

a. 

b. Formulate quantitative and qualitative indicators for assessing the result
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LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

a. Emphasise equity and fairness in plans and national documents 

b. 
and local levels 

c. Strengthen access to, and ensure continuous delivery of services 

d. Engage partners and stakeholders 

e. Promote collaboration and concerted actions to reduce inequalities

Author
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Evidencing EDC Principles in COVID-19 
Response: The Response in the Philippines, 
Leaving Millions Behind?
Council for People’s Development and Governance

Introduction

development framework that anchors the global economy. This framework gives national governments, especially in the Global South, 
little control over their economies and has weakened their capacity to provide adequate social services. The extent of the current 

critics. Business as usual prevails as various stimulus measures are meant to boost only big businesses.

Philippine civil society remains marginalised. Amid the worst pandemic and economic crisis, the government continues its 

called leftist groups. Many have been imprisoned on trumped-up charges while others have been killed by alleged state forces. Sadly, 

CPDE
Asia
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Government Response

The Philippine government has implemented a militarist response to 

former generals to oversee its implementation, without civil society 
representatives. The national government implemented what would turn 
out to be the longest lockdown in the world, supposedly to contain the 
pandemic. This decision was abrupt and originated from no coherent 

to wait for a vaccine instead of decisively addressing the problematic 

this budget was hardly enough to address the needs of the country, 
especially its health care system and the millions of Filipinos needing 

lack of coherent response to the pandemic and further exposes its 

lopsided priorities. For example, the budget for health infrastructure is 

infrastructure development. The government is still pushing for its “Build, 

The Philippines is also one of the countries with the most 

unable to address the fundamental challenges of poverty, marginalisation, and inequality.
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Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19

Economy.

spending, decrease in domestic production and international 
remittances, weak foreign investment, weak export manufacturing 

government is, however, still optimistic that the country can bounce 

are in the informal sector. However, government support for micro, 

formal sector. Among MSMEs, both formal and informal, an estimated 

People. 

from high rent and low returns on farm inputs to high credit 
interests and falling wages. For instance, farmgate prices of palay 

while many rice mills stopped operations and rice lands had been 
left idle. Land use conversion also continues to hound peasant and 
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other foreign vessels are competing against and harassing Filipino 

their produce. Government aid has yet to reach them. There are also 

Official Development Assistance

deferment of debt payments. Lenders approved debt relief for 25 
poorest countries. The Philippine government could have applied 

response. The bulk of these are loans. All this added up to the 

items are part of a larger package of support for businesses. As it is, 

bankrupt neoliberal framework will not improve the capacity of the 
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Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

cooperation as it chooses to implement a militarist and business-
biased response to a health crisis. 

a. Ownership

Government failed to focus its response to policy areas that would 
deliver the desired result of weathering the pandemic. The proposed 

among budgetary allocations of the government. This comes after 

Manila Bay to attract tourists instead of allocating the funds for 
assistance to health workers, or or to students and teachers who 

to rot in farms due to lockdown.

b. Inclusive partnerships

The government has failed to promote partnerships for development. 

services span socioeconomic research, policy analyses, and lobbying for 

spreading anti-government propaganda, their delivery of aid halted, and 

c. Transparency and accountability
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levels. At the height of the pandemic, the misallocation and bloating 

of overpriced personal protective equipment for health workers, 
and the questionable dumping of crushed dolomite on the shores 
of Manila Bay were also brought to public attention. Mechanisms 

d. Leave No One Behind (focus on human 
rights at the core of pandemic response)

at this critical time is primary. However, the current response has only 

democratic spaces and violating basic human rights. With its militarist 
response of treating the people as enemies of the state, the Philippine 
government is fostering discord instead of uniting development actors 
for rebuilding.

civil liberties are passed, the latest of which is the Anti-Terrorism 

posting allegedly anti-government posts, or even criticising the 
government. Aid workers have been arrested because of alleged 

the time, remote communities in particular needed information 

aging and ailing prisoners vulnerable to the virus, including prisoners 

government plans and actions to resolve the crisis.

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

sessions to assess the situation and determine the most urgent 

constituencies and the marginalised groups they work with, and 
provided food aid, produced or donated PPEs, and called for health 
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community kitchens for feeding programmes and online forums to 
discuss key pandemic issues and socioeconomic concerns. A list of 
organisations, private institutions, and individuals who were mobilising 
to assist in the pandemic response was generated and disseminated. 

Peasant organisations also organised Bagsakan, which links producers to 

Conclusion

commitments in its response to the public health crisis and the 

poverty and inequality, with faulty methods and measures of success 
can also be considered as lack of transparency and accountability. 
The government is detached from reality and insists on using 

of privatisation, deregulation, and liberalisation. Even worse, the 
government has isolated civil society, which it deemed critical of its 
policies and programmes.
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Recommendations 

FOCUS ON RESULTS

system. 

The administration should allocate enough budget to strengthen the health system, particularly for 
research and development. 

scientists who know the extent of the health problem. 

oriented economy to pro-poor and rights-based economic development. 

Stimulus funds for people to spend on basic needs should be provided, including more assistance to 

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

implementing a people-centred and rights-based policy response are key to rising above the pandemic.
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Case Study on EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response in Albania
Partners Albania for Change and Development

CPDE
Europe

Government Response

At the onset of the pandemic, the Ministry of Health and Social 

preventive and precautionary measures to minimise the number of 

on internal travel; suspension of sea, air and land transport to 
neighbouring nations except for goods; closure of bars, restaurants, 
schools, mosques, and churches; and, the banning of all sports and 
mass gatherings. Weekday curfew hours and weekend lockdown 

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19

Economy.
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the reduction in capacity utilisation, the supply of labour, and liquidity 

from lack of customers, lack of liquidity, and lack of contingency plan, 

People. 

small businesses, and for those facing possible unemployment because 

The government also initiated a humanitarian operation to support 

providing them with food and medicine. The poverty rate in Albania 
is estimated to double, with the assumption that the self-employed 

more economic uncertainties and greater risk of domestic violence 

are employed in informal, low-wage activities that are disrupted by 

domestic violence, calls for help from girls and women to helpline 

from preschool to higher education shifted to online education, which 
limited the social interaction of in-school youth. Access to online 
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mainly those living in rural areas, lack access to the internet or digital 

a transition country. The closure of borders resulted in a decrease 

other hand, Albania authorities closed down migrant reception 
centres, which left many migrants and refugees stranded in the 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

National strategy. The Ministry of Health and Social Protection and 

phases for the reopening of the economy based on recommendations 

The abovementioned documents and other legal acts prepared 
have not been prepared based on multi-stakeholder participation of 

parliament, civil society, private sector, and subnational government 
and development partners. 

CSO participation. There are two main bodies established to respond 

members, all coming from health institutions and agencies, while 

There is no participation from parliament, civil society, the private sector, 
subnational governments, and development partners in these bodies. 

Alignment and use of country systems. There is no country system 

of Health and Social Protection has conducted online coordination 
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national systems for public health preparedness. 

The Ministry of Finance and Economy 

available, the aid from donors is forecast on short-term and multi-
year bases.

There is evidence of 

Response Plan that is aligned with the Albanian Government Response 

education and the economic sector. 

Aside from EU support, the United States government has provided 

devices, awareness-raising and community development education for 

and the United Arab Emirates, provided diagnostic and medical supplies 
to Albania during the pandemic.

b. Inclusive partnerships

Stakeholder participation. There is no participation in the design, 
implementation, and monitoring of national strategies and policies for 

Access to government information. The Law on the Right to 

relevant government information. However, media and human rights 
organisations have accused the government of monopolising the 

described these actions as unconstitutional and harmful. 

Incorporation of CSO recommendations. 

Legal and regulatory environment for CSOs and marginalised 
populations. The legal and regulatory environment in place is neutral 
- it does not hinder and/or facilitate access to resources for domestic 

Impact on fundamental rights and freedoms, repression and other 
violations in line with COVID-19 response.
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Protection amended the initial order and prolonged the closure of all 
public activities, including gatherings and assemblies till the end of the 
pandemic situation. Within the same day, the Albanian Government 

Shrinking or closing civic and democratic spaces. From March 

released a letter with recommendations on necessary measures 
that public institutions should take to respect the right to free 

measures that the state police should take to revoke the bans 
on small gatherings indoors or outdoors, as well as to guarantee 

right of spontaneous and anti-counter assemblies, and the need to 
improve normative policies on assemblies. 

Availability and access to technology.

and other stakeholders, but there is a lack of capacities and skills 
in the sector to access and use this technology. Based on a needs 

sector. The support package had two main interventions:

a. 

b. 
creative tools. Given the wide range of applications, tools and 

one. As part of this training, participants had the opportunity 
to get acquainted with the platforms, assess which ones were 
appropriate and most economical for their needs.

c. Leave no one Behind (focus on human rights 
at the core of pandemic response)

Operating guidelines/practices on COVID-19 response concerning 
human rights laws and norms.
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or natural disaster and some forms of violation of quarantine rules to 
prevent the spread of infectious diseases. The proposed amendments 

violating quarantine and curfews imposed under the state of emergency. 
Recognising that these proposed penalties were very harsh and not 

Parliament not to approve the proposed amendments that violate the 

committee to make changes to the proposal, mitigating the sentences 
to a maximum of eight years of imprisonment, removing the double 

approved the amendments.

Accountability systems (new or existing) for COVID-19 response. 

online the developments in the legal framework and the attitude of 

vulnerable groups, especially prisoners and pre-detainees. They have 
been vocal about these issues, calling for a higher level of responsibility 

the president, the prime minister and the Speaker of parliament, asked 
them to uphold the principles of transparency and good governance. 

not present any immediate importance for the health and security of 
people, for which meaningful participation and transparency were not 

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

There are initiatives specially designed to engage young people. 

Epoka e Re, in the city of Fier. The activity included the use of digital 
tools to empower young people and send positive messages to the 

to engage young people to spread messages about the importance 

use of web-conferencing platforms. These topics include the pros and 

This training helped young people develop knowledge of world issues 
such as health, the environment, poverty, gender equality, energy, 

to the youth.

shared two short videos on their social media channels.



120

Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP
deliver their services to the people, families, and groups in need. They have supported the government, especially 

strategies and policies.

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

relevant information should be put in place and made available to all.

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

The government should ensure meaningful participation of various stakeholders (parliament, civil society, the 

consultations and discussions with these stakeholders to respond to the pandemic strategically. Multi-stakeholder 
bodies with representatives from various sectors should be established by the government, or representation 
should be ensured in the existing mechanisms to bolster representation.

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

The government should ensure that human rights and fundamental freedoms are respected and guaranteed. 

circumstances should not be criminalised for exercising this fundamental right.
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Case Study on the Effectiveness of COVID-19
Response in Armenia
Caucasus Research Resource Center (CRRC) - Armenia

Introduction

CPDE
Europe

GOVERNMENT MEASURES

To prevent the spread of the disease, the government announced a 

consisted of 22 actions that were categorised as either economic 

actions also included support for agriculture, micro-enterprises, and 

socioeconomic problems of vulnerable groups that found themselves 

Restrictions on entry and exit through the Armenian border, movement 
within the country, and participation in events were enforced as 
containment measures. Meanwhile, all academic institutions shifted 
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to proceed with the resumption of public transportation and the 
reopening of shopping centres, gyms, and preschools. Wearing masks 
was made mandatory in all open spaces starting June. The State of 
Emergency was replaced with quarantine, which was expected to last 

the middle of September while school and several university classes 

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

Economy. According to the European Bank for Reconstruction and 

than large companies. Moreover, for SMEs, government measures 

People.
decrease in the number of registered employees in April. The total 

was provided to minimum-salary employees in negatively impacted 
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Official Development Assistance

Armenia received support from the international community to mitigate 
the impacts of the pandemic. The European Union provided a total 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

While the Armenian government had developed the strategy, many 

various government ministries and local governments in responding 
to the needs of vulnerable groups through a mix of short-term, mid-
term, and long-term plans and public awareness campaigns. Local 

Armenian diaspora organisations such as the Armenian General 

and churches, and the Hayastan All-Armenian Fund engaged in 
fundraising campaigns for Armenian regions that were struggling 
the most with access to medicine, hospitals, healthcare facilities, and 

 b. Inclusive partnerships

context-based assessment and evidence-based planning is also cause 

resource management and programme priorities. These organisations 

to involve representatives of relevant government agencies in their 

emergency, arranging them into three stages of addressing immediate 
needs of health and food emergency, to address socioeconomic 

Among its partners are various ministries and government agencies of 
Armenia, local organisations and international partners. 

Among their actions are information dissemination and awareness-

include online campaigns and mobilisation of volunteers in local 
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The constitution also guarantees freedom of speech to individuals and 

of personal data in line with European standards. Under the same 
law, government and law enforcement bodies are allowed to collect 

rights obligations of authorities, principles relating to treating persons 
deprived of liberty, in protecting civil and political rights, and in 
maintaining democratic order.

Freedom of expression. 

regulate media activities during the pandemic.

to mitigate the economic consequences of the virus, and to directly 

include national minorities, migrants, the youth, the elderly, and low-

c. Transparency and accountability

Access to information. The government has been providing daily 

the number of infected people, the number of coronavirus tests, the 

d. Human rights at the core of the 
 pandemic response

restrictions. However, these means must be suitable and necessary for 
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Freedom of assembly. 
organising and participation in public gatherings and strikes throughout 

in place during the next four extensions of the state of emergency. 
Some members of the political opposition blamed the ruling party for 
intentionally extending these restrictions to prevent the anti-government 

which lifted the ban on rallies and strikes throughout the Republic of 
Armenia, with the provision that participants should wear a mask and 

Right to privacy.

government was granted the authority to track movements, phone calls, 
as well as text messages of people infected with the virus (except for the 

“the electronic control for detecting and isolating the infected persons, as 
well as the possibility of receiving relevant information about contacted 

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

transfer of essential medical equipment and PPEs for doctors in contact 

the implementation of the Shock Responsive School Feeding programme, 
the provision of food assistance and rations of oil to vulnerable people, 
and participation in strategic meetings to discuss national school feeding, 
school re-opening and elaboration of a road map for further cooperation. 
A nationwide food security assessment was launched on the impact of 

support programmes in regions and the capital, funded primarily by 

from individual donors. The support included humanitarian aid in the 
form of food packages and hygiene items and these were distributed 
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treatment of patients. A campaign was organised, in cooperation 
with several local and international organisations, to combat violence 
against children and ease tensions that may have arisen at home 

packages to vulnerable groups, marginalised groups, medical and public 
health assistance, support to the victims of domestic violence, engagement 
of children in education, support to human rights protection in the 
penitentiary and psychiatric institutions, and raising public awareness about 

including the translation and dissemination of public health 
information in the community. 

to online educational and government resources, including video-

Local medics and foreign doctors with Armenian backgrounds 

provide professional advice on mental health, self-care, and stress 
management through live-streamed lectures online.
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

The government of Armenia should be more proactive in providing easily accessible information, in clear and 

for seeking medical help, and sources for socioeconomic support. 

information about the ongoing restrictions and limitations in force during the pandemic. 

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Armenia and to establish accountability mechanisms for upholding human rights. 

FOCUS ON RESULTS

strategic plans and social safety nets. This can be accomplished through long-term and well-organised 
campaigns which tap the expertise of state bodies, civil society actors, and international donors. There should 
be coordination among these actors, with inclusive participation of all stakeholders. 

their longer-lasting participation in social aid programmes.

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

The government of Armenia should fully respect the rights to freedom of expression and access to information. 

should receive transparent information on activities that are being carried out and the main features of health 
surveillance apps, including the retention period for collected data and the purposes of their processing.
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Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response in the Andean Sub-region
Observatory for Development Cooperation in Ecuador, Peruvian 
National Association of Research Centres and Social Advancement, 
Sinergia Venezuela

Introduction

by experts among other reasons, because the government refuses to allow private laboratories to carry out tests in 
order to maintain control of the figures.

of the worst countries in handling the pandemic due to the excess mortality per million inhabitants.

CPDE
Latin America 

and the Caribbean
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Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Sub-Region

The following presents a thematic analysis of the socioeconomic impacts 

A lost decade for LAC. The region is now at the epicentre of the 
pandemic. The crisis is intensifying to such an extent that the region is 
experiencing a decade of lost economic growth. The average per capita 

region on the planet, eight new billionaires have appeared in the region 
since the beginning of the lockdown (i.e., one new billionaire every two 

Loss of employment and income.

rising unemployment rates, particularly in trade and tourism, 

unemployment rates. 

Social protection systems deteriorated and dismantled. The 

systems, precarious pension schemes, especially non-contributory 

labour protection programmes, and inadequate institutional services, 
especially for those linked to the informal economy. According to 

sub-region, the greatest increase in extreme poverty will be experienced 

percentage points and Bolivia with 2.5 percentage points. 

Peru will experience the greatest increase in poverty incidence, with 

increase in extreme poverty for this country is even higher than the 
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Ecuador and Peru are the countries in the Andean sub-region that will 

Increasing rates of hunger and food insecurity.
of people in need of food assistance has almost tripled, and the 
number of people who are acutely food insecure could increase from 

Disproportionate impact on women. Gaps persist in both access to 
and quality of employment for men and women. The unemployment 

men, and the pandemic has increased their likelihood of being unpaid 

and most of them are women.

Women have also high participation in the health sector, working long 
hours and being more exposure to the virus. They experience work 
overload due as they are responsible for most care tasks. 

Moreover, many countries have reported increases in cases of domestic 

Increase in the educational gap between rich and poor. 
measures and the implementation of virtual classes have mostly resulted 

food and nutrition, especially among the most vulnerable sectors; 
and inequality in access to educational opportunities through digital 
channels, which so far seems to widen the pre-existing gaps in access to 
information and knowledge.

Impact on migrant populations.
in the Andean region are undocumented and therefore unprotected 
amid the pandemic. They also work in the hardest-hit sectors, such as 
services and trade. 

Their situation is much more complex because the impact of the 
pandemic could cause the number of moderately and severely food 

million this year. 

External debt.

play a determining role. The reality is that the region as a whole is facing 
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the intervention of public and private companies and an approach that 
called for relations with both national and state governments and even 

equipment and breathing apparatus for use in hospitals. The 

non-reimbursable funds.

Governments have negotiated these agreements in a non-transparent 
manner and have not established clear accountability mechanisms.

Official Development Assistance
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Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Among Andean countries, only Peru has an explicit national strategy 

strategy that can be regularly monitored. 

broad, and decisive participation by public actors (parliaments, sub-

among the established priorities. 

With respect to aid harmonisation with governments, it is noted 

and detailed information on how this harmonisation operates. 
Peru, for its part, does not have information on harmonisation 
between donors and the government, but it does know about donor 
harmonisation processes among themselves.

 b. Inclusive partnerships

context-based assessment and evidence-based planning is also cause 

resource management and programme priorities. These organisations 

to involve representatives of relevant government agencies in their 

emergency, arranging them into three stages of addressing immediate 
needs of health and food emergency, to address socioeconomic 

Among its partners are various ministries and government agencies of 
Armenia, local organisations, and international partners. 
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Among their actions are information dissemination and awareness-

included online campaigns and mobilisation of volunteers in local 

to mitigate the economic consequences of the virus, and to provide 

minorities, migrants, the youth, the elderly, and low-income groups 

c. Transparency and accountability

Transparency and accountability are pending issues for the countries 
of the Andean sub-region as governments lack timely, comprehensive 

with national contexts and responsive to local needs.

bodies in academia and organisations have analysed the 

the number of excess mortality is alarming. 

country, too, has made available a system to follow up on a plan, 

Governments also lack transparency regarding other political and 
economic measures being taken during the pandemic, including 
their basis for their declarations of a state of emergency, which 
hinders social mobilisation and monitoring. For example, there 
is concern about decisions on external debt. The situation has 
worsened during the pandemic, and countries such as Ecuador and 

the same path.

d. Human rights at the core of the 
 pandemic response

Human rights in the sub-region are being systematically violated due 
to the structural conditions of poverty and inequality aggravated 

draining their meagre savings and demonstrated the inadequacy 

and other violations against community workers, relief volunteers, 

highlight the violations against medical personnel who do not have 
the basic and necessary tools and equipment to carry out their work 
and safeguard their own health; teachers experiencing non-payment 
or delay in payment of their salaries; untimely dismissals in the 
private sector; approval of laws that make work more precarious; and 
reduction of the budget for health and education, among others. This 
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has led to protests from guilds of doctors, nurses, and students amid 
containment measures. 

The absence of measures by governments to recognise the care 

e. Focus on results

existence of progress reports on the strategies or actions taken by 

others, to form their own initiatives to collect information, monitor, 
and analyse the data made available by governments, to generate 
valuable inputs. 

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

policies or actions to be taken, but they have not been heard for the most 

was assumed as a policy by the government during the emergency, although 

vulnerable condition have been in greater need of humanitarian aid and 
security. Likewise, human rights organisations have actively worked to 
uphold rights amid the pandemic.

violations, accompany victims, promote solidarity networks, provide care 
for vulnerable populations; mount awareness campaigns and training, 

development. Likewise, they work to defend the independent participation 
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

strategies against the pandemic. The participation of various experts (infectious disease experts, epidemiologists, 

Additionally, the macroeconomic implications of the pandemic in the sub-region require that synergies be 

and international organisations in rural territories, and between strategies and programmes to support family-

since the pandemic has shown how unsustainable the costs of inequality are under the current development 
model. This necessarily implies rethinking the role of international cooperation, where we are also witnessing a 

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS
violates rights and exacerbates social unrest.

forces and demand that emphasis is placed on transparency, achieving a greater degree of accountability 
and higher levels of inclusion in order to consolidate democracy, strengthen the rule of law, and protect and 
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FOCUS ON RESULTS

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

human rights and democratic advances; a situation that, if not addressed, could eventually lead to widespread 

to take action on the following points:

who have less. 

Require governments to renegotiate debts acquired in the pandemic to ensure that human rights are 
placed at the centre of the response to the pandemic.

for the entities that carry out productive activities with the greatest social impact, such as micro, small, 
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LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

of the region. The basic needs of the people should be immediately available and provided through an 
intersectional approach, including the crossing of multiple axes of oppression, such as ethnicity and gender 

Work hard to ensure that the active contribution of young people is recognised, supported, and harnessed, 

Focus organisational work on social inclusion to counteract the rise of xenophobia and stigmatisation of 
marginalised groups.

instability, and displacement. These measures, in turn, require the establishment of social pacts to provide 

achievements made in peace-building over the last three decades must be preserved and deepened. 
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Case Study on the Effectiveness
of COVID-19 Response in Argentina
Plataforma Argentina de Monitoreo para la Agenda 2030 – PAMPA 2030, 
Encuentro de Entidades no Gubernamentales para el Desarrollo

Introduction

found in these urban centres.

CPDE
Latin America 

and the Caribbean

Government Measures

mobility, goods production and distribution, and provisions of 
services. The imposition of this policy also showed territorial, 
sectoral, and age inequalities.

restrictions were relaxed and the government eventually allowed 

to proper health protocols.

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

Economy. 
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People.

the pandemic increased in August and shifted to the provinces, notably 

Employment. 

employed and salaried employees in the private sector.

Official Development Assistance

paid directly to cover health programmes; in other cases, they sent 
supplies, respirators, surgical masks, or containers with surgical 

overseas, although still much of the aid came from bilateral donors. 

Japanese corporations also donated equipment to help address 

issues and policies to address the pandemic. The governments of the 

United States of America, South Korea and the European Union also 
extended assistance in various forms.

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Government’s national strategy. 

and Technology and the Ministry of Health were created. 

The country developed a restructuring strategy for sovereign debt 
and considered this in developing the national budget. To date, the 

the health and economic crises. The most prominent measures 
include monetary assistance to the unemployed (Emergency Family 
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local and provincial governments to participate. 

Predictability. 
, which 

accountability and transparency measures. According to the following 

Harmonisation. The highest percentage of funding was targeted at 

modular hospitals and strengthening of health services instruments for 

b. Inclusive partnerships

Consultations. 
were developed at national and provincial levels to establish protocols 
for safety and to evaluate conditions for allowing social, productive, 
and cultural activities to resume. 

Parliament resumed its regular sessions in July through remote sessions 
and resumed again in September through mixed working modality. 

of tax resources to the provinces are yet to be addressed. However, 
these measures are challenged by the opposition. 

Multi-stakeholder structures.

them comprised a representative of the highest local authority, 
representatives of health and social development authorities, and 

and channelling of contributions from civil society. The creation of such 

regulation and frequency. To date, there are social economic councils 
with the participation of social organisations in the provinces, but not at 
the national level.

Alignment and use of country systems. Even though Argentina 
is considered an upper-middle-income country, some international 
donors, in coordination with the national government, use country 

for the Argentine case was completed. Along these lines, the Strategic 

1  Congressional Budget Office (CBO) reports 
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Access to information.

the organisation most involved in the advocacy for transparency and 
evaluation of public policies. 

Incorporation of CSO recommendations. The government has 

Some of the examples of measures adopted between the government 

all productive and commercial sectors, as well as with state workers. 

CSO enabling environment. There are no legal or regulatory 

and village organisations in poor neighbourhoods. However, the 
security system, especially the provincial and federal police, has shown 
institutional violence at demonstrations or protests. At the provincial 
level, policies inconsistent with fundamental democratic rights w have 
been enacted. 

action of federal police agents that involved blockades and extortion. 

informal workers were detained and harassed by public transport 

government implemented a curfew which is more restrictive than that 
of the national government. 

complaints about institutional violence. Some prosecutors have created 
online forms for complaints, but this presents an obstacle for lower-

by institutional violence. For these sectors, complaints can only be 

c. Human rights at the core of the 
 pandemic response

Regarding gender diversity, the national state adopted special measures 

particular, these focused on access to health services for transgender, 
non-binary people, as well as in developing health care protocols.

The policies of the national government to mitigate the impact of the 

approach. The concern for life and health and the social protection 
guarantees that the government implements are based on the respect 
and guarantee of human rights. 
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However, it is necessary to mention that the security protocols 

carried out by the Permanent Assembly for Human Rights, a member 

mass arrests were arbitrarily made, particularly of young people with 
lower incomes.

 d. Transparency and accountability

The government constantly informs the public about the policies it 
implements through its institutional pages and other communication 
channels, including mass media and social networks. Reports on the 
disbursement of the budget allocated for pandemic response are 

 CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

solidarity, respect for diversity and plurality, democratic appropriation 
according to local needs, and advocacy towards overcoming the 
fragmentation of civil society itself. 

This proposal for a better post-pandemic Argentina aims for an 
urban reconstruction and integration through alliances between the 
private sector and the popular economy sector. The goals include the 
urbanisation of 4,425 neighbourhoods, development of productive sites, 
digital connectivity and the development of multimodal transportation 
of passengers and cargo by union organisations. This proposal was 
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Distribution of Budgetary Items for COVID-19 in Argentina as of 1 July
Family Emergency 
Income (FEI)

179, 630 P
R
O
V
I
N
C
E

Emergency Program 120, 000

H
E
A
L
T
H

Health and 
pharmaceutical 
supplies 

15, 840

Assistance to Work, 
Employment and 
Production (AWP)

90, 500 Contributions from the National 
Treasury (CNT) to the provinces

5, 730 US$ 5,000 bonus to 
health personnel

12, 066

Food cards, 
attention to dining 
rooms and food

42, 788 E
D
U
C

Booklets for teaching children in their 
poor homes (UNICEF Donation)

88 Construction of 
Modular Emergency 
Hospitals

3, 066

Plan "Argentina 
Hace" (sanitary 
infrastructure, 
housing, sanitation 
and paving)

14, 074 S
C
I
E
N
C
E

Strengthening capacities in science and 
technology

50 Functioning of the 
Hospital de Cuenca 
Alta Néstor Kirchner 
(Cañuelas, Bs.As.)

1, 200

Transfers to 
Comprehensive 
Health Care Program

19, 000 P
R
I
V

S
E
C
T
O
R

Fund from Argentine Guarantee Fund 
(FoGAr) for loans to SMEs

56, 000 Hospital operation 
(Sta. Cruz)

471

Extraordinary 
allowance of up 
to US$ 3,000 for 
retirees 

13, 426 Zero rate loans for people under a 

pension and tax component (National 
Fund for Productive Development)

11, 812 Strengthening the 
Superintendency of 
Health Services

4, 760

Unemployment 
Insurance 
Reinforcement

1, 800 Assistance to Argentines abroad 215 National Agency for 
Disability

600

SE
CU
RI
TY

US$ 5,000 bonus to 
Armed Forces and 
Security personnel

800 O
T
H
E
R

9, 795

Percentage of GDP 2.9%
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

FOCUS ON RESULTS

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

Ensure that local realities and the particular vulnerability of marginalised sectors (i.e., poor, elderly, workers, 
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Demonstrating EDC Principles in COVID-19
Response Cases of Central America
and Mexico (Camex) Countries
RENICC, LATINDADD, Red Comal, ASONOG, MODES, CONGCOOP, 
Movimiento Tzuk Kim-pop, Qachuu Aloom/AROAJ, Equipo Pueblo

Introduction

framework paper and coordinated with civil society leaders to develop respective researches. 

The researches are presented as individual country cases. 

CPDE
Latin America 

and the Caribbean

NICARAGUA

recession two years after the start of the socio-political crisis. The 

The government refused to close schools and universities and 
instead, it promoted mass events that risked generating massive 

temporary non-attendance authorisation, which was allowed as 

imprecise and information was confusing.



153

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

do not work, they cannot eat.

Official Development Assistance

the country with immediate resources to address the pandemic. The 

EU indicated that the aid must be used to facilitate access to hygiene, 

social and economic consequences by reducing poverty, ensuring 
food and nutritional security, promoting production in rural areas, 
and ensuring access to education. These funds included support 
to workers in microenterprises and health and education groups. 

climate change, disaster risk reduction, and natural resources. 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

released a protocol on preparedness and response to ensure 

to reduce the transmission of the virus, and a communication plan was 
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people, suspension of mortgage payments, a moratorium on loan 
repayments, subsidy to public services, and suspension of water and 
electricity cuts.

There is a lack of implementation of health and economic measures, 
which may be attributed, to some extent, to the underestimation of 

with the pandemic. This means letting the pandemic run its natural 
course without taking steps to prevent it, to achieve immunity for 

economic measures have been implemented such as tax deferral, 

detriment of its population.

b. Inclusive partnerships

and economic programmes. These civil society actors are sympathetic 
to or members of the governing party, and they are consulted and their 
inputs taken into account in the pandemic response. 

actions on matters of human rights and democratic freedoms and 
continues to carry out prevention and outreach work, providing masks, 
health equipment kits, food, and developing outreach and education 

implemented. More than 4.6 million informative visits were made to 

strict surveillance was carried out to detect possible cases of infection 

put up physical facilities and prevention protocols and incorporated 

made throughout the public transportation system, markets, public 
squares, and educational centres. 

of cases of respiratory diseases. This vaccination programme was 

epidemiologists, and intensive care doctors. The modern molecular biology 
laboratory stands out, capable of analysing tests of several diseases, among 

has distanced itself from what has been done by most countries, 
ignoring the recommendations of epidemiologists and other national 
experts. The government is doing the opposite of the global practice, 
leaving the borders open, refusing to track cases through widespread 
sampling, and an overall hesitation in implementing quarantine 

to prevent contagion, the government has refused to close schools and 
universities and promoted mass events that risked contagion.

There is a lack of support measures, such as compensation 
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 c. Human rights at the core of the 
 pandemic response

environmentalists, agroecologists, and alternative economy 
organisations continue to operate and implement their programmes, 
they do so in a context that is unfavourable to their work, since the legal 

The closure of civic spaces, the lack of information, and the refusal 

and the media. This coalition launched and promoted social media 

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

associations. This campaign was initiated as a response to government 
inaction.

promoted agroecological, environmental, and food security systems. 

measure to adopt and implement the recommendations made by the 

responded to cases of violence against children and women who 

the lack of centres for the protection of children and adolescents, 

promote actions for the environment, which seems to be worsening 
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

a. 
collection of taxes from large fortunes, starting with banks, corporations and transnationals. 

b. Reconvert the productive matrix of public and private factories managed by their workers. 

c. Grant a universal emergency subsidy equivalent to the cost of living for vulnerable sectors, informal workers, 
unemployed, and homeless people. 

d. 

e. Waive payment for basic services such as water, electricity, and telecommunications for low-income 
households and hospital networks during the pandemic.

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Require state transparency and access to pandemic information.

FOCUS ON RESULTS

a. 

b. 
essential tasks personnel, with appropriate salaries and full labour rights.

c. 

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

a. 

b. End repression and respect the human, social and economic rights of the population.

c. Stop political persecution.

d. 
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HONDURAS

Honduras is one of the countries most vulnerable to viral diseases 

May, the country reportedly had one of the highest fatality rates due to 

The government has adopted four measures to combat the pandemic 
and mitigate its impacts. These measures cover the following sectors: 

Socioeconomic Impacts

Economy. The economic repercussions have been massive as foreign 

poverty due to the pandemic. 

People. As in most countries in the region, medical and auxiliary 
personnel demanded payment of their salaries for the last three 
months, as well as biosafety equipment for adequate protection. The 

chronic malnutrition, and patients with pre-existing medical conditions 

on medical resources to address other medical issues. People in rural 

from government humanitarian aid. 

people in the informal economy, especially those working as street 

alleged purchase of medicines, supplies, and the installation of mobile 
hospitals, but the government has yet to be held accountable. 

The criminalisation of human rights advocates has increased, especially 

Gender-based violence, particularly violence against women, has 

many women to feed their families, especially when their sources of 
employment have been lost.
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Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

companies in the food industry and did not reach small producers, 

extension for declaration and payment of taxes; discounts on certain 
taxes; deductibility and reduction of interest rates; a Guarantee Fund 

be under discussion. 

measures implemented are aimed particularly at sectors or persons 
close to the current administration. 

Unfortunately, in Honduras, there is no perceived need to strengthen 

political authorities has been to hand public health over to private 

b. Inclusive partnerships

support for food security, environmental protection, psychological 
assistance, and the protection of human rights. 

As in other countries in the region, the government of Honduras has 

with the introduction of the penal code that criminalises any protest 

unsafe conditions amid the pandemic; in practice, they are allowing 
their sentences to become a death sentence, as in the case of the 

c. Human rights at the core of the 
pandemic response

domestic violence. 
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support for and recognition of alternative community health systems in 
peasant and indigenous communities. 

and mainly indigenous communities have strengthened their solidarity-
based economic practices for living well (Buen Vivir
well, based on the principle of individual and collective responsibility 
expressed in an economy that privileges people over the capital.

populations, practices such as the Milpa collective are being developed, 

practices advance food security and sovereignty, centred on the human 
being, the community, and respect for nature.

Bartering food as an expression of the solidarity economy allows 
families to complement their protein-calorie diet, supply their food 
needs, and promote community ties.

Another practice is the planting of vegetable gardens and the rearing of 
domestic animals, an activity carried out particularly by women. There is 

and manage land and to actively participate in production. 

The tasks assigned to school-age children have doubled the workload 
of mothers as they support their children in their studies. Women are 

infected person in their home as they will be the ones to provide care 

 Many children are abused by their parents due to the stress and 

out due to the lack of resources and technologies such as cell phones, 
computers and internet access. 

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC in 
COVID-19 Response

Although social movements in Honduras are fragmented, community 

to sustainable food systems, family agriculture, and agroecology. A 

systems has been promoted among consumers and producers. Social 

territories, and protecting biodiversity. Similarly, there is a demand for 
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Achieve good governance and social cohesion.

FOCUS ON RESULTS

Address the lack of adequate food distribution channels. 



161

EL SALVADOR

The pandemic has revealed that a neoliberal model is no longer an 
option for people-centred development since it has only widened 
inequality, to the detriment of the poor. 

Government Measures 

reported. These measures included the closure of schools nationwide, 
compulsory quarantine at home or in containment and retention 
centres, and suspension of non-essential economic activity in public 
and private sectors to deal with the emergency. Partial closure and 

The government and representatives from private enterprises 
initiated a dialogue for a gradual reopening of the economy, starting 

but also those of research centres and the academe. These proposals 
were included in the Law on the Resumption of Work . However, the 
executive later decided to veto this initiative as it discussed with other 

the reactivation measures.

Socioeconomic Impacts

Economy. The excessive and prolonged closure of the economy 
has caused adverse impacts on production and employment. At the 

of exports, reduction of family income, increase in the price of the basic 
food basket, and the deterioration of the living conditions of the most 

People.

protecting the national economy and the health of the population. Five 
months later, both the economy and public health were deteriorating 

Family incomes have fallen while the basic basket of goods is becoming 

1 On 18 May 2020, the Special Transitory Law for Comprehensive Health Care and 
Resumption of Work in the Framework of the COVID-19 Pandemic (DL: 645) was 
approved, which does not have the approval of the President of the Republic who 
has announced that it will veto it for not having the Executive’s guidelines
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fall into poverty, most of them women who are self-employed or have 
family responsibilities.

Official Development Assistance

coordinate and foster international cooperation, in favour of the creation 

directly to the president.

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Government’s national strategy. Since the beginning of his term of 

strategy and/or plan to deal with the pandemic; rather, there is 

Ministry of Finance. 

On multi-stakeholder engagement.

changes in the institutions responsible for foreign policy in El Salvador.

the government to address the pandemic.

b. Inclusive partnerships 

discontinue operations. 

not complied with. 

following allegations of lack of transparency and accountability, and 
arbitrary use of resources. 
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c. Human rights at the core of pandemic 
response

requested the El Salvador authorities to investigate alleged human 

of their security forces. Among the serious violations, what stands out 

conferences have been limited. Some of them have been harassed by 
members of the ruling party. 

the discrimination that persists against indigenous communities in 
the country and urged the government to defend the rights of young 
people during the pandemic.

Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

the population.

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

The health of the population and economic growth must go hand in hand with social development and care for 
the environment, to promote the wellbeing of all people, with the participation of all actors.

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND
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GUATEMALA

pandemic has aggravated poverty, inequality, exclusion, and racial 

Peoples. The pandemic has also exposed how the current political-
economic situation of the country has distorted democratic institutions 
and public administration, appropriated public resources, and created 
a system that produces and guarantees impunity for politicians and 

Government Measures

relevant social programmes are Bono Familia Programme and the 
Peasant Agriculture and Employment Protection. Until August, these 

Economic Reactivation, Rural Family Agriculture, Fund for Micro, Small 

The abovementioned programmes, which are designed to address 

Socioeconomic Impacts 

Economy. 
exports, and tourism-related revenues in the country. The contraction in 

on remittances, exports of primary products, manufactured goods and 
tourism. However, the reduction in oil prices and lower demand for 

People.

Guatemala is the second country, after Haiti, with the lowest health 

of the health system to serve the needs of the population, including 
the availability of infrastructure, human resources, health technologies 
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the third levels of the population, the conditions mentioned above prevent 

health personnel, and limited capacity for epidemiological monitoring.

The closure of economic activities has resulted in the loss of some 

there are thousands of complaints that employees have not received 
2. Many workers have been suspended without pay 

until further notice while others have been dismissed altogether, causing 
unemployment to rise. This has serious consequences to workers in the 

There will be 5 million people without food security, as compared to 2.5 
million food-insecure people before the pandemic, according to a report 

Like other countries, Guatemala has implemented online learning. 
However, public primary and secondary schools are the least prepared to 
implement this shift. Thousands of students, especially those living in rural 
areas, have faced challenges in resources and internet connectivity. 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

degree of improvisation of the Giammattei government in addressing 
health, employment, and other needs is evident, although he has 

comply with approved decrees, in suppression of institutions that were 

has given priority to relations with the private sector and military forces. 

an unfavourable environment and have been ignored and excluded, from 
decision-making and delivery of resources, leaving broad layers of the 
population, predominantly indigenous, out of any possibility of support to 
get out of the pandemic and improve their economy.

b. Inclusive partnerships

powers and oligarchies, who, with donations for humanitarian aid and 
health supplies, seek to sanitise their image, through the so-called “Pact of 

2 The Bono 14 in Guatemala is a bonus that employers must pay their employees during the first 15 days of July. It is paid every year and regulated by Congressional Decree 
42-92, which establishes the Annual Bonus Law for Workers in the Private and Public Sectors.
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and human rights, the transformation of the Secretariat for Peace, and the 
attempt to eliminate the Presidential Secretariat for Women. 

of actions such as the delivery of food, food pantries, masks, and other 
economic resources for the construction of a temporary hospital and 

as the delivery of expired medicines and the collusion mentioned above. 

c. Human rights at the core of the pandemic 
response

The government has violated human rights, particularly the rights to 
health, food, housing, decent employment and income; the right to 
information and free, prior and informed consent; the right to free transit 
and social mobility; the right to protection from torture, inhumane and 
degrading treatment; the right to live a life free of violence, particularly 
against women; the right not to be discriminated against and treated in an 
inequitable manner; the right not to be arbitrarily detained; and the right 

illustrated in the following situations:

a. 

peasant populations;

b. criminalisation, evictions of indigenous families in the 

c. 

d. suppression of human rights defence bodies and programmes;

e. lack of access to electronic media to implement distance education;

f. persecution of human rights defenders and communities 
protecting natural resources and territory;

g. restrictions on the right to free expression and organisation;

h. exercise of political control over the non-government organisation; 

i. 
alternative economic models of development; and

heightened militarisation of communities.

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC in 
COVID-19 Response

families, and youth groups have distributed food and seeds to vulnerable 
people, the elderly, the poor, and the informal sector in localities throughout 

on women in food processing, vegetable planting, and the production of face 
masks. They have also contributed to critical and informative analyses of 
government policies and proposals for dealing with these policies. 

of products from vendors in the informal economy. They have also 
made statements in defence of their rights and demanded that the 
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The struggle for ancestral demands such as the defence of territory 
more mobilisations even with the state of emergency in the territory.

Recommendations 

FOCUS ON RESULTS

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

resources.

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND
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MEXICO

pandemic has revealed the structural problems in Latin America and 

has followed policies of the neoliberal model, which is an obstacle to 
sustainable development.

Government Measures

A presidential decree to deal with the pandemic introduced the 
implementation of austerity policies, the abolition of various government 

strategic by the president - such as the Felipe Angeles Airport (Santa 

questioned by social sectors, continued. 

The following measures and strategies were adopted by the 
government in response to the pandemic: hospital care and 

education; coordination between various national, state and local 
bodies; international cooperation and agreements; economic support 
- via subsidies - and social programmes. 

Socioeconomic Impacts of COVID-19 

Economy. 

of disappearing in the next six months. Experts predict that national 

people would fall into poverty this year while the overall number of 

People. Globally, Mexico ranks third in terms of deaths caused by 

There are psychological and social consequences of the pandemic. 

syndrome and therefore refuse to leave their homes, despite the 

professional help. 

at home that are conducive to domestic violence and risks for 
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second quarter of this year compared to the same period last year. 
At the same time, there has been an observed increase in maternal 

.

of these positive cases had been treated on an outpatient basis, 

lack of adequate health care facilities but also to the preference of 
many indigenous communities for alternative medical practices and 
systems for treating their sick and managing diseases.

The pandemic has also caused an unprecedented dropout rate in 
schools. Around 2.5 million children and young people will leave school 

people in higher education will drop out from school. 

Official Development Assistance

as a fundamental change in Mexican policy to break the inertia of 

testing the Russian Sputnik 5 vaccine, it had agreed to participate with 

countries. The equipment would be sent to Antigua and Barbuda, 

be accompanied by technical training in the use and installation of the 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Business sector actors and party opposition questioned the 

3 The Committee for the Promotion of Safe Motherhood in Mexico
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corruption and insecurity and the decision to separate political and 
economic powers. This was exacerbated by the failure to recognise 
the strategies for dealing with the pandemic and the fact that the 

attributed the maximum responsibility for the health strategy to the 
Undersecretary of the Ministry of Health:

government, provided that no government workers would be 

senior public servants about to be progressively reduced. 

2. General services, materials, and supplies were reduced to 

4. 

their necessary resources were to be insured by the Treasury. 
The delivery of federal shares to the states, the payment of 
salaries, and the depreciation and servicing of public debt 
would also be complied with. 

Federalista they formed, have requested the resignation of the Under-

pandemic response.

agreements for the acquisition of medicines, supplies, and equipment 

vaccines, because of various risks such as, at the time, the lack of 
certainty about the results of vaccine trials. These risks have not been 
eased even with the signing of an agreement with the Slim consortium, 
the richest businessman in Mexico.

and distribution of critical inputs. He also proposed to avoid closing 

response to the crisis. The proposal, although endorsed by the 
General Assembly, has not been implemented.

The participation of civil society representatives in the implementation 
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organisations or foundations with the most resources from private-
sector donations are extending humanitarian aid.

b. Inclusive partnerships

the most vulnerable population in economic, social, and emotional 
terms; humanitarian assistance; capacity building and guidance; 
management advice; initiatives for community and social articulation; 
coordination of actions through social networks; preparation of 
diagnostics, materials, and proposals for solutions; support for 
complaints about human rights violations; and international reporting 
of human rights violations, as well as dissemination of experiences and 

modality in which international cooperation has operated for years. 
This challenge comes as the multilateral institutional system is being 
gradually abandoned in favour of protectionist and bilateral policies, 
driven not only by the challenges posed by the pandemic but also by 
mistrust of international organisations.

There is a lack of access to relevant, current, and reliable government 

in the country is unavailable. There is a lack of clarity and precision 
about the extent of the pandemic, generating doubts and reservations 
among the population when it comes to complying with containment 
measures as they are voluntary and not considered fundamental. 

The lack of public resources, including private national and 

have the resources to transfer their activities and resources online 
as electronic media and systems such as email, Skype, webinars and 

and the very people, they work with.

Incorporation of CSO recommendations. As mentioned above, 

receptive to civil society contributions.

population and coordinate with social movements, community 

Having a relationship of trust, on the part of the organised population, 
makes it possible to continue communication and to continue 
defending human rights. 

c. Human rights at the core of the pandemic 
response

Several human rights violations have been recorded in the country 
during the pandemic. These include violations of the right to health, 
education, work, and food; the right to decent housing and access to 
water; the right to equal treatment by the law and non-discrimination of 
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Aside from the prevailing poor state of public health in the country, people 
have been denied admission to hospitals, care of patients with chronic 
and serious diseases has been abandoned. The armed forces have been 
involved in health care services, and this represents a step backward in the 
democratic process, as they must be subordinated to civilian authority.

information, there have been recorded cases of misinformation about 

and lack of protocol for how they can exercise their right to mourn. 

especially in indigenous and remote communities. 

attend classes because the rest have neither internet connection nor 
gadgets to follow distance learning. 

compensation, and public servants have been forced to work under 
poor health conditions, which can lead to infection. 

have adopted unconstitutional measures such as roadblocks, curfews, 
limitation of the right to free transit, and the use of force to impose 
social distancing measures. Examples of these human rights abuses 

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC in 
COVID-19 Response

Humanitarian assistance such as food delivery and food barter;

2. 
about the situation amid the pandemic and seminars and 
courses in learning and sharing practical skills, such as home 
gardening, food processing, and administration of traditional 
and alternative medicine;

Guidance, management advice and direct attention to the 
population, psychological care and strategies to cope with 
isolation, advice on procedures to access public health services, 

instances and telephone numbers, concerning cases of gender-
based violence

4. 
organisation for food purchases, to avoid further departures 
from their homes.

5. Articulation of actions, through social networks

6. Preparation of diagnostics, materials, and solution proposals

violations and denunciation of such violations

8. 
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FINAL CONSIDERATIONS

As presented above, the pandemic has exposed and exacerbated the socioeconomic challenges and conditions of the region. CSOs believe that there is a need to scale 

regional and strategic vision based on justice, equity, and the full exercise of human rights for all people.

Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

of indigenous and rural communities towards the long-term goal of food sovereignty. 

has access to education under the new norm. 

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Uphold good governance, social cohesion, and respect for human rights to recover the social fabric of Mexican 
society, and to promote inclusive political dialogue with the federal and state governments.

FOCUS ON RESULTS

Address impacts of the pandemic and strengthen health care capacity through investments on infrastructure, 
equipment, and supply of medicines.

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND
Promote gender equality by curbing widespread violence, mainly against children, the youth, women, 
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Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response in Algeria
Arab NGO Network for Development-CPDE MENA 

Introduction

on oil revenues. The decline in oil and gas prices has exacerbated the challenges facing the Algerian economy and leading to the 
imposition of precautionary and austerity measures.

uprising against the regime.

CPDE
Middle East 

and North Africa

Government Measures

infection. The authorities tried at that time to track the case, 
strengthening its investigative procedures by medical examination 

were not stopped, and the Algerian international airport lacked early 
detection tools and thermal scanners.

including border closures, cancellation of air and sea travels, 
closure of schools, universities and mosques, and prohibition of 
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demonstrations. Thereafter, Algeria began to take another set of 
strict measures to close the capital, and the complete quarantine took 

The cabinet cancelled the third semester of study for the three 

while retaining the baccalaureate exam. 

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

Economy. 

the import of agricultural materials and the export of medical supplies, 

goods subsidy policy unchanged to avoid unrest. Algeria subsidises 

People. The Ministry of Labour has formed a committee of experts 
to study the impact of the pandemic on the labour market, but the 
study remains hidden and only some leaked information has been 
published by the press and indicated that about half a million workers 
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the political crisis that seems to reinforce the traditional status quo, in 
which the system of governance is often characterised by exclusion, 
violence, oppression, and the violation of human rights.

Poverty is expected to increase in the next few years as are 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

that are likely to live in the worst scenarios in terms of economic, 
social, political, and security aspects.

The targets set by the Algerian authorities relating to Sustainable 

hydrocarbon sector and improve the living conditions of individuals 
while addressing environmental concerns. However, immediate 
progress in this direction seems doubtful. Aside from the pandemic, 

a catastrophic economic and social situation, are likely to increase 

b. Inclusive partnerships

traditional bonds and community structures to help prevent the 
disease. For example, certain businesses based on e-payments, such 
as ridesharing apps, delivery services, and marketplace merchants, 
started to accept cash payments in order to adapt to the needs of the 

conformity allowed new entrepreneurs to sustain their businesses 
while providing services to people.

c. Transparency and accountability

such as the Ministry of Labour also launched initiatives to respond to the 

to the public, which highlights a lack of transparency towards the public. 

to prevent the publication of any information or statistics related to 
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the president strongly condemned those who he thought perpetuated 

d. Human rights at the core of COVID-19 
response

Think-tanks and human rights organisations observed that Algerian 

(“Algeria: End Repression Against Hirak Activists and Journalists amid 

arbitrary arrests of opponents, students, civil society activists and 

system to put activists in prisons, or put them in prolonged pre-trial 

CSO Good Practices Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response 

what they could to curb the epidemic in the face of a health system 
ravaged by corruption and mismanagement.

Furthermore, some spontaneous responses also occurred at the 

such as traditional celebrations, volunteering for the cleaning of 

made preparations for confinement, provided food supplies, gas 
and goods, held outreach campaigns, delivered soap dispensers, 
and organised constant groups for volunteers for sanitation work 
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

measures in the aftermath of the pandemic.

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS
strong cultural attachments and the spirit of community solidarity in Algerian villages.

FOCUS ON RESULTS

A certain approach allowing for local growth and prevention of the virus must be adopted by the government and 
municipalities in order to promote local production and lessen the impact of the pandemic at the same time.
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Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response in Iraq
Al-Amal Association

Introduction

CPDE
Middle East 

and North Africa

Government Measures

A national government crisis cell led by the Health Minister was 

procedures and declaration of changes in working hours in state 

or examination equipment and communicated with some parties to 
provide support to the government.

Additionally, a parliamentary crisis cell was formed to provide 

However, its role seemed to dissipate over time.
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cases, deaths, and other developments related to the pandemic and the 

the actual numbers. Most infections are not reported to health centres 

national crisis cell, and crisis cells in the various governorates. Some 

and general lockdown was aimed at controlling the already volatile 
situation in the streets.

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

Economy.

were challenging to access considering that the pandemic impeded 
external borrowing due to high demand, the weak credit rating of the 

Socioeconomic reform processes were held back, and growth rates 

government lasted for four months. These measures completely 
halted the economic activity of many small and medium enterprises 

and governorates.

People. The government collaborated with some donors to secure 

equipment, increasing the capacity of health centres, and coordinated 
with some ministries or sectors. For example, the Baghdad 

social protection network. To make better use of the money, the 
government cut from those receiving more than one salary or 

highly-paid state positions due to limited state income and as 

was left to expire. Patients were also unable to obtain treatment or 

and expulsion of domestic workers. Most foreign workers left for their 
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countries, and the conditions of their return were not facilitated or 
organised properly by the government. Some were able to stay and 

for health assistance.

Official Development Assistance

Most international donors were late to respond, given that they had 
to address the pandemic in their respective countries. The health 

as in the rehabilitation of health facilities and hospitals, in supporting 

support to the Ministry of Higher Education.

corresponding interest payments are also rising. According to the 

suspended due to the inability to pay, as well as the extraordinary 
demands on the government to improve electricity and other services 
that may encourage investments.

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

health sector. Addressing the crisis took longer than usual, due to 
part-time shifts and the strict procedures followed by international 

and other supplies, or for developing alternative plans (General 

pressure on organisations to draft two proposals and two budgets for 

communication took some time to be treated professionally and 
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consistently by the concerned actors. The scale of the problem was 

needs and take their time to respond. There were no contingency 
plans or best practices that could be learned from elsewhere.

b. Inclusive partnerships

There were no real consultative partnerships between the 

in some governorates. 

policy to help organisations work well under these circumstances. Some 
organisations were able to receive exceptions related to movement 

assistance for rents, electricity payments and drug bills, and health 
awareness campaigns. Several organisations provided equipment and 
tools to hospitals and health centres, such as oxygen bottles, personal 

companies and entrepreneurs to donate through transfers. However, 
large-scale banking procedures complicated the collection of small 

conditions, which were an added burden. Some security points set up 

role and some were arrested under vague conditions, which required 

c. Transparency and accountability

organisations, especially regarding the allocation and spending for 

programmes have not been conducted in a participatory manner, 
especially in their work with local organisations.

supporters, mostly from the private sector, to donate more and 
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Many organisations used the internet in interacting with their 

pandemic, collecting donations, allocating support, and conducting 

policies and on parliament. They were more successful online than 
the government and other legislative and oversight bodies (General 

d. Human rights at the core of COVID-19 
response

prevented from undergoing quarantine due to customs and traditions 

towards women and children.

Abuse due to non-compliance with the curfew reached the point of 

extortion in exchange for the exercise of professions during the curfew. 
Under such conditions, public freedoms were restricted in a manner 

that did not conform to human rights standards. These arbitrary 
measures also impacted relations with the press and media networks. 
Journalists were arrested, and media channels were forced to close (Al-

head of health services in al-Karkh, Baghdad, called for the temporary 
release of a large number of prisoners and detainees, who should be 
returned after the pandemic, in addition to releasing those who had 
served a certain period of their sentences.

with the new normal. Many school teachers and students did not own 
computers, and some had no experience dealing with WhatsApp and 

school and university closures since the beginning of the school year. 
Lack of coordination was evident between the Ministries of Higher 

CSO Good Practices Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response 

repercussions despite not having a predetermined response strategy. 
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and medical support. These organisations and initiatives provided 
thousands of oxygen bottles for those who needed them. Apart from 
this, organisations rendered direct health services and consultations 
over the phone or on social media.

from religious institutions, especially Shia organisations (due to 

of appreciation from the prime minister regarding the quality and 

Lessons Learned

network, good coordination was monitored and referred to in some 

and income generation for vulnerable groups can actually make 

to help deliver these services. Reports should be made public as 
well to spread the word to the highest number of those in need. 
Furthermore, transparency towards donors encouraged them to 
provide more assistance. 

Challenges

plan. Access to resources was difficult, and online means were not 
always available.

needed to conduct and facilitate their work. The demand for assistance 
on the ground largely exceeded available supplies, and this caused 
further marginalisation of a big part of the population at the socio-

vulnerable groups was already deteriorating before the crisis, which 
highlights the need for an inclusive recovery strategy.
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Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response in Yemen
Yemeni Observatory for Human Rights 

187

Introduction

Houthi rebels. 

the brink of widespread famine as international assistance to the country diminishes amid the pandemic.

CPDE
Middle East 

and North Africa
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Government Measures

forces governing most of the country: the internationally-recognised 

collective attention and resources on addressing the deteriorating 

was created by the Saeed government. The government run by 
Houthi forces created its own committee and announced its own 

some residential neighbourhoods, halting air travel and closing land 
crossings, restricting movement between cities, and shutting down 
schools and universities. Awareness campaigns were also launched 
through traditional and online channels, and prices of food and 

government was not able to prepare enough locations for isolation 
of returning migrants and foreign tourists entry into the country 
as there is little technical capacity to implement the necessary 

Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 
in the Country

Economy.

heavily impacted by the decline in oil prices, losing half their value since 

following the outbreak and the depreciation of the national currency 

Furthermore, land, air and sea transport companies were heavily 
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People.

There seems to be a lack of social acceptance of treatment from 

prompted people to delay seeking treatment. This stigma, along with 

treatment centres, and the perceived risks of seeking care, have 

preparations and stopped accepting patients with other illnesses. Per 

are not able to access education, which adds to the risk of more 
widespread child labour, early marriage, and military recruitment of 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

pandemic in addition to the ongoing war that has wrecked the public 

support in combatting the pandemic.

receive mandate from the government, and and government agencies 

reasons, including the absencce of a proper risk communication 

another. 
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b. Inclusive partnerships

awareness campaigns and the distribution of sanitation items. There 
was no notable participation of civil society or other stakeholders in 
the design or implementation of the response policies as civil society 

about similar actions, or about the needs and lacks of the population. 

space depends on the tendencies of the governing forces in each 
area and varies over time. Aid agencies told Human Rights Watch 

and energy struggling to get approvals country-wide to provide 
assistance in accordance with humanitarian principles and without 

c. Transparency and accountability

public information about the pandemic. Public statistics are virtually 

disputed because data from all over the country are not centralised 
within reporting agencies. The authorities did not publish their 
response plan to the public, nor did they hold any public consultation 

no information on foreign aid or development programmes by 

strategies. Moreover, no information about the alignment and use 

d. Human rights at the core of COVID-19 
response

The human rights situation during the pandemic could not be 

has exacted on the country. However, in the past months, HRW 
documented cases of government interfering in or even obstructing the 

According to HRW, examples of interference from authorities in 

aid monitoring and recipient lists to divert aid to those loyal to the 

as bargaining chips in negotiations for shipments that other forces had 
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government authorities interfered in humanitarian operations were 

forced to work around, and operate despite, such restrictive 
regulations or other interferences by the authorities (Human Rights 

Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

Bureaucratic requirements by aid agencies should be lifted to attract more donors and funders. 

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS free of any unnecessary interference, and to work closely with recognised international agencies. 

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

There is a need for transparent and accessible public information drives about the virus.



192

REFERENCES:

Coverage and Press Releases. (2020, July 28). United Nations. Retrieved from https://www.un.org/press/en/2020/sc14266.doc.htm 

Al-Batati, S. (2020, March 18). Yemen government takes new steps to beat COVID-19. Arab News. https://www.arabnews.com/node/1642946/middle-east

-
men-oxfam-reaction

-

Dureab, F., Al-Awlaqi, S., & Jahn, A. (2020). COVID-19 in Yemen: Preparedness Measures in a Fragile State. The Lancet Correspondence, 5(6), E311. https://doi.org/10.1016/
S2468-2667(20)30101-8

Human Rights Watch. (2020). Deadly Consequences: Obstruction of Aid in Yemen During COVID-19. Retrieved from https://www.hrw.org/report/2020/09/14/deadly-conse-
quences/obstruction-aid-yemen-during-COVID-19

-
sources/Yemen_COVID_Weekly_Snapshot_26_Sep_V4.pdf

International Monetary Fund. (2020). Regional Economic Outlook: Middle East and Central Asia,” World Economic and Financial Surveys. Retrieved from https://www.imf.
org/~/media/Files/Publications/REO/MCD-CCA/2020/April/English/mreo0420-full-report.ashx

Middle East Monitor. (2020, June 30). Yemen: 35% rise in food prices due to COVID-19. https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20200630-yemen-35-rise-in-food-prices-due-to-COVID-19/

Oxfam International. (2020). Remittances to Yemen plummet as needs surge amid war and coronavirus. [Press release]. https://www.oxfam.org/en/press-releases/remit-
tances-yemen-plummet-needs-surge-amid-war-and-coronavirus

-
cle/health-coronavirus-yemen-case-idUSL5N2BY0A5

yemen-COVID-19-preparedness-and-response-snapshot-26-september-2020-enar

______________. (2020, November 11). Yemen Situation Report. Country Reports. Retrieved from https://reports.unocha.org/en/country/yemen

UNICEF (2020). Yemeni Children Face Deadly Hunger and Aid Shortages as COVID-19 Pandemic Spreads. [Press Release]. Retrieved from https://www.unicef.org/press-re-
leases/yemeni-children-face-deadly-hunger-and-aid-shortages-COVID-19-pandemic-spreads

World Data (2020). Spread of the Corona virus in Yemen. In Healthcare in Yemen. Retrieved from https://www.worlddata.info/asia/yemen/health.php

Yemen Supreme National Emergency Committee for Covid19. (2020, October 11). Novel Coronavirus COVID-19. Daily Reports. Retrieved from https://twitter.com/YSNEC-
COVID19/status/1331663884256763904/photo/1







195

Overview

Faith actors have been  the frontline of COVID-19 response as the pandemic wrea  havoc on human health, expos  the 
vulnerabilities in health policies and  a toll on national economies. Faith-based organisations (FBO) and institutions 
tapped into their resources  such as their strong capacity to mobilise grassroots action, wide operational reach, a 
dependable presence that elicits trust and trustworthiness, and their capacity to deliver critical health services. These 
resources and capabilities enabled them to broadly respond at global and country levels in several ways that include: 

Dispelling stigma and countering false information

Ensuring safe religious gatherings and adaptations of religious rituals

Promoting spiritual well-being, resilience, empathy, and community service; and

Protecting people facing vulnerabilities

Similarly, countries and governments including the Government of Zimbabwe adopted strategies in line with the World 
Health Organi ation’s (WHO) recommendation on hygiene, communication and education, testing and tracing, restrictions 
o  movements and gatherings, economic palliatives, and multi-stakeholder collaboration.

CPDE
Faith-Based 

Organizations

Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response – Focus n Zimbabwe
Caritas Internationalis, Islamic Relief,

The Lutheran World Federation, Act Alliance
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The COVID-19 pandemic impacted citizens’ livelihoods, especially 
those in the small-scale and informal businesses, and 

abrupt closure of 
different sectors like aviation, and the disruption of supply chains 
in agricultural production. Heavy reliance on agriculture and 
mineral mining for forex earnings and employment

Similarly, the health sector and facilities t  a blow due 
over 

the inadequate provision for personal protective equipment 
(PPE), unsustainable wages, poor working conditions, threats  and 
arbitrary government decisions. The situation further limited the 
capacity of hospitals to cope and care for the increasing number 
of patients. 

School closures and restrictions of mass gathering resulted in the 

access to electricity and technology. Apart from learning, students 
often receive  emotional and nutritional support from schools. Some 
children were exposed to domestic and gender-based violence from 
abusive caregivers at home.

The closure of worship places hindered access to psycho-spiritual and 
psychosocial care and support for parents, children  and the elderly, 
particularly those experiencing distress. Religious gatherings and 

face meetings for worship.

Country Situation and COVID-19 Response

 
time, the Government had already declared a national emergency
and implemented preventive measures such as travel restrictions 
and ban large gatherings.

Additional measures to slow the spread of COVID-19 were further 
 

border closure , restrictions on public gatherings, mandatory 
use of face masks, thermal checks and screening, and a nationwide 
lockdown until  

 

A crisis of such magnitude and complexity require multi-stakeholder 
and multi-sectoral approach and coordination. The Government
of Zimbabwe then launched the Zimbabwe National Preparedness
and Response Plan for COVID-19 and created a national COVID-19 
Response Task Force. On 18 August, the National Cabinet decided to 
merge the COVID-19 response into a single response plan comprising

 

Socioeconomic Impacts

Unfortunately, the pandemic hit the country as it was still grappling 
with a decade-long declining economic growth, punctuated with a 
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Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

 

allows for the participation, as equal partners, of governments,
non-state actors — such as civil society and the private sector — and 
parliamentarians in the development, implementation and monitoring 

converts country ownership from a strategy into a long-term goal. It is 
having an equal partnership with the government as non-state actors.

 this
to cases of abuse and corruption. In the beginning, the government 

impact of COVID 19. However, only a small part of 
this money reached the vulnerable community, especially those who 

 
credibility in handling donor funds. The health sector, for instance,

spared from cases of overpriced but low-quality personal 
protective equipment ( ).

The Zimbabwe Council of Churches and the Zimbabwe Catholic Bishops 
resulted 

in a multi-layered crisis of convergence of economic collapse,
deepening poverty, food insecurity and human rights abuses.

the sacking and the prosecution of the country’s health minister,

b. Inclusive partnerships

The COVID-19 pandemic underscored the importance of  
sectors and 

stakeholders.

The Zimbabwe National COVID-19 Response Task Force adopted
 

government included aith actors and traditional leaders as part of 
the task force to help disseminate information about the pandemic 
and plan for the safe reopening of worship places. For example, the 
Zimbabwe Council of Churches became involved within the education 
cluster of the task force.

With most government hospitals non-operational, the Catholic Church 
provided medical services through their 59 health centres spread across 

 
as well as some from Zimbabweans in the diaspora. The Papal 

Nuncio  

 

catheters, oxygen cylinders and machinery mission
local 

currency for utility bills and PPE at the hospitals.
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The Church also received support from organisations, individuals, 
and Caritas Internationalis. Other member organisations such as the 
Catholic Relief Services, Catholic Agency for Overseas 
Development 

There was no material support from the government per se. However, 
the government-assisted in authorisations, especially during 
awareness-raising campaigns  and also gave tax and duty exemption 
letters for PPE brought into the country by the Church. 

The private sector likewise came through for the FBO-run health 

St. Anne Hospital in Harare run by the Catholic Church. The 
Church bodies mainly worked in their clusters  and there was little 
coordination among faith actors.

c. Human ights at the core of the pandemic
response

Responses that are shaped by and respect human rights result in 
better outcomes in beating the pandemic, ensuring  for 
everyone, and preserving human dignity. They also ensure that 

are not only intrinsic, but they are also the very means by which 
governments can successfully beat a pandemic.

Government measures such as extensive lockdowns restricted 
people’s mobility and curtailed citizen’s rights. Such measures 

to health care not only for COVID-19, to food, water and 
sanitation, work, education – as well as to leisure.

Zimbabwe’s existing issues of weak governance and political violence, 
the 

country deeper into the COVID-19 crisis. These challenges made it 

government’s COVID response.

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

a. Communication and Education. FBOs constantly bridge
the information gap between the national task force
COVID-19 response measures and the reality and unique
challenges faced by local communities. They tr  to
accurately and reliably communicate messages from health
authorities and dr w on religious texts and teachings to
support them in delivering the information to their
communities. In doing this, they dispel  rumours and
counter  false information. For example,  Zimbabwe
Association of Church-Related Hospitals (ZACH) act  as a
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and agencies in mainstreaming COVID-19 awareness in 
their training and work plans.

Human rights advocacy. FBOs  vocal on issues of
increased police brutality since the implementation of
COVID-19 lockdown measures. The sector persistently called
for security forces to respect human rights and dignity of all
citizens. It also called on the task force to initiate conversation
between security authorities and the youths, who re often
the victims.

Ensuring safe religious gatherings. The sector’s
representatives to the task force continued to advise the task
force and religious leaders at the grassroots on how to adapt
religious activities online. They also advised on guidelines 
reopening worship places and  resuming religious
gatherings. Furthermore, they deliver  messages that

Complementary resource mobilisation and
humanitarian support.

Health and Child Care  efforts to prevent the spread of
COVID-19 by embarking on resource mobilisation to
source PPE from donors and distribute material reliefs

affected by the pandemic.

Gaps

The main gaps that have been observed so far by the study and 
respondents were:

Funding gap. he operational
coordination of the response
Tracking System (FTS) report  that  overall
Zimbabwe Humanitarian

Unfortunately, the government s developing
an unfettered appetite for loans, which  often either
misappropriated or squandered through corruption

 the  designated purpose.

Increased human rights violation by security agencies.
Continuous human rights abuse by security authorities

Poor accountability. Even though the task force schedule  bi-
weekly meetings, rarely s any new information or data
provided  testing, tracing and appropriate care.

overall coordination of the various units and stakeholders dealing
with the COVID-19 response ha been poor. Each entity seem
to
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

is critical to containing the pandemic and helping in the economic recovery. As part of Build Back Better 
Campaign, the task force should concretely engage  development partners  including FBOs  on local 
resource mobilisation, and call for more grants instead of loans from international partners and 
multilateral agencies like the World Bank.

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

Better collaboration between security agencies and community leaders. The task force should propose 
guidelines that will encourage regular conversation between security agencies and local communities. 
Improving the relationship between authorities and communities will help reduce incidences of brutality and 
human rights violation.

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Ensure greater ownership and strategic partnership: Responding to COVID-19 and rebuilding the economy 

independent social sector. The ational ask force needs to explore more ways of working together 
and 

competitors. These will also help in strengthening accountability.
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Effectiveness of COVID-19 Response Measures 
in the Kyrgyz Republic
Forum of Women’s NGOs of Kyrgyzstan

Overview

crisis 
management  which contribute  to adverse socioeconomic impacts. The lack of inclusiveness and multi-stakeholder 

response in Kyrgyzstan. The organisation reviewed the impacts of COVID-19 and collected and analysed data based on a feminist 
perspective. Yet again, women were  vulnerable to the negative consequences of the pandemic. The gender-based 
implications of the pandemic must always be part of the overnment’s response plans. The  plans should incorporate 

CPDE
Feminist Groups

Government Response The government imposed strict measures  included placing 
checkpoints, shutting down facilities and leaving only grocery stores, 
food markets, pharmacies, and medical facilities operational (Disaster 
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Despite the measures taken by the Kyrgyz overnment, it was clear that 
the country did not have a comprehensive approach to contain the 
epidemic  and it was not ready for the crisis.

Socioeconomic Impacts

The production level
 f ll , export-import operations  decreased, and

The COVID-19 crisis also hurt the micro
small medium enterprises
decrease in service provision, a decline in income, and changes of 
development plans.

Loss of jobs and income.

the informal economy. Tourism and travel 
services are forecast 

Impact on women. Violence against women increased. According 

vulnerable group among women. As of 9 September, 16 pregnant 
women have died from COVID-19 since the start of the COVID-19 

Women’s economic situation  worsened as they  mainly 
employed in the informal sector. Their workplaces  either 
ceased operations or shut down  resulting in loss of 
income 

care work due to stay-at-home orders and shift to online 
education. The increased burden of unpaid work on women has 
remained out of the government’s attention despite its 
commitment to Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly 
on gender equality and empowerment.

the inclusion of women’s issues on the government’s 
COVID-19 strategies. Social protection to mitigate the crisis’ negative 
impacts on women  also not  provided.

allowed to leave their homes, except for urgent reasons. Schools were 
closed, and the operation of public transport and taxis was limited.
People who broke the curfew, which lasted between 8 p m and 7 a m ,

Economy.
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Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

There is no overarching comprehensive national strategy or long-
term response plan to mitigate the impacts of COVID-19. Instead, 
the government prepared three packages of policies to reduce 

measures,  
the second package on the development of a comprehensive post-crisis 
recovery program. The third package  focused 

Available information on the funding for COVID-19 shows the three 
priority areas for the funding allocations:

udgetary support for wages, salaries (health and education

contributions, strategic reserves (procurement of grain), and
purchasing food products to combat COVID-19

revention of transmission through improving 
and crisis response

concessional lending, and the agricultural sector.

There is no information about the participation of the parliament, civil 
society, and local authorities in the development of the government’s 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

policies. A lot of the preparation and discussions happen behind closed 

Publicly available COVID-19 plans have neither clear results-
orientation and accountability mechanism nor a monitoring and 
evaluation mechanism.

b. Inclusive partnerships

There has been no formal consultation with CSOs since the start of
the pandemic. The President h ld bilateral meetings and telephone 

International organisations and donors expressed their readiness to 
provide  

security, as well as the sustainability of the macroeconomic situation.

The participation of CSO representatives limited only to food 
and humanitarian aid distribution, and CSOs are not decision-
making task forces. in both 

even in committees where they are represented.

 
lists and criteria of vulnerable groups in food aid distribution 
commissions. Other positions, such as those on domestic violence,
youth suicides, access to psychological aid, the situation of prisoners 
in prisons, violation of the rights of doctors to 
medical services not heeded.

the side of the development partners, only donors and 
international organisations involved in the processes of
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evaluation of COVID-19 strategies and policies as they  

c. Transparency and ccountability

The government has paid very little attention to transparency and 

the implementation of its crisis policies. 

monitoring (COVID.kg) has a section on humanitarian aid which 

Development, Health, and Finance). These reports contain information 

At the national level, there is still no reporting 
on the implementation 

mechanism almost does not include either result-
based or performance-based accountability processes on 
principles of 

and protecting the rights of women and girls.

d. Human ights at the core of the pandemic
response

There  no nationwide assessment of the needs of the 
impoverished and marginalised groups. However, various 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

organisations and bodies the needs of these 
groups into  

targeted such vulnerable groups, people with HIV, and 
migrants in

The strategies developed by donors such as UNDP and UN
Women traditionally have a gender-sensitive component and take
into account the impact of global events such as the COVID-19 
pandemic.  

and development in the loan agreement with the
government to implement the Gender Action Plan (GAP), allocate 
funds for such, monitor progress and incorporate appropriate 
provisions for contractors to comply with the measure outlined in
GAP in tender documents and employment contracts. However,
current government policies still lack a gender-based approach and 
fail to account the particular impacts of the crisis on women and 
girls. None of the government plans has analyses and mechanisms to 
protect or promote women’s rights.

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

Kyrgyz CSOs advocated for inclusiveness, transparency and 
 

social impact of the crisis and carried out various activities to promote 
human rights, ensure gender equality, and protect vulnerable groups.

in the form of material support, during the pandemic. They also 
provided psychological and legal assistance and referral of domestic 
violence victims to a temporary shelter.
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to protect women and other family members from violence, including 

Conclusion

During the crisis, the problem of coordination at the national level 

The introduction of gender and human rights perspective into 

Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

The government must:

apply EDC principles and develop a long-term comprehensive plan on overcoming the post-COVID-19 
crisis;

protection and increase their income;

improve coordination of national strategies and plans with local self-governance bodies;
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COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

 

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

provide resources, including funds and technical assistance, for CSOs, especially those involved in 
humanitarian response;

improve transparency and accountability by:

creating a multilateral coordination mechanism;

improving information, public communication, and reporting systems;

strengthening communication processes with CSOs;

publishing timely government reports on the implementation of COVID policies and ODA use;

include information on the situation of marginalised and vulnerable sectors and groups in all country 
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Introduction

hunting and gathering while many have transitioned into agricultural economies. They are integrated at various levels in 

regions and provinces in the country. 

indigenous territories. hese lands and resources employing indigenous and 
traditional knowledge. Through the years, they further developed their practices and successfully transmitted them to 
succeeding generations. They have persistently defended their territories against the aggressive entry of large-scale mining, 

They perpetually face exclusion from political processes and engagements in matters relevant to their welfare and concerns. 
Worse, they face all forms of human rights violations as they stand  the frontlines of the struggle to defend their land and 
way of life.

CPDE
Indigenous 

Peoples

 

 

Rights at Risk: Philippines Indigenous Peoples
Amid Fascism and Pandemic
International Indigenous Peoples Movement for 

Self-Determinationand Liberation (IPMSDL)
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Government Measures

Through the Inter-Agency Task Force for Emerging and Infectious 
Diseases (IATF-EID), the government enacted lockdowns and
developed the National Action Plan (NAP) as a blueprint for a supposed 
comprehensive and strategic pandemic response. The NAP laid down the 
provisions and measures to be adopted in response to the pandemic, to 
curb the spread of coronavirus and mitigate its socioeconomic impact
on the economy and people. Contrary to the NAP’s original goal, the 
government barely considered the health and welfare of the public, and 
favoured a more militaristic response. This led to the formation of the 
military-led National Task Force against COVID-19 (NTF-COVID-19), the 
chief implementer of these policies under the NAP.

Socioeconomic Impacts

ndigenous 
communities are doubly burdened by COVID-19 and lack of tate 

 
against IP communities. Cases of indigenous women’s rights being 
violated during lockdown have been recorded. There
women  

 
 

women whose communities ha been targeted by military attacks.

The harsh measures imposed by the military during lockdown have 
exacerbated hunger and poverty in IP communities. KATRIBU has 

their families. Such is the case of IP communities of the Dumagat-
 

compromised their livelihood. In a village in Tanay, Rizal military 
personnel banned them from gathering ubag (wild root crop) and 
honey from the forests. Fruits and vegetables were left to rot amid
the ban on people’s mobility and farmers were barred from selling 
harvests in the market. They were forced to stay at home and left
to fend for themselves, while the military cut their access to their 
livelihood and food sources. Another village in Antipolo, Rizal, has 
experienced food scarcity that several families reported eat 

 
access to food aid and basic goods provided by the government.

 
and children (VAWC) against IP women and children 
across the country, have been documented.  

the village 
hall. They their social media posts  

 
reported that an indigenous woman leader was held for questioning

 
swidden farms. only allowed  

in Zambales, the 
Philippine army assaulted and illegally detained several community 
leaders following the bombing of a community in

their 
community while an Aeta man was forced to eat human faeces.
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Filipino children and youth are the hidden casualties of the 
pandemic. The impact of unemployment of their parents and 
guardians has a direct implication on their rights and welfare, 
particularly on their right to education. Indigenous children and 

to education is 
denied by the government itself. 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Aside from conducting activities such as relief operations, the 
National Commission on Indigenous Peoples (NCIP), an agency 
responsible for protecting the rights and welfare of IP in the 
Philippines, has yet to release a comprehensive plan to localise the 
implementation of the government’s NAP for indigenous population. 
There are no available data that illustrate the actual condition of 
IP groups  could have been used in  appropriate 
interventions for a particular community. In addition, the NCIP 

 call  for a  consultation IP groups 
and other civil society organisations (CSOs), as well as members from 
the private sector  can engage in the overall design, implementation, 
and monitoring of COVID-19 response. 

 

 

 

 

 

The government has utilised its response to the pandemic to
 

humanitarian missions initiated by indigenous organisations and IP
 

that IP organisations in the Cordillera region, Northern 
Philippines ha  

The Cordillera Peoples Alliance (CPA) and Cordillera Women’s 
Education  

providing relief and assistance to communities hit by the 
pandemic. They

so that their donation drives not reach frontliners.

This approach enabled the spate of attacks against humanitarian 
workers, human rights activists, and volunteers. During the lockdown 
period, IP rights defenders were illegally arrested and detained. IP 
leader and staunch anti-mining advocate Gloria Tomalon was arrested 

 

Kahugpungan sa Tribung  ug  nga Nag-umad sa 
 Ugma (

their ancestral lands in the Andap 
Valley complex.

b. Inclusive partnerships

The government did not engage the IP in securing loans from 

the interest of vulnerable groups in which Indigenous Peoples 
are include . The Department of Health (DOH) secured a
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attacks on IP and other marginalised sectors. Civic participation has 
been impeded by the presence of laws and policies terrorising the 
public from voicing their concerns demands.

Despite these challenges, various members of civil society have 
mobilised their forces in asserting the needs and welfare of the 
people.

he CURE COVID network 
creative means to assert the needs of IP for 

basic necessities, such as food, medicine and clothing, personal 
protective equipment (PPE), and to call for a health-based response 
towards COVID-19. They mobilised their members and networks to 
raise funds and resources to provide necessary supplies to 
communities. The network bolstered the public’s clamour for free 
mass testing and initiated  

relief drives in Benguet province and Baguio 
City. The  

managed to maximise network of international IP 
groups and other individual donations through social media.
humanitarian mission to Dumagat communities in Sitio Nayon, Tanay,
Rizal

able to deliver services and food packs to IP communities in 
Pampanga,

Some of the challenges in delivering assistance in IP communities 
i the

 

 
      

 
including public information disclosure and consultation throughout

and vulnerable and disadvantaged groups. Indigenous
Peoples are listed under the category but the DOH 
admitted that there were no stakeholder engagements

c. Human ights at the core of the pandemic 
response

The government’s intentional disregard for the plight of the IP, under 
threat of the pandemic, is a continuation of the history of discrimination 

 
community quarantine (ECQ) was implemented all over the 

country. Without clear government mechanisms to reach out and 
provide socioeconomic assistance to IP, they remain to have access 
to information, health services, and government aid.

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

The COVID-19 pandemic has drawn attention to the glaring gaps
in the ’ national policies. The absence of a rights-based 
response to the global health crisis sustained the ongoing
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missions. Some humanitarian 
workers have experienced being held in checkpoints for hours. On  

having permits from the local government unit, they were held for 
hours at a military checkpoint while their team leader was kept away 
from them in a place near a military detachment. 

Consequent to delivering such services, IP organisations also 
conducted health education and advocacy campaigns.  

Supreme Court of the Philippines to challenge the constitutionality 

misplaced priorities  pandemic, but is also a desperate 
move to further militarise rural communities, vilify IP organisations, 
and criminalise Indigenous Peoples Human Rights Defenders (IPHRDs) 

ancestral lands. 

rights issues to  the United Nations Human Rights Council 
(UNHRC). Reports  submitted  and dialogues facilitated o 

he UN body  push for an independent investigation  the 
worsening human rights situation in the Philippines  especially 

 pandemic. IP groups have 

amid threats, harassment, and surveillance from the police, military, 
and their suspected agents.

Conclusion

The COVID-19 pandemic has only exacerbated the preexisting 
vulnerabilities of the IP borne of systemic marginalisation and 
discrimination. This has placed them at a greater risk in facing a 
health crisis. Basic health services and facilities remain inaccessible to 
most IP. Food insecurity and hunger have only worsened  
villagers were prohibited from entering the forests while economic 
relief and aid did not reach their communities. Corporate plunder 
of lands and resources  coupled with militarisation  have led to 
forced displacement, environmental destruction, and human rights 
violations. he months of militarist lockdown and quarantine

 witnessed how the government weaponised the pandemic 
against the IP through its IP-centric counterinsurgency programs. 

Under a regime where laws and policies are used against the people, 
principles o  democratic ownership, transparency and accountability, 
inclusive governance, and respect for human rights in COVID-19 
response are neglected. This underscores the need to further demand 
and engage the government, as duty bearer, to provide an enabling 
environment for a collaborative partnership with various stakeholders 
and development actors to collectively combat COVID-19. 
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

In this challenging time, a comprehensive plan to combat COVID-19 crisis is imperative to mitigate the 

NCIP should facilitate a democratic and transparent process of consultation and 
dialogue to ensure full participation of the sector in developing the strategic plan and policies for COVID-19 
response. The right to consultation and  right to participation, as two fundamental pillars of international 
standards for the right of IP enshrined in the UN Declaration on the Rights of IP (UNDRIP), must be respected 
and upheld. Interventions that would be implemented in ndigenous communities must be consulted with IP 
leaders and communities without any precondition. Furthermore,  should address both 
the immediate socioeconomic needs of the people and long-term solutions to social inequalities faced by IP.

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

have initiated independent relief operations to provide food packs and aid to IP communities  especially 
those in remote areas. The government should support humanitarian initiatives and protect them from any 
form 

organisations and communities in the design, implementation, and monitoring of COVID-19 response for
IP population. This includes developing educational materials and information campaigns  basic 

health protocols and standards that are sensitive to their context and needs.

Authoritarian governance in managing a health crisis must be abolished to put an end to the violence 
face. This underscores the need to reiterate a more humanitarian approach  dealing with COVID-19 

to promote an enabling environment for stakeholder’s participation and engagement in crisis management. 
Instead of criminalising activists and organisations  as well as silencing critical voices, the government should 
view dissent and opposing opinions as necessary elements and processes to improve 

human rights and further institutionalise 
criminalisation of dissenters, humanitarian workers, activists, and IP human rights defenders. 
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TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

The government  through the NCIP  should set up a clearer online mechanism for reporting and 
monitoring of activities related to COVID-19 response for IP. Data and relevant information about funds 
received by concerned agencies  as well as reports on how humanitarian aid was spent  should be made 
available  the general public.

FOCUS ON RESULTS
impacts of loans, grants, and other available resources.

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

The government and other development actors should make human rights a central theme in COVID-19 
response. Indigenous Peoples should have equal access to health services, medical infrastructures, and treatment 

the immediate economic requirements of communities and poor families to survive the pandemic. 

must be held accountable. Working 
towards a better normal, the government should focus on developing and 

REFERENCES:
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Advocating for Migrants’ Rights Amid the 
COVID-19 Pandemic: APMM’s Work mong 
Migrants in Thailand and Hong Kong CPDE

Migrant and 
Diaspora

 

 

April that almost half of the world’s workforce, migrants included, face
the risk of losing their livelihood due to the pandemic. 

through various schemes. Currently, many lack the income to send 
money to their hungry families in their home countries, while they
struggle to survive in receiving countries. 

Thailand

instituted a host of measures to contain the pandemic such as 

number of cases unlike neighboring countries in the ASEAN region.

The World Bank says the country’s economy is expected to slow 

Socioeconomic Impacts of COVID-19

 

 
insecurity, they 

were also frequently excluded from social protection. At the same 
time, they faced racism and xenophobia in their workplaces and 
residences.

Forced to leave their countries because of widespread unemployment,
lack of social services, and rising poverty and hunger compounded by 
various forms of state violence, migrant workers endure modern-day 
slavery, being treated as commodities - all this, within the framework 
of forced migration from their countries of origin.

The pandemic, and the health and economic crises that it has
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to pre-pandemic levels. Both low- and middle-class households are 

by 6.3% while household consumption, traditionally a strong suit of

Around 8.3 million workers, most of them working in the tourism and 

reduced, and the youth among them is expected to be hardes . 
Thais who are economically insecure, or living below US 5.5 per day 

had their income reduced, hampering their capabilities to survive the 

rubber sectors. When the state of national emergency was declared, 
thousands of migrant workers from neighbouring countries sought to
return home. Still, many migrants were stranded in the country because 
of border closures and COVID-19 testing requirements. 

A study showed a breakdown of COVID-19 cases in the country by 

concentrated in the migrant communities of 
Thailand 

The Thai government extended migrant workers’ seasonal work 

threat of deportation. No safety nets were extended to migrants who 

from reduction in income as a result of the dislocations caused by the 
pandemic. Because of this, lack of food and plain hunger bec me 
a concern: 76% of the respondents reported that they ha  heard about 

with paying rent, with some reporting that they have been evicted from 

While Thailand included foreign residents in its Universal Coverage for 
Emergency Patients for COVID-19, it still excluded most foreign 

access health insurance only through their employers, so unemployed 

largely in Thailand, reported that 97% of unemployed migrants d  
not have access to social security. 

reported COVID-19-related abuses in the workplace, such as 
employers refusing to give social security cards, violence and 
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sectors which

Unemployment has so far been kept in check by the government’s 
Employment Support Scheme, which provides wage subsidies totaling 

 
abound that unemployment increase after the government 
announced that the wage subsidy scheme not be extended 
beyond  

 

 

 
 

 
because of employers’ economic woes and fears of being infected

 

according to 
the city’s Standard Employment Contract, the only

as their employers’ families stayed home longer and they were

A study shows the heavier burden borne by women migrants because of 
the pandemic. These problems include women being more vulnerable to 

 
and services as they are often undocumented, deteriorating health 
services for pregnant women, and repatriation programs that are not 

Hong Kong

Despite being a transport hub and having millions of visitors from 
mainland China, Hong Kong was mildly hit by the COVID-19 pandemic 

 

 Because of a 
halt in tourism, exports of services continued to decrease along with 
private consumption and investments. The recent and slight 
improvement was caused by an increase in export of goods to China, 
which its economic

The pandemic resulted in increased unemployment. The 
 

hardest-hit sectors are retail, accommodation, and food services 
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government’s call  them to stay home  Sundays. Staying at home 
even on their rest day force them to continue to work, and deprive  
them of the opportunity to rest, meet with friends, and carry out 
errands. Given the constricted space in most Hong Kong 

on Sundays  re popular among many Hong Kong employers. For 
example, the Support Group for Hong Kong Employers with Foreign 

While it is well-known that the third wave of the pandemic 
included 

early August, the government announced free COVID-19 testing and 

further delays in legal support serve as added barrier. 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

In general, migrant CSOs were not included by governments in 
making policies in response to the pandemic, even for those policies 

migrant CSOs  both in countries of origin and countries 
of destination. Consulates and embassies which migrant CSOs often 
engage  with were even closed for certain periods

, especially  the crucial early phase of the pandemic.

At the same time, migrant CSOs continued to speak up, expressing 
concern about the situation of migrant workers, presenting available 
data on their condition, and amplifying their voices - all with the 

consciousness 
 migrant work  contributed to political 

pressures on governments of sending and receiving countries. 

In this sense, migrant CSOs’ inclusion in the crafting of government 
policies has been indirect, and forced by these CSOs’ actions rather 
than by governments’ attempts to include them in dialogues for the 

It is within this context that we can fully appreciate how governments
 carried out some of the measures that  similar or
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with the policies being advocated by migrant CSOs. 
These measures sought to address migrant workers’ immediate 
needs during the pandemic: information, protection, relaxing 
of immigration rules, among others.

The Thai government carried out an extensive information
dissemination drive among migrant workers, using the latter’s
various languages.

The Thai government helped repatriate migrant workers to
sending countries and released funds for this purpose.

Both the Thai and Hong Kong governments eventually relaxed
the stringent immigration policies to help migrant workers who

The Hong Kong government and police were forced to reduce
police presence, ostensibly aimed at enforcing social distancing,
in public areas  Sundays. This was a result of complaints raised
by migrant CSOs that police presence was visibly

claimed that
 the stereotyping of migrant workers as virus

carriers and transmitters . They also claimed
that the practice s unreasonable, as migrant workers le  home
once a week while their employers and their employers’ family

 out of the house six days a week.

Aside from governments’ non-inclusion of migrant CSOs in dialogues 
for policymaking, civic space amid the COVID-19 pandemic has 
substantially shrunk . While prohibitions and limitations imposed 

communication platforms n the nternet, hindrances to 
constant communication with their constituents, the migrant workers 
themselves, cannot be overcome as easily. 

rohibitions on mass gatherings have especially 
forms of actions to 

demand their rights. While Thailand and Hong Kong are some of the 
countries where citizens  successful in defying such 
prohibitions and asserting their right to assembly, such actions 
cannot easily be carried out by migrant workers who are always 
considered second-class citizens in receiving countries. In Hong Kong, 
migrant CSOs applying for permits to hold mass gatherings and 
promising to carry out social distancing  denied such 
permits.

While welcome, the actions taken by governments of 
receiving countries have been  minimally helpful in advancing the 
human rights of migrant workers. The minimal actions that they
undert  to advance migrant workers’ rights - that is, to meet  
workers’ immediate needs - are aimed at preventing from 
being active carriers and transmitters of COVID-19 virus. It seems 
that their attitude is to leave the responsibility for migrant workers to 
governments of sending countries.

Governments of sending countries, for their part, also do not 
undertake actions that advance migrant workers’ human rights in 

governments often exclude migrant workers from various forms 
of assistance and protection,  migrant workers as relatively 
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the pandemic that seeks to uphold all of migrant 
workers
forced to go home.

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

With the lack of attention given by governments to the immediate 

empowerment of migrants and their movement-building  developed 

dissemination, service delivery  and advocacy for the rights of 
migrants.

migrant organisations and advocates in 35 countries; the Alliance 

migrants  and their advocates; and the Interfaith Network for the 

that provide services to migrants in crisis or are actively advocating 
for the rights of migrants  various levels.

The website contains information on government responses, on 
actions and initiatives of migrant organisations, service providers and 
advocates  and survey questions about the situation 

he Facebook page, meanwhile, serves as a centre for various migrant-
rel  news and information  the pandemic.

Aside from describing the general situation of migrant workers and 

situation and immediate needs of migrant workers in various countries. 

situation and needs. The online survey was able to gather a total of 

hours and salaries.

 able to pay rent, pay for electricity and water, 
and buy food and basic needs. Around 33% survey respondents 
reported that they could not send remittances to their families at 
home, while 31% 

help the migrants secure the following needs: food relief, such 
as face masks and alcohol, assistance related to employment, health 
services, and visa and temporary shelter  and repatriation. It asked 
the governments to extend 

packages. In particular, it called on the 
Philippine government 

assistance for migrant 
workers
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the Philippines to present the survey results and appeal to the 
governments to take appropriate action.

of Filipino migrant workers to gather assistance 
and to connect with fellow migrants .

highlighted the dire situation of Filipino migrant workers in the country as 
a result of the pandemic and its impacts on employment and the 

notes expressing his stress, anxiety  and hurt over his predicament.

and friends, and asked the governments of Thailand and the 
Philippines to send his remains back to the Philippines without cost

the Philippine government exclusion of Filipino migrant workers in 

 and . 

The survey showed that more than half of the respondents had 

bought their own masks and sanitisers, more than half 
claimed to 

not  the house in the month prior to 
the survey  which meant 

received a salary that s 
less than what they  receiv .

and analysing the results of the survey, spelling out the 
needs 

measures to protect them.

isolation from family and friends. This is compounded by discriminatory 

even more vulnerable to becoming sick with COVID-19. 

The survey also showed an increase in labour rights violations, with 
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rest day, overexposure to harmful chemicals for cleaning, and lack of 
access to redress and grievance mechanisms.

becoming carriers and transmitters of the virus. 

The group claimed that the pandemic  exposing the 
longstanding 

accommodation  and other labour rights. It criticised 
the Hong Kong government for passing the responsibility of 
combating the 

and other . It stressed the need for the 
government to help  

successfully  the spread of the disease. 

comprehensive approach to the pandemic that supports 
households 

assistance program (3) information drive 
among households with 

employment and secure a new work 
visa within two weeks  the 

and working for migrant workers at the national level lending an ear to 
their woes, systematising and presenting their situation, and calling on 
governments of both migrant-sending and migrant destination countries 
to respond to migrant workers’ immediate needs during the pandemic.
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Recommendations 

warn that  with the further destruction of nature and the encroachment of human residences and communities into wild 
animals’ habitats, similar pandemics are sure to erupt in the future.

Recommendations with regard to upholding migrant workers’ human rights in relation to the COVID-19 pandemic therefore takes on a more 
urgent and long-term dimension.

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

In upholding the right of developing countries as migrant-sending countries to set their development 
priorities, they should also appreciate the need to embrace upholding migrants’ human rights as central 

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

The foregoing highlights the need for CSOs representing and working with migrant workers to be included in 
the development cooperation. Voices of migrant CSOs have to be heard because they have 

is not yet represented there. The pandemic must be seen, by both governments and the private sector, as a 
clarion call for inclusive partnership, not for implementing measures that only further shrinking of civic 
space .

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

Governments and the private sector must work with CSOs in setting clear target results with regard to 
upholding migrant workers’ human rights amid the pandemic, in designing and monitoring actions in achieving 
these results, and in accepting responsibility for the achievement or non-achievement of 

. In this area, there is so far an utter lack of transparency and accountability especially in policymaking 
processes in response to the pandemic, which has been largely top-down. CSOs are largely left out of 
policymaking as if they are already being held accountable for lack of compliance with previous commitments.
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FOCUS ON RESULTS

The needs and demands of migrant workers, as highlighted by the pandemic, are concrete. Some of these are: 
(a) information about and protection from the oronavirus  (b) assistance and social protection when

 laid 
discriminatory and repressive immigration policies  especially in emergency situations like the

pandemic  (e) assistance from governments of sending countries in terms of repatriation and aid for families
back home and 

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

governments’ development discourse and paths. Policies of governments of both sending and receiving countries 
generally leave migrant workers behind. 

The pandemic forces us to recognise that  if we are to survive it, no one should be left behind. The experiences of 
many countries show that countries’ citizens are not safe from the pandemic if migrant workers are not safe. 

of receiving countries should undertake measures to ensure this. Ultimately, however, not leaving migrants 
behind means that governments of sending countries should forge and traverse a development path that will 
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Introduction

Neoliberal policies in agriculture and the absence of genuine agrarian reform have resulted in food insecurity and rural hunger 
in developing countries. The COVID-19 pandemic has only exacerbated this condition as shown in the cases of Indonesia, 
Bolivia  and the Philippines.

 

 

 

   

  

Rural Sector’s Key Findings on Evidencing EDC
Principles in COVID-19 Response in Indonesia,
Bolivia, and the Philippines
Institute for National and Democracy Studies (INDIES), People’s Coalition

on Food Sovereignty (PCFS), Instituto Politécnico Tomás Katari (IPTK)

Government Measures

Indonesia

The Indonesian government implemented Government Regulation No.

essential work, restrictions on religious activities and 
activities in public places and facilities, and a limit people’s mobility. 
The president

stability during the pandemic. Some of 
the important features of these rules include budget reallocation of 

        
    

 distribution permits and imports of medical 
devices and where the whole licensing process is made easier.

The Indonesian government provided cash assistance to its citizens.
However, these programmes lacked comprehensiveness, were 

 
unequal distribution, especially for the peasants. Social assistance  

CPDE
Rural 
Sector
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g m p
(Rp ,  p m US$3  p m ), 

who ha not received other routine assistance. For 
rural families, access s even more limited, and the amount of the 
money given s very

Workers, farmers, and other poor communities who not meet the 
criteria re excluded from receiving social assistance. Peasants who 
experienced a decline in income and who were previously poor,

 
assistance. People who d not have an Identity Card (KTP) in 

their place of residence (migrants) also receive assistance.

Bolivia

the government issued a series of decrees including the declaration
 

closures, total quarantine, and approval of a national contingency plan 
 

demonstrated by the government and the president. Oftentimes, the 
 

with sub-national governments minimal.

The Philippines

In the Philippines, President Rodrigo Duterte signed Proclamation 
No. 

 throughout the . This facilitated access to 
funding, eased procurement processes, enforced mandatory 

 
 

 
proclamation also placed the country under a 

state of calamity.

The Social Amelioration Program (SAP) was launched to provide 
emergency support or lifeline assistance to low-income families. 
Further assistance was given to other vulnerable groups such as 
informal 

Subsidy for Rice Farmers Program. 
This means that only a total of

Socioeconomic Impacts

Indonesia

Economy.  
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 their 
 

 
 befall around 1  million people.

of poor people  

represent the real poverty on the ground where the 
number of people living under the poverty line is possibly bigger than 
the data shown.  
have declining income and deteriorating public 
service.

 
agricultural production and consumption, staple food, 

and other basic needs for Indonesian peasants. The rising prices for 
agricultural inputs and falling prices for commodity crops are an 
additional burden for peasants.

Food prices are increasing as a result of the government’s reliance on 
speculation. For example, the government’s restriction on movement 
between rural areas and the cities used by traders and 
speculators to increase food prices. People are now relying on online 
platforms to trade food and other commodities at higher prices.
Consumers need to shoulder additional costs for internet 
connection, for higher electricity consumption and even for buying 

smartphones. The government does not provide good and 
reasonable prices for the products of local farmers and ust relies 
on imported food, which is priced higher (PANAP, b). 

C k x

number of cases of violence against women ncreased 
sharply the pandemic due to economic problems in 
households, and it is getting worse daily.

Bolivia

 
 

small production units have been closed , while 
others have changed course. As a result, informal trade has grown 
due to the unemployment in many productive units in the country.

Social isolation and school closure both implemented. 
The increase in the number of sick people resulted in the 
increase of unpaid and care work in families thereby increasing 
women’s burden. This situation is much more serious in 
overcrowded households without access to basic services. The 
unequal distribution of care work is a central dimension of gender 
inequity in the country.
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The Philippines 

In the Philippines, lockdown policies, which limit the mobility of food
producers, aggravated their precarious peasant situation. Before the
pandemic, based on estimates by the Peasant Movement of the
Philippines (KMP), seven out of ten farmers did not own the land they
tilled, and four out of ten were deep in usurious debt. Recently, IBON
Foundation (2020) estimated 2.5 million farmers, farmworkers, and
fisherfolk had been economically dislocated due to lockdown 
policies.

During the lockdown, 13.6 million families or 76% of the 18 million 
low-income families were hungry. This denotes how food insecurity 

government’s social 
amelioration program.

Official Development Assistance

In Indonesia, the government borrowed money from bilateral partners 
 

World Bank,
AIIB ,

DB , UNICEF, UNDP , 
and WHO . The government is also 

S S F Ex
SBN V A

P D N
9/ I

I P D
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A COVID-19 S
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Analysis of the Application of EDCPrinciples 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Despite several policies it implemented, the Indonesian 
government  

needs of the people. The government was incapable of addressing 
the problem of peasants in agricultural production even as able 
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The Philippine Department of Agriculture released an unconditional
cash transfer to a total of 300,994 rice farmers out of the targeted
597,404 rice farmers. The LandBank also reportedly distributed
unconditional cash transfer to 18,495 qualified farmers out of the
591,246 targeted farmer-beneficiaries or those located in provinces
not covered by the Rice Farmers Financial Assistance (RFFA) program.
According to KMP (2020), however, the Agriculture Department had to 
work harder to cover around 9.7 million farmers, farmworkers and 
fisherfolk in need of assistance.

Both Indonesia and the Philippines recognise the aid provided by
donors to assist the government. Unfortunately, this aid is highly
dependent on developed countries and their financial institutions.
There is no CSO participation in needs assessments and planning
to increase local democratic ownership of COVID-19 policies and 
plans.

b. Inclusive Partnerships
In Indonesia, the COVID-19 response is led and implemented by
government institutions, the military, and police. There has been no
open, democratic mechanism to ensure CSO participation in the
planning, implementation, and evaluation of the National Strategy
of COVID-19. The Indonesian Doctors Association (IDI) is involved
only in provincial-, city-, or regency-level task forces.

There are legal regulations that allow CSOs and the public to access
information, policies, and strategies on COVID-19. However, the
formation of COVID-19 task forces has limited such access. Through 
intimidation, criminal threats, and harassment, the existing policies

dominantly push the enactment of prohibitions on, suppression of,
and penalties for the exercise of people’s right to expression and
assembly and their cultural and social-political activities.

Due to the lack of their involvement in the official COVID-19
response, CSOs released joint petitions from their networks, such as
from Jaringan Masyarakat Sipiluntuk Indonesia Bergerak (WALHI,
AMAN, SBMI, the Indonesian Women’s Coalition, YAPPIKA-Action
Aid, and others), and from civil society coalitions such as Open
Government Partnerships or Koalisi Masyarakat Sipiluntuk
Kemitraan Pemerintahan Terbuka (PATTIRO, YAPPIKA-Action Aid,
ICW, LBH Jakarta, Elsam, and others).

In Bolivia, the parties involved in the design, implementation and
monitoring of COVID-19 response strategies and policies are the
state and international bodies such as the WHO-Pan American
Health Organisation (WHO-PAHO), UN, Organisation of 
American  

 
national bodies, this task has been carried out by the municipal 

or departmental emergency operations committees as deemed 
appropriate. After three months of quarantine, civil society beganto 
question the actions by the central government and sub-national 
governments, as these actions showed no satisfactory results.

Indigenous Peoples in Bolivia are being disproportionately affected by 
the pandemic. Amnesty International notes how their right to 
participate in decision-making processes on issues that affect their 
rights continues to be undermined. In the pandemic, this has resulted
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c. Transparency and accountability

There are two systems used in Indonesia to collect information
related to COVID-19. Bersatu against COVID-19 system, an integrated
information system, records confirmed patients, those in treatment,
those who have recovered, deaths, cases per province, cases by age
group, symptoms, conditions, trends at the national level, foreigners
who are positive for COVID-19, and zoning maps. This is available to 
t

system can only be accessed by nd 
health workers. This system is used for any reporting of 
developments in COVID-19 cases throughout Indonesia.

Government reports on the development and humanitarian 
 

of Finance. However, the latest data released is only until 
April

recipients but it does not contain information on the 
conditions of marginalised communities, particularly labourers, 
poor peasants, and agricultural workers.

Even amid the pandemic, corruption was rampant as some local 
government officials in the Philippines took advantage of the crisis to 
enrich themselves. The Department of Interior and  Government 
(DI  reported that about 1.7 million families had not received the 
cash grant of PHP5,  (US$1  to PHP8,  (US$15  per family 
under the Social Amelioration Program (SAP). Also, 183 village officials 
accused of involvement in anomalies in the distribution of the SAP 
cash grants were investigated.

There are around 886 local government officials, of which 36  have 
been elected and the rest appointed, who are now facing criminal and 
administrative charges due to their alleged violations of duty during 
the distribution of cash aid under SAP. Even provisions for agricultural 
assistance have not been spared from corruption, including 
malversation of the fertilizer fund via the Rice Resiliency Pro  a 
component of the COVID-19 response program of the Department of 
Agriculture (Amihan Peasant Women, a).

Bolivia has regulations for auditing, social control, and accountability 
enacted to ensure transparency in the public administration. The law 
of social control guarantees citizen’s right to receive information in a 
written or verbal way about the management of goods and public 
budget, regarding the approved budget before and during  

has 
been arrested on suspicion of corruption related to the over-  

 
workers have denounced the lack of supplies and conditions in  
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d. Focus on results

There are no regular reports on the implementation of the national 
strategy. COVID-19 cases continue to increase. This means that the 
national strategy has failed in addressing the outbreak. The national 
strategy for economic recovery, by refocusing and reallocating the 
budget, has failed to address the economic decline.

 into the pandemic, several sectors of the Philippine society 
already raised their concerns about insufficient provisions for health 
care, including mass testing, contact tracing and quarantine, and 
support for workforce efficiency. CURE COVID and other CSO 
platforms continue to call for a comprehensive, effective, humane, 
participatory, and transparent response to the crisis (Umil, 

e. Leave no one behind
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 too

for marginalised populations in Bolivia has been severely 
lacking. Instead of medicines, the Anez government has spent over

 
president expelled Cuban doctors who could provided valuable 
service at this time.

 
inadequate government response to COVID-19.

rban poor dwellers out of social assistance packages.
Access to COVID-19 testing proves to be a challenge for the poor and 
disadvantaged, with tests amounting a little over

 
Balik Probinsiya, Bagong Pag asa Program

 
problems await them in the provinces due to rural underdevelopment 
and the absence of genuine land reform.

Even the shift to online learning has caused challenges to poor 
families, particularly those in the countryside. Without enough 
provisions from the government and with internet connectivity spotty 
at best, low-income families choose to prioritise buying food and 
other necessities. others are also preoccupied with work on farms, 
other livelihoods, or household chores. Their daily goal is to secure 
food for the next meal.They are far too busy making a living and still 
recovering income losses due to unnecessarily repressive lockdown 
policies. They are asking for government assistance such as financial, 
livelihood, and production subsidies (Amihan Peasant Women, c).
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e. Human rights at the core of pandemic 
response

Stringent accountability systems must be established to 
ensureCOVID-19 measures are consistent with human rights law and 
norms,with recognition of women’s rights instruments and the use of 
gender-and human rights-based approaches.

According to INDIES, the Indonesian government’s COVID-19 
response does not follow statutory regulations, especially aw No. 6, 
concerning health quarantines, that states that the government is 
obliged to provide and fulfil the daily necessities of life for people 
living in areas that are designated with health emergency status. This 
essentially violates human rights because people are forced not to 
work, but the government is not providing them withaid. During the 
pandemic, it has also failed to ensure better health insurance 
benefits to the public and provide necessary equipment to hospitals 
to prevent virus transmissions such as masks, hand sanitisers, and 
personal protective equipment for health workers. 

The handling of the pandemic has resulted in many types of human 
rights violations. Governments in Indonesia and the Philippines have 
essentially prohibited political expression, such as assemblies and 
mass protests. Anyone that protests is arrested and penalised. Both 
governments have also emboldened the police with shoot-to-kill 
orders against quarantine violators.

In Indonesia, the government formed a cyber-task force to monitor all 
online information and critical opinion on social media. The 
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humanitarian volunteers in a relief drive led by Sagip
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Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

 
voices of marginalised amid the pandemic. In early April,

 
Food Sovereignty (PCFS) together with peasant groups a 
series of

 

In Indonesia, INDIES, Aliansi Gerakan Reforma Agraria (AGRA),
Pembaru, and Seruni carried out integration programs into
villages during the pandemic. This program aimed to help rural 

communities in their production and other economic enterprises,
and to strengthen their resilience amid . This pro
also integrates various political and socio-cultural activities, such as 

, the campaign for the rights of peasants in the COVID-19 response
education for peasants, women and rural youth, cultural activities, 
and children’s creativ .

 

 

 

 

In Bolivia, IPTK launched the following actions in response to 
 

 

In the Philippines, PCFS together with other groups, organised a fund 
drive to help frontline health workers. The funds raised were given to
the Council for Health and Development (CHD) where they bought  
and medical supplies that are running low due to state support.

PCFS member-organisations and networks in the Philippines started 
 

Sagip Kanayunan and Tulong Anakpawis. The relief goods came from 
 

COVID, a loose network of grassroots organisations and volunteers,
was born in April with the aim of meeting the most urgent needs of 

City, along with land reform advocates in the Philippines, have
devised innovative ways to still earn income despite the strict 
measures imposed upon residents due to the Enhanced Community 

 
operations locked-down urban poor communities. Another 
initiative from the peasant groups was Bungkalan which provided 
farming community’s food needs in the absence of emergency relief



235

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and production aid from the government Bungkalan also
opposition to the wanton destruction of 

Conclusion and Demands

PCFS has launched its Nine Demands for Food and Rights. This 
aims to reach relevant policymaking spaces on addressing food 
security amid the pandemic, as well as demand immediate support 
to

Finally, we call on all the governments:

 
amid the pandemic and its impacts.

nsure transparency and accountability f the 
government, partners, IFIs, and donors

ational oversight and redress mechanisms nd
CSO participation to monitor
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integrity and accountability i COVID-19 
response

governments esign and implement a
comprehensive public health policy to protect the rural 
communities

trengthen social solidarity among people and
resources in national and international
to help peasant eople across the globe

emand more grants instead of tied loans being provided
by donors to help poor countries respond to the pandemic

mmediately provide unconditional cash aid and production 
subsidy, condonation of land rent, and the reversal of  

revent acts of stigmatisation, discrimination, and racism 
against indigenous groups.
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Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response n Afghanistan: Focus n he Youth
Scholarship for Afghanistan

Introduction

from 
Iran, including travellers from Qom City Iran’s COVID-19 hotspot regularly enter  Afghanistan, and so the Afghan government 
decided to take actions to restrict movements. 

According to a situation report published in the Relief Web on 6 September

representation of men in testing. Due to limited public health 
resources and testing capacity, as well as the absence of a national death 

, no quarantine, no health care obligation, and no lockdown are being implemented. Everything is back to 
normal. Universities, schools, hotels and everything is open  the public. Now  number of centres for testing COVID-19 has 
increased in the cities  but rural areas face scarcity of  and testing kits. 

CPDE
Youth



 

 
 

 

Socioeconomic Impacts

the government implemented to prevent the spread of the virus. Social 
distancing and community awareness, as well as some other programs 
such as cash funding, wearing masks, and proper sanitisation  were 
proposed for some of the people, and were mandatory  Herat and 
Kabul provinces. 

economic impacts on the people. For instance, according to the survey 

psychological well-being. According to the United Nations Development
Program (UNDP), Afghanistan witnessed a sharp decline in revenue 

Furthermore, many youth and children have become out of school and 

hence cannot use online platforms for education, on top of 
poverty and lack of access to technologies such as smartphones. 

said they believe they ha  learned nothing or little during the 

through the internet.

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

In Afghanistan, donors coursed their aid through the country system and
some provided medical supply to the responsible

to
actual aid they provided, the donors did not plan out their aid for
multi-year needs and only supported urgent cases. The donors also
lack coordination between each other, so there was not any
harmony in terms of spending and investment. This poses a
risk if and when there will be another health catastrophe.

b. Inclusive partnerships

responsible for consulting the development actors in the design,
implementation and monitoring of national strategies and policies.
They also noted that COVID-19 response bodies re composed of
the government, civil society, private sector and volunteers. Although
parliament and local government have weak participation in the
response, the development partners and civil society have had good

239
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organisations and the United Nations to support Afghanistan’s 
response to COVID-19. 

Whil  civil society plays an important role in raising awareness and 
providing credible COVID-19 information, as well as 

decision-making because the legal and regulatory environment 
does not actively facilitate access to resources for domestic CSOs. 

CSOs and participating bodies such as community workers are also 
facing violence, and their participation is limited by the fact that 
a portion of the public does not believe in the  role

, and 
e  policies limit  freedom in an attempt to 

hide 
requests for access to information 

and releasing only the information 

c. Transparency and ccountability

Health and the National Committee for COVID-19 esponse. These 
agencies developed a national strategy collected in a document 

 gather all relevant policies, plans , and 
strategies for diagnosis, care  and treatment of infected people. 

 our survey data, however, 95% of the people  not aware of any 
national plan, indicating a lack of good communication of 

strategy or mismanagement of response to COVID-19. Nonetheless, 
the government provided information about COVID-19 on a daily 

and people have access to that information through the media, 
but 

situation.

e. Human ights at the core of the pandemic
response

At all times, human rights should be respected especially in a global 
pandemic like COVID-19. Although some policies exist to ensure human 
rights, there are some concerns about the country’s human rights 
situation. For example, women mostly face domestic violence and rights 
violations, especially  quarantine. According to a report by 

the 
Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission reported a 56% 
increase from last year in the number of cases of violence against 

Additionally, as the survey respondents noted, many doctors left the 
hospital for lack of medical supply and fear of infection, and there s 
corruption, insecurity  and poverty that c  be used as a weapon for 
war, rights violation  and threats.

There is no accountability system to track human rights violations and 

to the survey, the government did not distribute aid based on the need 
and importance but merely for self-  and corruption. This resulted 
in massive demonstrations against the system of aid distribution.
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Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

CSOs participated in responding to COVID-19 by raising awareness, 

addition, some CSOs provided basic health assistance, supported 
national committees in amplifying their message to the people, and 

and the public got familiar with COVID-19, how it behave , and 
how to help people overcome the stress and psychological impact of 

quarantine.

Recommendations 

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

International organisations should work directly with the people instead of governments.

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

Strengthen leadership and management skills

Evaluation of authorities responsible for COVID-19 response, building modern hospitals and launching
a broad campaign for social distancing

Help  people cope with stress during the pandemic

Use contemporary technology
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Socioeconomic Impacts

entertainment industr , which incurred huge losses as

cancelled trips and events. Similarly, the cancellation of 
entertainment 

goods trading, transport sector, real estate,

Introduction

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

in Bulgaria were met.

Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response: Focus on Bulgaria
International Youth Alliance
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The share of people at risk of poverty and social exclusion was 
high even before the crisis, especially among children, people with 
disabilities, and the Roma people. However, social transfers designed to 
reduce poverty  very limited. The European Commission (EC) 
once again recommended reform and a much stronger link between 

living 
below the poverty line  the European Union (EU) criteria.

There  no national strategy for 
combating hunger and reducing the impact of epidemic measures on 

people across the country have stated the need for food supplies. The 
ones most in need are the elderly, young families, and marginalised 
Roma groups. About 19% of children and students still do not have 
access to fresh fruit and fresh meat every day.

violence reporting and help hotlines.

An in-depth study on the impact of 
the pandemic on social groups has yet to be conducted. However, this 
research note  that Bulgarian young women are particularly 

by quarantine measures (i.e., restaurants, retail, tourism, and 
leisure) 

the COVID-19 pandemic could be scarred for the rest 

industries, credit institutions banking sector, 
administrative activities, and health and social services.

 experienced reduced income  does not 
seriously threaten 

remained unchanged since the beginning of the crisis. 

Restrictions  mobility and requirements of social distancing have led to 
worsening unemployment throughout the country. The poorer sectors of 
the population, including those living in informal settlements and the Roma 
people, are even more vulnerable given that many of them rely on seasonal 

social inequalities in all areas. Across Europe, the pandemic has 
severely challenged health systems, some of which have collapsed, as 
well as social assistance, employment, education and economic 
support systems. Extreme poverty leads to hunger not only among the 
poorest and most marginalised families  but also among many families 
who managed to overcome acute poverty and hunger
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closure of schools, universities, and  centres.

Due to the lack of electronic devices in poor households, many children 
are lagging behind the new  environment 

delivery of 
computers and tablets for children in need by about three 

measure 
 also  delayed  about a month.

 The 
restrictions on free movement, the freeze in administrative procedures 
in many 

internally displaced communities, along with host societies. 
People staying in camps and specialised centres face greater risks of 
infection 

cases of persons seeking or receiving international 
protection in Bulgaria who are infected with the coronavirus. 

Official Development Assistance

Commission must repay the debt it borrows on coronavirus 
recovery aid 

 

 
 

 

 
Commission a state aid scheme with an estimated budget of 

 
pandemic. The funds for Bulgaria in the new EU budget and the Next 

 

repayment programs and grants. I t is twice compared
previous programming period.

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

 
COVID-19 pandemic, and there is no information on whether
such a strategy is being developed. So far, we can say that quite 
uncoordinated actions have been taken, which have led to stress in 
social, economic and political environment .

 
 

funding for non-government organisations (NGOs) sector is 
for  

NGOs organise charity events to fund their activities.

Other sectors of the economy limited and d not 
fall the list of those eligible for government assistance.
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b. Inclusive partnerships

There were no formalised CSO consultations or opportunities to 
involve CSOs in COVID-19 national policies. Some medical and 
pharmaceutical organisations tried to share expertise but were 

under the 
labour law and law for NGOs in Bulgaria. Despite these measures, 
some CSOs  work with local authorities concerning 
COVID-19 response. 

The law on epidemic emergencies practically puts under 
control the freedom and participation of NGOs 

participation in the process of developing strategies. 
Such decisions are taken alone at the governmental level, which in 
practice implies using already established mechanisms and allows only 
dependent and political NGOs in these processes.

c. Transparency and ccountability

There is a law on access to information which regulates the conditions 
according to the European legislation, but in practice its action can be 
suspended according to the law  national security. Practice shows that 

The state institutions implement  and monitoring OVID-19 strategies 
and policies are not obliged in any way to submit 

also no legal  regulatory 
framework to facilitate access to resources for domestic CSOs. In fact, in 
recent years, they have even been restricted by the law on CSOs. 

A special regulation provides for the procedure  accessing information 
and documents, the aim of which is to make it as easy as possible. 
However, institutions may refuse access to a document   
where disclosure would undermine the protection of the public interest 
or private life and privacy. Another reason for restricting  access 

interests, court 
proceedings and legal opinions  or the decision-making process of  
institution.

With the adoption of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights, the right 
of access to documents has been regulated as an independent right 
to freedom of expression, given its importance in the development of 
democratic societies. The terms and conditions under which individuals 
may exercise their right to receive information stored by state 

d. Human ights at the core of the pandemic
response

Human rights have been largely ignored in this pandemic. There 
has been an attempt to temporarily  from the Charter of 
Human Rights, making it possible to restrict the right to movement 
and impose several restrictions, including media censorship
the 

about COVID-19, including political news. There 
are  no criteria for determining which news is fake and 
which is not. The same applies information  COVID-19. 
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and protests. The current political climate has led to public 
unrest, in the form of civil disobedience, mass protests, and clashes with 
the police, which have been going on for more than three months 
already. Protesters have been demanding the resignation of the 
government and a change of the political system in Bulgaria, which has 
been criticised for corruption and systemic human rights violations.

Some of the large Roma neighbourhoods in Bulgaria with cases of 

unemployment 
in these neighbourhoods. This measure also anti-Roma 
sentiment  and led to an increase in anti-gypsy  in Bulgarian 
society.

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

and areas. CSOs  presented their stan  and strongly defended  

 
 

 

 

 

before local authorities, which gave result and acceptance. CSOs
also engaged the EC and several international institutions. For example,
CSOs  

are already under discussion in the European Parliament.

CSOs have been involved in volunteering, reporting, and human rights 
monitoring. They have observed several very successful collaborations 

 

for the management of the Volunteer Formation
established, which, in addition to the above activities, support and 
coordinate

 
formations in the EU for assistance in disasters and

 
work. With this, CSOs have raised the concept of solidarity support
and volunteer work among the youth even under challenging
conditions of pandemic apathy and stress.

Youth organisations and volunteers have responded to the basic 
needs of communities by rendering services such as providing food,
transport, and advice regarding COVID-19 to vulnerable groups, the 
elderly and disadvantaged children and poor families.
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Introduction

so far recovered from the disease. The pandemic has resulted in severe socioeconomic impacts on Cameroon’s most
vulnerable

opportunities.

Following the outbreak of the coronavirus disease, the government rolled out the COVID-19 response strategy to curb the spread

persons throughout the national territory, suspension of the issuance of entry visas to Cameroon at various airports, and
curfew n
the compulsory wearing of face masks in all public areas were prescribed starting on April.

as youth, women and children. Thus, this crucial period, it is important that they are heard alongside other community voices
in the implementation of various interventions in response to COVID-19.
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international coordination  (b) surveillance and early case detection  
investigation and rapid intervention teams  (d) laboratory

capacities  (e) infection prevention and control measures in hospitals
and in the community (f) cases management  (g) risk communication
and community engagement, and (h) logistics. The United Nations

Development on socioeconomic impact assessment and response. A
socioeconomic response plan was developed out of this partnership.

strategic supply, and; (e) research and innovation.

A reasonable percentage of the respondents (38%) , however, not 
aware of the existence of a national COVID-19 response committee  
as well as its composition. This indicates that vital information is not 
being disseminated through the right channels regularly used by 
you , as well as the fact that the  not  
consulted  the National Response Plan, as 
only 19% of the respondent   that youth CSOs  
invited to take part in the elaboration of th  response.

country, the government set up a decentralised and multi-sectoral 

treatment for all COVID 19 infected persons. Cameroon also count 15 
testing reference laboratories with molecular acid for COVID-19. These 
facilities eased early tracking, testing  and treatment  reduce the 

an early response to COVID-19 and a well-structured response plan.

Socioeconomic Impacts

The partial lockdown implemented in Cameroon to curb the spread of 
the virus resulted into socioeconomic problems characterised by a 
slump in production, disruption of supply chains, shortage of goods, 
mass unemployment, loss of incomes, salary cuts  and a vast increase 
in the number of aid dependents. 

Restrictive measures put in place to contain the virus have created 
negative impacts on small businesses and the informal sector that 
employ most of the population, especially in urban centres. About  

been an increase in the prices of basic commodities, while 
85%  lost 

indicated that they  not receive  
any form of  support, while 15.7%  acknowledged 
receipt of assistance only in the form of face mask  and hand sanitiser .

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Following the outbreak of the novel  pandemic, Cameroon 
created a national response plan for COVID-19 with an Inter-

Health has eight components  namely  (a) multi-sectoral and 
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b. Inclusive partnerships

Survey results display certainty that inclusive partnerships are 
lacking in Cameroon, as youth CSOs note that they  not 
receive  resources from the governmen  to aid in implementing 

to 
ensure that CSOs have domestic resources to respond to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

c. Human ghts at the core of the pandemic
response

Given th  disruption of education systems, the Cameroonian 
government took steps to guarantee access to education for all by 
introducing digital education and online classes  TV and radio 
channels. Through these tools, children and students were able to 
continue learning during the period when schools were shut down, 
an initiative that was appreciated by most parents and students. 

resources or enabling environment to access learning, 
exacerbating the gap in education.

Although the government ensured that there was access to health and 
education for young people, a greater percentage of the respondents 
th  that fundamental human rights  abused  
measures taken to curb , especially freedom of 
association 

information regarding the spread of the virus was not 

regularly and COVID-19 isolation centres were not 
constantly supplied with basic items such as water and food.

Finally, cases of gender-based violence (GBV) are rising among 
households, neighbourhoods  and villages. Vulnerable women like the 
displaced from the English-speaking part of Cameroon are among the 
most exposed to violence. There is a need to document cases of GBV 
with the end view of providing support for the victims, sensitise women 

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

strategy, ensured that WHO guidelines re followed in their 

have gone a long way to mitigate the impact of the pandemic in hard-
to-reach communities and the society at large. For example, 

in 
partnership with UN Women  focused on sensitisation and 
distribution of COVID-19 protective kits to youth CSOs and indigenous 
communities in Yaounde and the East Region of Cameroon. On the 

sanitisers to Cameroonian households. Nonetheless, some CSOs are
 facing several constraints on their ability to carry out  work, 

as a result of lockdown, distancing, insecurities in some parts of the 
country, limited resources  and quarantine measures.



252

Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

emergencies, including bike riders, private school workers  and taxi drivers. Tax obligations of those in 
the informal sector small and medium enterprises should be suspended or reduced.

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

The government should ensure that youth CSOs activists are consulted when developing emergency 
plans to mitigate the impact  obtain sustainable results and ensure equal distribution of 
funds and resources to both urban and rural areas of the country.

The government should also strengthen the partnership between stakeholders to carry out better advocacy 

ground in response to COVID-19.

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND
equitable and sustainable development.

CONCLUSION

The pandemic has led to a devastating impact on youth activism and 
growth in Cameroon due to measures taken to contain the spread 
of the virus. It has aggravated the already heavy challenges faced by 
the youth, who are mostly employed in the informal sector. The 
partial lockdown initiated by the government has been lauded by 
most young people because it has contributed to mitigating the 
impact of the pandemic on the general public. The situation would 

have been worse had a total lockdown and curfew been introduced. 
However, there is still a need to mainstream the EDC principles in 
devising national development response policies during emergencies, 

ensure vital information is disseminated through channels widely 

given a chance to raise their voices in decision-making 
processes. This 

development results.
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Introduction

with emphasis on localised measures. It appears that the gradual reopening is successful since after two months there s 
minimal 

The slowdown in the outbreak provides a reprieve to the government and the citizens. In recent weeks, COVID-related deaths have 

and transmission rates.

CPDE
Youth

 Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19
Response: Focus on Youth in Colombia
Actoría Social Juvenil, Asociación Generaciones de Paz, 
Ciudadanía Activa
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Government Measures

coronavirus. 
days, mandatory 

isolation was imposed on passengers from 
manufacture and import of 

masks. The following day, policies to control the spread of the 
coronavirus were implemented  including the 

isolation of travellers 
and crew members of the maritime transport  in which cases ha  
been detected. Work-from-home  authorised on 

foreigners and closed land, river, and sea borders with Ecuador, 

suspension of big 
events, as well as  temporary closure of leisure, dance, and 
entertainment centres.

Circular 19 was also issued for the implementation of rapid tests in 

diagnosis and treatment of COVID-19.

April, the health minister explained the contingency plan for COVID-19 

 

 

 

in Colombia, which include outpatient care for populations at risk.
Besides, the national government established exception measures for 
the acquisition of medical devices.

  
transport system and crowded places, and it was announced that
EPS, public and private IPS and other health service providers will 

 

Socioeconomic Impacts Of COVID-19

 
one of the strongest shocks as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic.
After a good economic performance which led it to reach a growth 

 

possible given the adverse impacts of the pandemic including the 
sharp drop in the international price of oil.

 
the health crisis and by the measures imposed by the Colombian
government. Teachers in rural schools cannot make use of technology 
to advance the training process from home, since a large part of
rural children and adolescents do not have access to the Internet or 

a government initiative to provide internet access to rural areas but 
most of these have never been active. Thus, virtual education for rural 
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the pandemic exacerbates the problem of hunger experienced by 
Colombian youth.

Official Development Assistance

policy loan, better known as Catastrophe Deferred Drawdown Option 
(CAT-DDO), from the World Bank as part of the COVID-19 response 
emergency funds. Besides, the International Finance Corporation 

Reconstruction and Development (IBRD) and the International 
Development Association (IDA), on the other hand, will provide an 
initial amount of US$6 billion for health response.

support Colombia’s response to the COVID-19 pandemic. The loan 
aims to strengthen the health system, provide income and nutritional 
support to the poorest and most vulnerable households, and 

Analysis f Application of EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Committees to manage the risk of COVID-19 were formed at the 
national, territorial  and agency levels. All actions for the development 

relevant government authorities, international , and civil 

implemented in the framework of the Committees for Risk Assessment 

Territorial entities, meanwhile, maintain the overall management and 

with the departmental and municipal risk management committees, 
territorial entities   mana  diverse intersectoral actions 
and  assess and ensur  the safety of high-risk populations. 

b. Inclusive partnerships

The government did not consult CSOs in the design  much less in the 
implementation of strategies. The views of the young people and 
farmers  who re the ones in the communities and experience  
the 

CSOs do not have access to resources to respond to the COVID-19, which 
is why they organised themselves and designed proposals and 
mechanisms to help mitigate  impacts of the pandemic in 
some places  and to seek partnerships with other sectors  businesses  

limitation  the organisational work of young people amid this crisis. In 

 for youth and students. This has greatly limited the CSOs’ work.
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CSOs have presented several recommendations to President 

government are not the most  for the rural 
sector. These recommendations also include the concerns of peasant 
leaders  the future of their sector. These proposals are as follows:

Issuance of the national rural health plan with a
territorial approach

Installation of rural health posts and strengthening

and equipment

Implementation of campaigns and itinerant
prevention brigades in villages and townships

Guaranteeing rapid COVID-19 tests in rural
communities

Providing prevention kits (masks, gel, alcohol)

c. Human rights at the core of the pandemic
response

In rural Colombia, two emerging aspects related to COVID-19 require 
of 

exposure . The second aspect is the increase in violence in 
the territories, especially the massacres of young people in rural areas. 
Relatedly, it is also alarming that no measures to address inequality, 
poverty, and lack of access to health services  taken.

It is important to emphasise that the epidemiological crisis  
make citizens lose sight of the context of violence and extraordinary 
risk that the rural populations continue to face. While the risk of 
serious impacts from the pandemic is increasing  in 
rural areas, security conditions continue to deteriorate. In the most 
remote regions, the violence remind  inhabitants that  with or without 
the 

leaders and human rights defenders continue.

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC in 
COVID-19 Response

To respond to the COVID crisis and to defend local food  
and productivity  family farming, peasant youth and community 
organisations are promoting various initiatives, including the 
development of their biosecurity protocols, monitoring of food supply 
prioritisation scenarios  and advocacy to ensure that alternative forms 
of production and marketing are maintained to reach territorial and 
local markets. Family farming, with the participation of young people, 
is providing food security  rural communities. 

Peasant peoples are also exercising their right to self-determination, 
imposing restrictions on access to their territories to protect 
themselves. Preventive isolation of community members returning 
from the cities, community surveillance mechanisms for the 
territories, dissemination of information  their communication 
systems, or the use of traditional medicine to  primary care, 
are some of the measures being implemented by these communities. 
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It is important to  the importance of the role of CSOs 
in the face of the crisis and to advocate for strengthening

 as development allies, and to put in place strategies that 
relate to the communities   actions to tackle hunger. 

 various spaces, mechanisms have been established for dialogue 
between peasant associations, so that during and after the 
pandemic, solidarity actions between peoples are promoted. Despite 
the emergency, it is important not to  the opportunity that 
the crisis presents  generat  long-term 
transformations  he 

Recommendations

There are valuable proposals and experiences from the territories  
must be considered and disseminated. These are based on safe and 
equitable access to land that promotes production  respects all forms 
of life. This includes agroecology which allows young food producers to 
control production and connect with the value chain. Rural youth can be 
great 

 the contribution of rural communities  at the 

societies that are better prepared for future crises.
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Banking hours were reduced and then increased 
restaurants  and cafes were temporarily closed, and the 

opening 

 Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19
Response in Egypt: Focus on the Youth
Arab NGO Network for Development (ANND)
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Socioeconomic Impact of COVID-19 in the 
Country

Economy. The closure of commercial establishments hurt economic 

Egyptian workers abroad and the remittances . This 
sector is one of the areas where the crisis’ impact will likely extend 
over a 

are expected to return home in light of restrictions on foreign 
workers 

has lowered its forecast for workers’ remittances from abroad 
for the 

Nonetheless, Egypt’s economic forecast remains bearable. The World 

and the short duration of the lockdown measures help reduce the 
damage. One thing to note, however, is that the crisis prompted Egypt 

People. The economic crisis also manifests in various social 
to 9.6% from 

7.7% of the same quarter last year. This brings the 

national currency 
and the lifting of energy subsidies policies enacted 

declining incomes and inadequate subsidy, many families 
have resorted to reducing some of their expenditures, especially on 
food. Families have increased their consumption of rice and legumes at 
the 

Workers in the construction and trade sectors (wholesale and retail), 
particularly those engaged in the informal economy,  
among the 

the Egyptian economy, the labour rights of informal 
workers are not formally protected.

The situation of refugees has also worsened as many international 
organisations stopped direct service provision to ensure the safety of 
their workers, disrupting aid delivery to vulnerable groups. Refugees 
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Women and youth, the most precarious social groups in the country,

compared to 8.5% for men. Women’s wages were already 16% lower 
 

 
 

 
 

of young people as new entrants to the labour market, informal 
labour relations have risen in this age group. One of the studies on 
youth employment in Egypt estimate that about 76% of youth 

 

and shops. For instance, sales in shops have decli
movement restriction and social distancing measures.

Summary of Official Development 
Assistance

The European Union provided Egypt with €89 million to support the 

 
 

 on the 
 India sent two shipments of medical supplies and

along with South Korea, provided remote training and 
knowledge-exchange programs for medical professionals.

Cooperation was established between the departments of 
nanotechnology at British University in Cairo, Zewail University,  

 
framework between Egypt and the UK. The program included 

 
communication campaigns, and providing technical assistance to 

 
within the framework of a debt swap program, in collaboration
with the World Food Programme. This cooperation included an

 

 
exchange 

reserves and support budget spending on response policies  

 

and 
cover the COVID-19 treatment the most vulnerable citizens  

Fund 
for Economic and Social Development worth US$3.3 million  

African 
Development Bank approved an urgent aid package worth
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National Bank of Egypt to support small and medium enterprises facing

Bank for Reconstruction and Development provided a package of loans

entities. The Export-Import Bank of Africa granted the Central Bank of 

to the National Bank to encourage intra-African trade.

CAD through the UNDP to purchase medical equipment. 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

The Egyptian government follows a three-stage plan published in

ing wearing face masks in all workplaces the second phase entails eas

from government bodies, local and international development actors
 

 mobilised for the COVID-19 response in Egypt

b. Inclusive partnerships

, the al-Nida Foundation, the Alternative 

aim  to involve women in upper Egypt in the production of masks as 

Social Solidarity  also held consultation meetings with CSOs 
concerning response to the pandemic.

 Egyptian Initiative for Personal Rights (EIPR) noted that 
the role of civil society and the public  reduced to 
conforming to preventive measures, but were not involved in 
decision-making on the response policies.

c. Transparency and ccountability

explain allocation increases allow  
monitoring 
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CSOs  also raised the lack of transparency concerning the 
number of tests , as well as the resources that the 
government needs or lacks, which prompted donations or 
services by CSOs that the actual 
needs. The lack of community dialogue  led to tensions 

when the 
government imposed a ceiling on the cost of medical services  private 
hospitals without consultation with the latter. 

d. Leave no one behind

on the investment sector to stimulate the economy, social policies 
were not enough  the widespread  poverty and 
unemployment, especially among youth.  needs and 
demands have also been side ined by the shrinking of the civic space 
and the ongoing crackdown on human rights activis . 

CSO Good Practices In Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

support for lower-income groups, such as the Egyptian Food Bank,

Foundation. The contribution of these entities ranged 
from providing 

Egyptian Food Bank organised an expanded campaign 

bags to those in need  the beginning of 
the crisis. The Upper Egypt Association for Education and 
Development 

Several community-based initiatives also responded to the crisis 
at the village or state level. These initiatives include  support for 

professor of 
gynaecology at Qasr Al-Aini Teaching Hospital, to support medical 
teams with preventive, sterile  and reusable medical masks. 

medical  in Egypt.

engaged in civil and development work in Egypt. Those part of this 
initiative  design an online platform for volunteers  
able 
Bank also supported the medical sector, in partnership with the 
Federation of Egyptian Industries and some private companies and 

ank to 
government hospitals. The People of Egypt Foundation for Development 
allocated three of its buildings as quarantine facilities  

medical masks. 



264

Recommendations

Raising the minimum wage in the private sector is needed to ensure 
satisfactory income for a large section of the workforce, and assessing 

slowdown. The government also needs to enact an unemployment 

Creating a comprehensive public database on informal employment, 
and providing a clearer view of the support is also needed to protect 
the unemployed from poverty.

Cash transfer amounts, at least during crises similar to the current 
one, should also be increased based on an assessment of the cost 
of living without poverty. The government also needs to publish
data on the allocations of funds in the health sector to ensure 
the delivery of adequate services to citizens and the protection of
medical practitioners.

Finally, CSOs should be given space to continue and  their 
relief 

REFERENCES:

_____________. (2020). Income, Expenditure and Consumption Research 2017-2018. https://www.capmas.gov.eg/

_____________. (2020). The impact of the Coronavirus on Egyptian families until May 2020. https://www.capmas.gov.eg/

Coronavirus Egypt (2020, November 20). Worldometer. Retrieved from https://www.worldometers.info/coronavirus/country/egypt

ff



265

€

_______________. (2020). Global Economic Prospects. https://www.worldbank.org/en/publication/global-economic-prospects



266

Introduction

El Salvador is one of the countries that aggressively confronted and t  measures to prevent the spread of COVID-19. The 
government 

with around three million people in the workforce and a population of nearly  million. According to 
reports published by various 

development assistance (ODA)  the country’s COVID-19 response. It is important to mention that the data collection was done 
through bibliographic and interview methods, including information on the emergency measures and plans 
implemented by the government, the  macroeconomic impacts, the main subsidies and participation mechanism , and the 
appropriation and transparency 

CPDE
Youth

 Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19
Response: Focus on Youth in El Salvador
Asociación Generaciones de Paz, Actoría Social Juvenil,  
Ciudadanía Activa



267

Government Measures 

has released a series of measures to curb the spread of 
the virus among its citizens. Among the early measures was the 
declaration of a 

regulations governing the conditions of the 
quarantine and isolation. 

Prohibition  on the entry of foreign travellers. 
measures taken by the government of El Salvador were
related to the suspension of commercial

diplomats and residents.
These measures were announced on

transmission in
the country.

Border closure and controls. Two main measures related
to border closure and controls were implemented in the
country, including the detention of any person attempting
to enter the country through unguarded border-crossing
points and the surveillance of blind border points  mainly at
the borders shared with Guatemala and Honduras.

Restrictions on mobility and rights. In the country,
restrictions on mobility and  were  of
the most controversial and contested aspects of the rulings,
laws and decrees established. Also, many civil society
organisations (CSOs) spoke out against the lack of dialogue

fundamental rights 

Socioeconomic Impacts of COVID-19

Economy. The country  experienced a slowdown in the 
productivity of the supply chains and service and manufacturing 
sectors. The economic impacts of the pandemic have deepened the 
already fragile Salvadoran economy. It is anticipated that the country 
could enter an economic recession similar to or worse than the one 
during 
years. This recession would have great micro  and macroeconomic 
impacts on the sustainable development of the country and the social 
situation of  population already in dire conditions.

Youth. The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted all aspects of life in the 
country. However, there are sectors of the population, including the 
youth, which acing socioeconomic issues. Education, 

COVID-19 pandemic in El Salvador. 

according to the 
Observatorio Universitario De Derechos Humanos 

and has since 
shifted to virtual classes through national channel transmissions at 
the basic, secondary  and higher education levels. In 
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This situation may be the result of inequalities, the lack of security in 
 

policies aimed at the young population. It is important to point out
that some of the main impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic on the 
young population in El Salvador are related to the lack of social 
protection, high unemployment rates, non-inclusive and low-quality 
education, and a damaged natural environment.

Official Development Assistance

multilateral or private banks, which represent t

 

According to the report of the Central Reserve Bank to the Special 

 
 

(treasury certificates)

 It is important to mention that due to the removal of the Vice

 of Cooperation for Development and the few tools 
for monitoring and systematising

available than that generated by the 
Central Reserve Bank.

Analysis o the Application of EDC
Principles in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

The administration of President Nayib Bukele established the 
COVID-19 National Emergency Response and Economic Relief Plan to 
address the economic impact and to develop preventive measures
to contain COVID-19. The Stakeholder Participation Plan (SIPP) was 

 

dissemination of public information 
throughout

However, there was no consensus between the xecutive and the 
 

response plan particularly on measures restricting mobility and the 
use of funds obtained through budget support. There were no 
coordination or participation measures between the central and local 
governments, although meetings were held for the economic recovery 
plan between the central government and local governments 

. associations 
participated in humanitarian ai multilateral agencies 
by providing supplies and donations.
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1. Alignment and use of country systems

instruments from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB),  
Central American Bank for Economic Integration (CABEI),  
International 

international cooperation agencies. 

Concerning predictability, there has been minimal coordination 
between  national strategies and policies and 
local governments and One of the activities  
coordinated with  the delivery of food packages by 
the xecutive ranch through some ministries.

2. Harmonisation

During the pandemic, many of the strategies were reformulated to 
respond to the health emergency. As regards budget support and 

coordinated in their response, between donors and the government  
for the implementation of activities. However, this response  not 

support and some multilateral actors or cooperation agencies. 

In the case of humanitarian and development strategies and 
policies, there has been a coordinated response in humanitarian 
aid in aspects such as food assistance, support for early recovery of 
livelihoods, monitoring and treatment of acute malnutrition, 
provision of water and hygiene inputs, protection, response to 
human mobility, 

gender-based violence  and socioeconomic
.

b. Inclusive partnerships

There is no process for the formal participation of civil society 
organisations and multiple actors in the strategic response to 
COVID-19. There  no invitation from government bodies for 

implementation of the government’s COVID-19 response plan, these 
consultations were not open to the public. CSO recommendations 
were also not considered in some government measures. For 
instance, CSO recommendations on the use of funds  were 
submitted to the Emergency, Recovery and Economic Reconstruction 
Fund Committee  not incorporated. 

Concerning the monitoring of political strategies in response to the 
COVID-19, civil society has developed experiences of good practice  
through consultation and monitoring  to respond to the actions of 
the COVID-19.

The legal and regulatory environment during the quarantine made it 
challenging for CSOs to carry out their work  especially with  
vulnerable populations.  the beginning of quarantine, a law on 
teleworking (i.e., work from home setup) was approved with very little 
discussion, since the country  not have the infrastructure

 
this type of work.
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c. Transparency and ccountability

El Salvador is one of the countries with the lowest level of access to 
public information in the pandemic, according to a study by the 
Regional Alliance for Free Expression and Information 

are not complying with the current deadlines for the provision 

expenditures, measures  and plans to address the 
COVID-19 . Only the information on the web  set up by the 

overnment of El Salvador has been available. 

d. Human rights at the core of the pandemic
response

thousands of people in equipped and 

Procurador para la Defensa de los Derechos Humanos de El Salvador 

allegedly  national quarantine  most of whom 

Human Rights Ombudsman (PDDH) estimated that 88 
compulsory containment centre had been set up in the country. A 
high number of such detentions were recorded until, after multiple 
legal appeals, the Constitutional Chamber of the 

basis to detain 
people in these centres as a form of punishment.

By the end of August, the Bukele administration had placed 

based violence were also recorded during th  period. 

.
 violations of labour rights, a  in  of 

environmental indiscriminate logging 
and  of natural protected areas. 

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

Civil society has played an important role in COVID-19 response, 
despite poor coordination between public institutions and  

. Key contributions from civil society include support  
communities affected by the quarantine  such as the 
delivery of basic needs

 to  families

CSOs  also monitored cases of human rights violations related 
to the pandemic. They have provided legal assistance to citizens who 

 taken to COVID-19 containment centre . Apart from that, 
CSOs have also generated research and studies on  strategies 

challenges in measuring coordinating 
and conducting dialogues on national emergency 
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

The Salvadoran government should: (a) formulate policies, strategies, and programmes; (b) guarantee broad 
participation of public and private actors; (c) identify areas that require institutional strengthening for the 
design, formulation, and implementation of national, sectoral, and territorial policies and strategies; and (d)
establish mechanisms to strengthen these capacities.

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

It is also necessary to generate and lead spaces for dialogue, negotiation, and coordination with cooperation 
partners in order to facilitate alignment, harmonisation, and mutual responsibility. All stakeholders must 
establish conditions that allow for the implementation and transparent management of public policies, that 

collegial spaces among cooperation partners that provide mechanisms to improve the dialogue among them, as 
well as between them and government institutions.
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Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response: Focus on Youth in India
Youth’s Forum for Protection of Human Rights

Introduction

various sections of society, including children, women, persons with disabilities, daily wage earners, the elderly, the youth, 
and migrant workers India  139 million migrant workers across the country whose livelihoods in big 

At the same time, various human rights violations, which include torture and arbitrary arrest . In 
order to assess the impact of the COVID-19 on  people, the Youth’s Forum for Protection of Human Rights (YFPHR) 
conducted a survey among student’s organisations, youth CSOs, youth clubs, women and other individuals.

CPDE
Youth
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Socioeconomic Impacts

To curb the spread of COVID-19, the overnment of India imposed a 
nationwide lockdown. As most of the country’s activities 

due to pandemic will hunger
 malnutrition in the country, according to UNICEF 

India’s Chief for 

he youth sector. Around 

There also reported cases of denial of treatment on non-
COVID-19 patients  medical negligence in both government and 
private hospital emergency wards, accessibility  medical 
facilities due to lockdown . For example, in the northern 

pregnant 
women and 877 newborns ha  died from April  

nutritious food in many parts of India. A report showed that Indian 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

There re various initiatives taken up by the overnment of India 
without consulting CSOs in various Indian states. 

no health experts, 
leaders from youth CSOs  or national level CSOs 

 part of. There was no parliamentary session conducted both in the 
upper and lower house . Instead, the union and state’s cabinet meeting 
and state executive meeting were conducted from time to time. 

US$1 billion from the World Bank, US$1.5 billion as a loan from the 

Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) and BRICS. The government also 
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As 
part of the response to secure food supply for the public, the central 
government announced the distribution of rice to every citizen until 
November. However, many receive  rations. The central 
government’s response was limited to appearing in the media and 
formulating certain standard operating procedures (SOPs) to be 

communit  to raise awareness. 

Non-government organisations (NGOs) had to step up and address 
some gaps  the government’s response. Some NGOs raised 
awareness on COVID-19 following guidelines  the World Health 
Organisation (WHO)  distributed essential commodities  rice 
and vegetables  provide  financial support to daily wages 
earners and vulnerable groups  donated personal protective 
equipment ( )  frontline workers  contributed 

banks and  
reports and recommendations to improve  response. 

b. Inclusive partnerships

role of the overnment of India was to update the information  
the status o  the number of positive , 
recover  and death  and  SOPs .  
information is available at www.COVID19india.org. 

Since CSOs were not invited  an  government consultations, it was 
a challenge to formally raise their suggestions or inputs. However, 
written communications were submitte which there was no 
response or outcome

Youth CSOs were also not allowed to purchase essential commodities

 relief o 
 people . Instead, the 

action denied  direct participation of CSOs in 
humanitarian 
community  responses during the lockdown  because 
CSOs to obtain permission from concerned istrict ommissioners

Under existing laws, suggestions  appeal  to the government are 
considered against national interest and politically

 Community workers, relief volunteers, and people 
organisations are stigmatised and discouraged from 
quarantine centre . Voluntary workers  the  of 

 centres are also not provided proper protective health 
amended 

without the proper citizen’s participation. This means that
 

to make  CSOs to obtain a permit from the 
concerned 

cooperat  with the government. 
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c. Human rights at the core of pandemic
response

The Indian Constitution guarantees everyone’s right to physical and

of life and personal liberty to every citizen. The Honourable Supreme
Court of India has held that the right to health is an integral part

government hospital to provide timely medical treatment to a person 
in need of such treatment violation of the 

right to life

nearly 
5,598 deaths during the pandemic due to the lack of  medical 
facilities in hospitals and denial  treatment by 
authorities. 

guidelines and instruction  of the WHO to provide special 
attention to pre- and post-natal care of pregnant women

. The extremely high number of maternal and newborn 
mortalities shows that the government has not  this . 

Incidents of police violence during lockdown were also reported. Two 

that resulted in rectal bleeding and eventual death . 
Five policemen were arrested over their 

f comment  on COVID-related negligence and 
suggestions mprove  all 
were charged with sedition  National 
Disaster 

organisation,  , was 

CSO Practices in Leveraging EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

Despite many extralegal challenges thrown their way, CSOs were still 
able to contribute to India’s COVID-19 response  following the 
guidelines provided by the WHO. Some CSOs working at the grassroots 
level encouraged community people to restore vegetable plantation 
and paddy cultivation, which  stopped for almost a decade 
after the mandatory distribution of food grains under 
the National Food Security Act and Public Distribution System. 

CSOs  in consultation with the community  gathered the youth who 
to 

the lockdown. Discussions include the role of Indigenous Peoples in 
protecting their ancestral land. The youth was further encouraged to 
work and earn by u ing  resources

In terms of upholding human rights amid the pandemic, CSOs 
communicated with the National and State Human Rights Commission  
to direct the central and state government  to strictly respect human 
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rights while containing the virus. They also adopted the rights-based 
stop 

the illegal arrest of , to ensure equal 
distribution of essential commodities during the crisis  and to 

 basic necessities of living at the grassroots level. 

Recommendations

It is high time for the government to form a committee  experts from 
various expertise to properly manage an emergency. In order to 

implement a proper plan , government institutions 
need to engage with the people working at the grassroots level.

The government needs to have a proper mechanism to restore the 
economy, not by increasing taxes or allowing companies to conduct 
mining . It also needs to consider the 

 of daily wage earners and provide basic stipend or income. 

Finally, the government needs to consider that consultation with CSOs 
is necessary in order to respond collectively to the global health crisis  
while respecting human rights above all.
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Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response in Lebanon: Focus on the Youth
Lebanon Support

 

CPDE
Youth

Government Measures
containing the spread of the virus in order to preserve 

limited national capacities in the early stages. The response entailed full 
lockdown, general mobilisation order, shutdown of private and 
public institutions, and the closure of airport .

Introduction

economy,
politics, and governance. The government was quick ta measures to limit the spread of the virus, but its plan was not successful,
and the number of cases exponentially. Despite numerous appeals by the government, the country received  

 
countries with the most number of COVID-19 cases. The country performs similarly in terms of number of cases and the number of 

ownership, inclusive partnerships, and human rights approaches. It is yet to apply measures for transparency and accountability.

277



households was passed by the Cabinet in late February; (b) the 

advised 
banks to reschedule loans to small  and medium-sized 

For example, for Syrian refugees already struggling in terms of 
freedom of movement while living under the extreme poverty line, 
home 

further constrained already restricted access to public services.

of the 
pandemic, have worsened the precariousness of  directly 
impact  food security. A study conducted by the World Food 

and 15% stated not doing so due to weekly 
price  (World Food 

In terms of the impact of COVID-19 on the youth (i.e.  nationals and 
non-nationals), the main challenges are linked to the switch from 

and challenges for the youth in gaining access to online materials, 

The uncertainty of the current socioeconomic situation,  a 
health crisis, has also taken a toll on the mental 

Socioeconomic Impacts

Economy. The closure of public and private institutions came at a 

COVID-19, there  recurrent closures of micro, small and medium 

 worsened the precariousness of livelihoods and overall 

People.
this health crisis, compounding an existing socioeconomic one, will 

Bismarckian model, where  social protection programs are funded by 
employment-based social insurance contributions and not taxes. This 
model links access to social safety nets to a person’s ties to the formal 

of the 
population is left without safety nets. In April, the government set up an 
economic support package to minimise the impact of the 
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who are facing an interrupted sense of normalcy and security to varying 
degrees, not to mention the pressure felt by university 

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Strategic 
Preparedness and Response Plan to scale up capacities for 

Preparedness and Response Plan.

relevant authorities and other partners to build 
strong capacity to prevent, prepare, detect and respond to any 
potential COVID-19 

include:

1. Governmental actors

Non-governmental actors, such as WHO, UNICEF, UNHCR,

orders and syndicates.

platform for stakeholders such as CSOs to discuss and generate 
recommendations on national policy development in the context 
of containing the spread of COVID-19, and mitigate  
socioeconomic repercussions. To date, CSOs still have limited 
opportunities to hold 

Although there is information concerning the funds pledged by 
international donors, this research cannot ascertain the use of 
country systems in channeling ODA. There is also scant information 

various sectors, it remains unclear how they are coordinating among 
 

b. Inclusive partnerships

are working with CSOs to address the  of COVID-19, desk 

the dynamics involved . The publicly available information d  not 
lead to any conclusion as to whether consultations with CSOs were 

to 
CSOs, or on the dynamics of partnerships and initiatives. During 
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CSOs 
remain largely left out of the policy creation process due to the 

against CSOs, community workers, or relief volunteers.

c. Transparency and ccountability

Although the national plan/strategy for the response is publicly available 
online, there are no progress reports tracking donations, aid transfers, 
or information on mechanisms used to hold donors accountable. As 
such, transparency and accountability  in terms of 
following up on donor commitments and transfers. As it stands, there is 
no united management information system to track 
The bureaucratic procedure of  information is 
arduous and t , which  transparency and accountability 

meetings, 
in the absence of a data sharing policy on a national scale.

d. Focus on results

The National Health Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan states that:

and response will be conducted at regular intervals by the 

to monitor and evaluate the implementation of the planned 
activities, as well as to assess the overall performance of 
the programme, derive evidence and lessons learnt to 

report will be generated and shared regularly with the 
national committee highlighting the progress and level of 
operational readiness, the strengths, weakness, gaps and 

The map contains  total  cases, deaths, new 
cases, source of exposure, cases over time, cases by district, cases by 
gender  and cases by age. The government uses these numbers and the 
privately available progress reports to enact reactive measures to 
aggressively contain the ongoing spread of COVID-19, and to monitor 
response capacities. Indeed, the plan states that progress reports are to 
be shared with the national committee  after which decisions and 
changes will be made accordingly. CSOs verify this.

Research has shown that there is no clear results-based framework.
Indeed, the measures taken are reactive rather than proactive, 

line with a  long-term strategy tak  into 
consideration the socioeconomic context of the country.

e. Human ight
response
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 allocat  to the response, given extremely limited internal capacities. 

1, 

on the COVID-19 response, families of prisoners, families of those in 
self  quarantine sites, which should have a positive impact on some 
poor 

for assistance includes a gender lens to allow the analysis of 
women’s 

 human rights are not comprehensively respected in the national 
response. Refugees  for example who living in 

discriminatory practices obstruct their already  

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

of policies of 
austerity and shrinking public funds for social policies and reforms. It 
has also shed light on structural causes of inequalities in the region, 
and on the necessity to advocate for a social contract that is 
redistributive, inclusive, human rights 

technical entry 
point of social protection.

social protection, and social contracts in the region. These webinars 
have   experts  researchers

 practitioners and 

amount is not even enough to cover the monthly needs of one family member.
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

The government should work on actively enhancing and updating the national strategy in light of new facts, 

part in multi-stakeholder bodies  COVID-19 response  the knowledge they 
produce  will greatly aid in  

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

 
violations of human rights. They should continuously aim to inform governmental bodies and 

TRANSPARENCY AND 
ACCOUNTABILITY

The government should unify information management systems that collect COVID-related information 
and make it  to the general public. real-time database with information on donor 
commitments and transfer should be available, so that the s well as CSOs  could track the

 progress . It should also devise mechanisms and standard operating 
procedures (SOPs) to hold donors accountable. 

On the part of CSOs, they should participate in oversight, grievance  and redress mechanisms for the 
COVID-19 response, in monitoring and evaluatio

FOCUS ON RESULTS

The government should continuously produce publicly available progress reports to enhance the 
current response and  adapt it . CSOs should be involved 
in monitoring and evaluation mechanisms.
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LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

The government’s response to COVID-19 should  with human rights standards and be inclusive 
of everyone, including non-citizens. It should promote gender equality  in terms of access  
public services 

national response.

REFERENCES:

-
sources/WFP-0000116784.pdf
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Introduction

The Southern African Development Community (SADC), like other regions in the world, was not spared from the oronavirus 

With the COVID-19 pandemic  a huge  on all sectors of the economy and ociety, assessing impacts remains 
critical. The situations in Botswana, Namibia, Comoros  and Tanzania have been varied  and the responses to the pandemic have 
also been uniform. In the SADC region, South Africa continues to record the highest numbers of COVID-19 cases, but it has 
already eased the lockdown measures and reopened its economy. 

The low testing capacities of many of the SADC states have been brought to the spotlight as these countries continue to record the 

able to contain the spread of COVID-19 through social distancing, education, and border closures.

CPDE
Youth

Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 Response: 
Focus on the Youth in Southern Africa
Southern Africa Youth Forum (SAYoF-SADC)
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bodies, nor  any formalised consultation with youth 
CSOs and other stakeholders  place. On the other hand, the few 
who were reportedly involved in the response said that their main 
roles  to provide COVID-19 information and sanitisers to 
the communities in both Tanzania and Comoros.

b. Inclusive partnerships

respective governments  not consult  development actors in the 
design, implementation, and monitoring of national strategies and 
policies for COVID-19 response. This highlights the exclusionary nature 
of the responses by both governments, lacking meaningful inclusion 
and participation  of the youth.

Similarly, the national response plans in other SADC countries 
 multi-stakeholder consultations. 

Failing to ensure inclusive partnerships has a huge bearing on the 
success of government actions  which hinge on the 
cooperation and support of all stakeholders.

c. Human ights at the core of the pandemic
response

shared that the governments of these two countries  take  
enough steps to ensure continuous access to education for all during 
the partial lockdowns.  access 

Socioeconomic Impacts

and Comoros recognised that their governments  placed adequate 
measures to contain the COVID-19 pandemic, including 

restrictions on movement. However, food prices 
increased due to economic measures implemented by the two 

secure enough food supply due to this hike in prices. 

CSO workers, and students in Tanzania and Comoros noted that the 

They also noted that no customers  coming 
in as a result of the restrictions  movement and fear of contracting 
the virus, leading to huge income losses. The inability  youth CSOs to 
reach communities with their initiatives was noted by the respondents. 

As part of strategies for enterprises to cope with the unintended 
consequences of COVID-19 measures, most  had to cut salaries. The 
respondents also noted that they  not receive  any assistance
su port from their governments to cope with the COVID-19 crisis.

Analysis of the Application of EDC Principles 
in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership
Several respondents shared that they did not know of any strategic 
plan by their respective governments in response to COVID-19. 
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of the 
existing inequities in education. To be sure, as some respondents 

pre-recording lectures and broadcasting them on national television. 

 not have electricity.

Strategies to ensure access to  for all were also inadequate, as 
both Comoros and Tanzania respondents . Isolation centres 
were not always constantly supplied with basic needs such as food and 
water, especially in Comoros. In terms of information, some respondents 

 that both governments of Tanzania and Comoros provided 
the public with accurate and accessible information on COVID-19, 
although not often

Half of the respondents in Tanzania and Comoros also noted that human 
rights violations t k  place amid the COVID-19 , including 
violations of freedom  of assembly and expression. With growing reports 
of shrinking civic and political space  in Tanzania, most respondents 
believed that the government measures taken to address the COVID-19 

on human rights defenders, including the youth. In Comoros, 
meanwhile  Reporters Without Borders noted how the government 

 closing on the freedom of expression and threatened 

respondents in  reported instances of citizens being 
rounded 

Good Practices of CSOs in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

In Comoros, the respondents noted that their organisations ha  been 
contributing to the COVID-19 response. Some of the initiatives include  
raising awareness about the coronavirus crises in  
communities  in which these organisations operate  and providing 
some protective materials to underprivileged . Some 
organisations were also  the dangers of the pandemic and 
how citizens  protect themselves from the virus. Some 
respondents noted 

introduced tippy-taps easy to use, safe, 
consumption-saving  and accessible facilities for hand-washing. One 
NGO  also engaged in producing weekly workbooks  online and in 
print, which ke  many children ngaged in .

In Tanzania, many of the respondents agreed that their organisations d  

 engaged in raising awareness on social distancing, among the 
other key guidelines being encouraged and emphasised by the WHO.
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Recommendations 

COMOROS

 
work and  access to food during the pandemic. There is also a need for well-coordinated health care systems.

Creative and innovative ways must be adopted  students can safely study and learn online while at 
home  without he burden of high internet data costs or lack of devices to participate in  classes. 

, have 
access to assistive devices.

In terms of ownership, there is a need for the government to be inclusive in coming up with response plans, 
and  the active participation of the youth. In terms of inclusive partnerships, international 
organizations’ aid must be channelled towards the citizens to avoid  corruption.

TANZANIA
There is a need to provide resources to organizations to protect themselves from the coronavirus and future 
global pandemics. Tanzanian authorities must also respect and protect young human rights defenders.

REFERENCES:
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-
nia-impacts-entire-economy-are-harsh 
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-
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Evidencing Effectiveness in COVID-19 
Response: Focus on Youth in Zimbabwe
National Association of Youth Organizations (NAYO)

Introduction

CPDE
Youth

Socioeconomic Impacts of COVID-19

Zimbabwe faced the pandemic at a time when the nation  
facing 

challenges experienced were foreign currency shortages, 
spiking 

(i.e., manufacturing, agriculture  and mining). Companies 
started to implement survival measures such as salary cuts. 
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gave people engaged in this sector little time to save and stockpile food. 

not only to the virus but also police violence. Through 
Statutory 

might result in s of infection  transmission. 
The police also 

stalls without compensation leaving them with no means 
to resume 

Due to the government’s measures to contain the virus, prices 
of basic commodities skyrocketed, especially during the total 

nationwide. Despite the good intentions of the initiative, 
access 

communities  and people ha  spent long hours in queues 
without 

Zimbabwe’s second largest city, as well as 
hoarding by unscrupulous

distribution list. Other basic 
commodities such as mielie meal and cooking oil were also not 
available  consumers.

of the youth: students, youth CSOs, young people in the 
informal sector,  civil servants  and young people with 
disabilities.  civil 

Those working in private schools and colleges, on the 
other hand, did not receive their salaries during the lockdown period. 
Youth entrepreneurs who  usually ravelling 
and event organising were har the cancellation of events 
and travel. Other youth enterprises had to reduce 
salaries of their workers. Young 

activities for the year halted
. 

The suspension of classes  worsened the plight of most learners 
with limited access to internet connectivity  and they  not
able to continue their studies at home. In most rural areas in 
Zimbabwe, there s no internet infrastructure and data 

restrictions, and greater priority  understandably given to basic 
commodities over education needs. Tertiary students need  to use e-
learning platforms to continue learning  but  internet cost

showed 
that a mere 15% of the entire student population ha  access

 the 
nation’s largest mobile network provider  its 
data

distribution among learners. As a result, new COVID-19 cases have
 been recorded in schools, which are  ordered to 

immediately halt from conducting physical classes.
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Analysis o  the Application of EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

a. Ownership

Preparedness 
and Response Plan for COVID-19 Response for the 

and address 
the pandemic’s adverse socioeconomic impacts. The plan includes 
prevention, containment  and mitigation strategies in 

national plan. 
There was no proper mechanism to ensure that young people and 
youth CSOs could participate in its development, and so the policies, 
strategies  and interventions in place d  not necessarily speak to the 
views and aspirations of youth CSOs. 

b. Inclusive partnerships

The government has been working and consulting with development 
actors in the design of the COVID-19 strategy and its implementation. 
The funding to support the implementation of the Zimbabwe 
Preparedness and Response Plan  also  the  
development actors. According to the UN Country Team in 

procurement of 
 for frontline health workers. UNDP has also 

government, other UN agencies  and the private sector to engage 
communities  information dissemination and to support 

youth-led business  working on the COVID-19 
response government 
with the technical and logistical assistance.

However, other organisations working on democracy and human 
rights have not been allowed to operate. The state has used its 
COVID-related policy  outlaws gatherings involving more than 

period, the government also conducted public consultations on 
the 

involved in the health sector are part of the response 
team, helping with resource mobilisation, awareness raising  and 
support  the health sector. Another example of government-CSO 
partnership  

services to survivors of gender based violence  
as counselling and provision of safe houses. This is in response to the 
increase in cases of domestic violence recorded during the lockdown. 

However, the National Association of Non-Governmental 
Organisations (NANGO)  that  expressed interest

its members to be part of  sub-committees, but  
ha not received any response. In Chitungwiza, other CSOs expressed 
that they  not  permitted to  part  the task force. 



c. Transparency and ccountability

Youth CSOs noted that information was fairly accessible  especially 
 access to internet connection, as the government would 

utilise social media platforms to disseminate information on
 stimulus packages, COVID-19 tests  and 

positive cases. However, other information  the sources of 
funding for the stimulus package  was not in the public domain. 
Youth CSOs have been pushing the parliament to implement a  audit 
to track donations for transparency and accountability.

In any case, the government’s management of information remains 
an important concern in light of the pandemic. In fact, 

 the lockdown, the government did not publicise COVID-19 
, prompting the High Court to require the government to publish 
 information on all available  platforms and 

d. Human rights at the core of pandemic
response

The government has used COVID-19 as a pretext to shrink  
democratic space . Freedoms of expression, association and 

the Zimbabwe Human Rights Commission 
(ZHRC) remain open for people to lodge their complaints.

he pandemic has seen a surge in the number of human rights 
violations. Although the UN urged states to adopt a human rights-

exception among many autocratic states, which have used COVID-19 
as a tool to suppress citizens’ rights and freedoms.

A worrisome development in Zimbabwe is the harassment and 

detained after verifying  suspected COVID-related 
deaths  one 

the police and all state security agents  stop 
harassing, arresting  

lockdown. 

A disproportionate amount of state resources  
channel ed towards security measures instead of  public health

. Soldiers and the police have been deployed to monitor citizen’s 
compliance with COVID-19 regulations, and  with this move, there 

 a surge in human rights violations. hours  the 
announcement of

that ha  been tested  the virus. 
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many issues related to young people, including education, 
sexual reproductive health rights, hold the  to 
account  and other various advocacy issues. Young people have also 
been doing educational video skits on COVID-19. Others who  
engaged by 

populated areas to alert them  the dangers and 
 of not adhering to COVID-19 guidelines.

 n the delivery of youth relief packages. 
Given lockdown restrictions, they have  online platforms 
to p  statements and circulate information, such as  
funding, among their networks. Youth CSO have also been calling on 
the government to respect the rights of students and other non-state 
actors exerci  freedoms of association and assembly, and  

Provisions in the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

strategy to ensure access to health for all during the lockdown period
 

facilities and high cost of tests. Schools were used as isolation centres 
for returning residents, but not constantly supplied with basic 

needs  

oor conditions, low remuneration, and lack of also

CSO Good Practices in Leveraging EDC 
Principles in COVID-19 Response

Youth CSOs have mounted various activities in response to the 
pandemic. Th s includes dissemination and dispelling

myths COVID-19, using online platforms such as WhatsApp,
Facebook, and Twitter. eries of webinars have been conducted
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Recommendations 

COUNTRY OWNERSHIP

To emerge better and recover faster from the pandemic, there is a need for the government to come up 

protection of democratic space  must be at the centre of government’s response to COVID-19.

INCLUSIVE PARTNERSHIPS

There is power and strength in numbers. CSOs’ operations should be considered as essential services, 

purposes of social responsibility under these circumstances. The government, private sector, civil society  

task force should be a multi-stakeholder platform, inclusive of all political 
parties and non-state actors like the churches  build social cohesion.

LEAVE NO ONE BEHIND

of holding the to account and act in the best interest . The ZHRC must 
undertake a national enquiry into violations relating to the exercise of freedoms of assembly and 
associations since the  of the national lockdown.

The government must uphold and promote human rights at all cost  especially in these fragile economic 
and social situations. This entails the adoption of inclusive approaches  delivering information to all 
Zimbabweans, ly persons with disabilities (PWDs) and other s mo  vulnerable to 
the pandemic. 

 radio stations .
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