


What si EDC?

Effective development cooperation (EDC) is a framework that
seeks to shape and align development programs and policies
to ensure that all stakeholders, especially those belonging to
the marginalised sectors, are involved in the process of
addressing the structural causes of poverty, inequality, and
social marginalisation.

What are the principles of effective development
cooperation?

In 2011, world leaders and development actors gathered in
Busan, South Korea to recognise what people’s organisations
have been saying all along -- that despite years of
implementing development programs and projects, poverty and
inequality remained to be a central challenge.

The event gave birth to the Busan Partnership Agreement,

which set out principles, commitments, and actions that offer
a foundation for effective cooperation in international
development. Finalised in 2012, the document embodied the
concept of effective development cooperation in four shared
principles:
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Ownership of A focus on results

development priorities
by developing countries

Countries should define the
development model that
responds to their needs.

Partnerships for
development

Creating a sustainable
impact should be the
driving force behind
investments and efforts
in development
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Transparency and
shared responsibility

Development depends on the
participation of all actors, and
recognises the diversity and
complementarity of their functions

Development cooperation
must be transparent and
accountable to all citizens
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Paris Declaration on Aid

Effectiveness,

Accra Agenda for Action

Istanbul Principles,

Busan Development Effectiveness Principles

Mexico Communiqué,

Nairobi Declaration

The CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness

While the Busan Partnership for Effective Development
Cooperation ushered in a new era in the global effort to
advance people's needs and rights, many civil society
organisations saw the need for bolder changes in the
way development is pursued: a stronger focus on
human rights, and an accountability framework to
counter the rising state attacks against CSOs, democracy,
and people's fundamental freedoms and rights.

The fruits of collective action by civil society, grassroots
organisations, and other development actors produced
the Nairobi Outcome Document in 2012 and formed the
CSO Partnership for Development Effectiveness (CPDE).

CPDE was meant to be a platform to support civil society
work on development at all levels. It envisions EDC as a
platform where respect for human rights, participatory
democracy, social and environmental justice and
sustainability, gender equality and equity, decent work
and sustainable change are respected and achieved.
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